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or, 

/eleS Pieces of antient Pntry;^ 
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as Specimens of the Integrity that Jhould he faund 

in the Editions of vuortby Autbors,^" 

in three Parts ^ 
containing, 

I. 7be notlrowne Mayde ; Mafter Sackvilc'j //i- 
duBion\ and, OverburyV Wife: 

II. Edward the tbirdj a Play, tbougbt to be lorit ly 
Shakespeare : 

III. Tbose excellent didafiie Poems, intitVd^ Nofce teiffum^ 

written ly Sir John Davis : 

witb a Preface. 



Impius hiec tam culta novalia mi!(*^ habeMt r 
Barbarus has fegctv^ ? Virg^ £c1. I* 
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To 

the right honourable the Lord 

fFi LLOUGHBT of Parhom^ 

a Truftee of the Britijh Museum, 

Vice-president of the royal Society, and 

President of the Society of Antiquaries, 

this Book, 

the honeft Intention of which is 

to do Service to eood Letters by fetting an Example 

of Care and Fidelity toPerfons who take upon them 

the Publication of our beft Authors, 

is with great Refpeft presented 

by, the Honourer of his Lordihip's many Virtues, 



his obedient humble Servant 
the Editor. 
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The Preface. 



The novelty of the present attempt, and (bme 
peculiarities in the execution of it, require that the 
reader fhould be addrefTd in a few words; firft, 
to apprise him what it is that he may expc€t to 
meet with in the volume before him, and, next, 
to bring him acquainted with the peculiarities above- 
mentioned. 

From what editions the feveral pieces were 
taken, is very faithfully related at the end of each 
piece; and the editor thinks he may with confi- 
dence affirm, that they are the firft, and beft, and 
only ones worth confulting. When a poem was 
to be proceeded upon, the editions that belong 
to it were iirft collated ; and with what care, let 
that minutenefs fpeak which may be feen in the 
various readings : In the courfe of this collation 
it well appear'd, that fome one edition was to be 
prefer*d to the others : that edition therefore was 
made the ground-work of what is now publilh'd ; 
and it is never departed from, but in places where 
fbme other edition had a reading moft apparently 
better ; or in fuch other places as were very plainly 
corrupt, but, affiftance of books failing, were to be 
amended by conjecture : in the firil of these cafes. 
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the reading that was jiide*d beft is inferted into the 
text of the poem, and the rejefted reading may be 
found in it's place at the end ; and, in the other, 
the conjedlural reading is inferted likewise, and that 
upon which it is built is at the bottom of the page : 
Where the corruption of a pa£age arose from omif- 
fions, — whereby the fenfe, the verfificatioh, or 
bothy were dcfeftive,— it is endeavoured to be 
amended by the infertion of fuch Word, or words^ 
as feem'd moil natural to the place ; and all fuch 
words are printed in a black letter. Upon this plan, 
( the merit of which the publick is now to judge 
of) the text of one edition, the beil that could be 
found, is made the eftablifh'd text of that particular 
poem; and every departure from it, how minute 
foever, is at once ofFer*d to the eye in the moft 
fimple manner, without parade of notes which but 
divert the attention. When the piece fhall be gone 
^1 over, there may chance to be a reader, or two, 

\l who will incline to examine the alterations, and 

■:S beftow a little reflection upon the reasons that oc- 

casion'd them; which arc not always fo remote, 
but that a fmall degree of it will help him to them ; 
<\ and the difcovery, perhaps, may be produdlive of 

^9 more pleasure than if in fome elaborate note they 

^lj had been pointed out to him : If, in this or that 

[n place, what is added, or altered, fhall to the man 

^1 of judgment be not fatifFadory, let him difcard the 

V addition, or reftore the old reading ; the one is at 

^r hand, the other easily effefted : or, if this will not 

■•1: 
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Tii Fre/aci. iii 

do, let him exert liis Happier talent in the inven- 
tion of fomething better : To aid him in this en- 
deayoor, he has all the materials that can be pro- 
cor'd for him ; for, befides the readings that have 
been fpoken of above» he will find at the end of 
each poem all the other rejeded .readings of the 
editions made uie of; and, intermixed with these, 
are ibme conjectural ones, being fuch as were 
thought to be plauiible, but not of force enough 
to demand a place in the text : these latter read- 
ings have no mark given them, the other are 
difiingttiih'd by the mark of the edition they be- 
long to ; andy in the table before the readings, 
that which is the better edition is noted by an 
afteriik. A regard to the beauty of his page, and 
no other confideration, has induc'd the e£tor to 
fiifpend the operation of his plan in two of the 
poems, and in fome paiTages of a third ; all which 
muft be now accounted for. And, firfl, in the Li- 
do^on, the following readings ought in flriftnefs 
to have been found in the place affign'd to them« 
1/fz. the bottom of the page ; 
A / /. 
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and these, in the Nofce tdpfum ; 

p. f, l. ^ 

6; 2y 2. faire, goody 
taft, feele, or 
now his power 
a luit wmch 
heare fo 

Wherein th* inward 
being readings in which the copies concur, and 
foundations of the conjectural : but the number of 
them in each poem was fo fmall, that it was thought 
the beauty of the edition would be more confulted, 
and the convenience of it but little impair*d, by 
throwing them thus together : In Edijoard the third, 
the propos'd plan is m general adher'd to; four 
rejefted readings excepted, which could not be com- 
modioufly inferted in their due place by reason of 
their length : these are, [fm comes : 

/. 1 2, /. I o. Mount a, O fommers day, fee where my cou- 

How fares my Aunt ? [nes good. 

/.269/.11. Mypropper harme ihould buy yourhigh- 

Thefe are the vulgar tenders of falfe men. 

That never pay the dutie of their words. 

Kin. Thou wilt not fticke 
in the iiril parage, the name of the fpeaker is put a 
line too foon ; in the fecond, two lines too late : again, 
/.48, 7.29. cal'd ? tell me thy 
^•74, /.23. If we feare it, why doe we follow it? 

If we doe feare, how can we (him it ? 

If we doe feare, with feare 13 c* 



The Pre/ace. yt 

in one, the middle words are omitted ; in the other, 
the middle line. 

The plan, and the deviations from it, being 
thus imparted, it remains that the reader be made 
acquainted with the determinate force of certain new 
jmarks peculiar to this work : their moft frequent 
ufe is in the drama, to which therefore he will have 
recourfe for examples ; fbme too are in the ballad» 
which is alfo dramatic. In the firfl place, there 
feem'd to be much want of a particular note of 
punduation to diftinguiih irony ; which is often fo 
delicately couch'd as to efcape the notice even of the 
attentive reader, and betray him into error : fuch a 
note is therefore introduced ; being a point ranging 
with the top of the letter, as the rail ftop is a point 
ranging with the bottom : That it is already a note 
of punctuation in another language is fo nu* from 
a juft objedion, that it ought rather enforce a ufe 
of it in our own. A fimilar arrangement of a 
mark, call'd by the printers a daih or break, af- 
fords a new diftindion : This in present usage is 
iingle, and put always in the middle : in this work 
it IS otherwise ; ranging fometimes with the top, 
and then it ferves the purposes to which it has been 
hitherto alfign'd; and fometimes with the bottom, 
and has a new fleniiication : All dramatic works 
abound in fingle ipeeches that pafs from one perfbn 
to another, often to very many ; which cannot be 
underftood, unlefs this point likewise be known and 
attended to : the mark fpoken of is deftin'd to this 
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fervicc ; wherever it occurs, it denotes conftantly a 
change of the addrefs ; if it be at all ambieuous to 
whom the words are ipoken, a name is added ; bur 
it is in moft cafes fuffident to mark where the 
chan^ be^ns, and where it ends, if not with the 
fpeeoL ; for to peribns of the leaft intelligence the 
context will fpeak the reft. A third mark is, the 
CK^s : This, when it has one bar only, is fignifi- 
cant of a thin|^ fhown or pointed to ; when two, 
of a thing deliver'd : and they are feverally plac'd 
exa^ly at the very word at which it is proper the 
pointing be made, or the delivery (hould take eifeft. 
The laS, and mofi: extenfively ufeful, of the marks 
introducM is, the double inverted comma ; which 
do confbmtly and invariably denote in this work 
that the words they are prenx'd to are {poke apart 
or aiide, and have no other fienification whatfo* 
ever. It is hop'd, that when these new-invented 
marks are a little confider'd, they will be found 
by the candid and discerning to be no improper 
fubftitutes to those marginal diredlions that have 
hitherto obtained; which are both a blemifh to 
the page they ftand in, and inadequate to the end 
proposed. 

And thus much of the work in general : Some- 
thing muft now be added concerning each of the 
poems of which it is composM, and the reader ihall 
then be difmifPd to receive his better entertainment 
from them. The Ballad was certainly written in 
the beginning of the fixteenth century, and not 
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(boner : tbe ci^rious in these matters, who (hall con- 
ceive a dJoubt of what is here aflerted through re« 
^icmbnmce of what he has feen advanced by a poet 
of ktc day$9 is desir'd to look into the works of 
the great Sir Thomas Mortt and, particularly^ into 
a poem that ftai^ at the head of them, and from 
thence receive comviftion ; if iameneis of rythmus^ 
fiunenefs of orthography, and a very near affinity 
of words and pWasfs, be capable of giving it. 
The Induction will ftand in need of fomewhat a 
larger preface, to let the reader into the circum* 
ftances that pit>duc'd it : He is then to know, that 
the book it is taken from is divided into two parts ; 
iSi. the fecond of which ftands tUs poem* an in- 
diu^on or introduftion to the particular hiilory of 
Unttyi duke of BMckingbamt the accomplice and 
vifom of the third Ri<kard: but it was intended by 
the author, that it ihould be a general introdudion 
taall thehiftories; «yi that £e book ihould be 
aew call, beginning with this complaint of Bud'* 
imham^ and going backward to the conqoeft : 
which intention of his v^^as never executed, io that 
die poem comes in aukwfurdly enough towards the 
middle of the iecond part : The firft part was 
printed by itfelf in the year 1550; and again in 
1563, wiui adctition of the fecond part; and in the 
interval between those years was the Indu£tion com- 
post : Gorboduc (call'd, in the firft edition of it, 
the tragedy of Ferrex and Porrex) was written with- 
in the fame period, by this author, Sjtckvile, and 
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Thomas NortoHj jointly. A very great liberty has 
been taken with this poem by the editor, for which 
it is proper he (hould make fome apology : what he 
has done is nothing lefs than the throwing out of 
four entire ftanzas, and parcel of a fifth ; his reason, 
for that they were fo weak, and difmc'd with other 
blemifhes, that he fear'd they woim diicourage the 
reader from perusal of what remains, and prepossefs 
him againft the whole : the conne6lion is not de- 
fbo/d by the omiffion ; and who (hall think it a 
defed may easily cure it from fome old edition, 
which are nothing fcarce. The poem that follows 
will ftand in danger of running into a like difgrace 
with the reader, oy reason of that indelicacy which 
is but too visible in many parts of it, unleis he be 
firft wam'd that it was tne general vice of the au- 
thor's time, and (hall from that confideration be 
kindly induc'd to make (bme allowances : It is like- 
wise a pofthumous work, (appearing firft in that 
edition which is at the head of those the editor has 
confulted) as is evident, among other circumftances, 
from the following veries, parcel of a coUedion 
which preceed the poem ; 

Encomium of the Wife a Widow. 

This perfed creature, to the eaftem ufe, 

liv'd, whilft a wife, retir'd from common ihow ; 

not that her lover fear'd the leaft abuie, 
but, with the wiseft, knew it fitter fo : 

fince, fall'n a widow, and a zealous one, 
ihe would have facrific'd herfelf agen ; 
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but, importun'd to life, is now alone 

lov*d, woo'd, admir'd, by all wise finglc men : 

wbich tsTr. 
And it's being a pofUiumoos work will account for 
another imperfedUon which is noted in the present 
edition : two of the ftanzas {'viz, the laft in /. 1 1, 
and the iecond in /. iz.) would, perhaps, have been 
expung'd by the author, had he ient it to the prefs 
himielf : they are here put between hooks, ugni- 
iying rejedion ; and it is reconunended to the 
reader to confider, whether, by fo doing, that 
member of the poem is not abundantly dearer. 
The pieces that nave been mentioned are thrown 
together, and made a firfl part, with a view to the 
reader's further gratification ; that he may, with 
the greater convenience, have the pleasure of ob- 
serving in them the different flate of our language 
at the beginning, middle, and end, of one and 
the fame century. But what fhall be faid of the 
poem that conflitutes the fecond part ? or how fhall 
the curiofity be fatiffy'd, which it is probable may 
have been rais'd by the great Name inferted in 
the title - page ? That it was indeed written by 
Shakespeare, it cannot be faid with candour that 
there is any external evidence at all : fomething of 
proof arises from resemblance between the fUle of 
his earlier performances and of the work in queflion ; 
and a more conclufive one yet from conuderadon 
of the time it appeared in, in which there was no 
known writer equal to fuch a play : the fable of it 
B 
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too is taken from the fame books which that author 
is known to have foUow'd in fome other plays ; to 
wit» HoUnJhed^B Chronicle, and a book of novels 
call'd the Palace of Pleasure : But, after all, it 
muft be confeiTd that it's being his work is con- 
jedure only, and matter of opinion ; and the 
reader muft form one of his own, guided by" what 
is now before him, and by what he fliail meet with 
in perusal of the piece itfelf. The poems in 
the third part are prmted page for page after the 
old editions : In the margin of those e(utions there 
are fome fcraps of an imperfed and ill-form'd 
analyfis, which cannot by any poflibility be thought 
the produdion of the great author himfelf, but of 
Ids printer or publiiher : it has therefore been pre- 
sumed to fubihtute a compleater, form'd in a fmall 
degree upon fome parts of the old one ; and to 
place it both in the margin feparately, and jointly 
before the poems, that it may be read and con- 
fider'd at one view : These admirable pieces feem 
to have been composed about the year 1596, three 
years before their publication ; which presumption 
is grounded upon the words of a compliment, that 
may be feen at p. 16, pay'd to the lord keeper 
Egerton upon his receiving the feals, which was 
done in that year. It fliall not be conceal'd, that 
the above remarks, which are chiefly chronolo- 
gical, are made with an eye to certain contrary 
affertions advanced by authors of charader ; fome 
of which appear to be fomething more than mif- 
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takes, and deserve a name that (hall not be given 
them. 

Nothing more remains, but that the reader be 
now requeued to treat with indulgence the defers 
that he will certainly efpy in whatever is of the 
editor's composition ; and to regard folely his plan, 
and his integrity in the purfuit of it : upon them 
he founds his claim to a favourable reception of the 
enfuing pieces : The firft, and laft, will content 
the moft delicate : the play has many ihiking parts 
in it, not unworthy of the pen they are fuppos*d 
to come from ; and is, at worft, a curiofity of which 
the greater part of the world has no knowledge : 
and All anfwer the editor's chief intent ; which 
was, to exhibit a ipecimen of what he conceiv'd 
ought to be found in that work which would truly 
merit the name of an edition. 



Jul. 2Gtb, 1759. 
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The notbrowne Mayde. 



a. 

Be it ryght, or wrong, 

these men among 
on woman do complayne ; 

affyrmynge this— 

how that it is 
a labour ipent in vayne» 

to love them wele; 

for never a dele 
they love a man agaync : 

for late a man 

do what he can, 
theyr favour to attayne, 

yet, yf a newe 

do them purfue, 
theyr fyrft true lover than 

laboureth for nought ; 

for from her thought 
he is a banyfhed man. 

'♦totl^em '^toiigl^t 

B + 



The notbrtywne Mayde. 

I fay nat, nay, 

but that all day 
it is bothe writ and fayd, 

that womens fayth 

is, as who faytn, 
all utterly decayed : 

but, neverthelefle, 

ryght good wythefle 
in tfis cafe myght be layed, 

that they love true, 

and continue ; 
recorde the notbrowne mayde; 

which, whan her love 

came, her to prove, 
to her to make his mone, 

wolde nat depart; 

for in her hart 
(he loved but hym alone. 

a. 

Than betwaync us 

late us dyfcus 
what was all the manere 

betwayne them two; 

we wyll alib 
tell all the payne, and fere, 

that (he was in : 

Nowe.I begyn, 
fo that ye me anfwere;^ 

• in )i0 c8Ce ** jpajtw in few 
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Wherfore, all ye 

that prefent be, 
I pray you, gyve an ere : - 

I am the knyght ; 

I come by nyght, 
as iecret as I can; 

fayinge,— Alas, 

thus Handeth the cafe, 
I am a banyfhed man. 

And I your wyll 

for to mlfyll 
in this wyll nat refuse; 

truftynge. to fliewe 

in wordes fewe, 
that men have an yll use 

(to theyr owne ihame) 

women to blame, 
and causeleiTe them accuse: 

Therfore to you 

I anfwere nowe, 
all women to excuse,— 

Myne (nvne hart dere^ 

nvith you ivhat cbere ? 
I pray youy tell anone ; 

for, in my mynde^ 

of all manfynde 
I Ufve but you alone. 
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a. 

// ftandeth fa ; 

a dede is do^ 
nuherof grete harme Jball grvwt : 

My defti9y 

is for to df 
a pamefull detby I trowe ; 

or elks to fit : 

the one muft ht\ " 
none other luay I kmwif 

but to luithdra'we 

as an outlafwey 
and take me to my bonve, 

Wherfore^ adue^ 

fny oivne hart true! 
none other rede I com; 

for I mufi to 

the grene ivode go, 
alone, a hanyfbed man, 

Lorde, tvhat is 
this luorldys blyjfe^ 

that chaungetb as the mone! 

the fomers day 

in lufty May 
is derked before the none.,^ 

1 here you fay^ 
fare^well ; Nt^, »«y, 

ijce depart nat fo fone : 

u Dene ' ^ pen ** rWiff^B *♦ tje mdite 
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Why fay ye Jo? 

twheder ixyll yt go? 
alas, nvhat ha*vi ye done? 

all my welfare 

to foro'we and care 
Jholde chaunge^ yf y* '»*''' J"**' 5 

for, in my Tnytule, 

of all mankynde 
I lo^e but you alone* 

I can bele^e^ 

it Jhall you greve, 
and fomm)hat you dyfira^m : 

but, afiyrtvarde, 

your paynes horde 
ivithin a day or tiuayne 

Jhall fine ajlake\ 

and ye JhaU take 
comfort to you agayne. 

fVhy Jholde ye ought ? 

for, to make thought, 
your labour *were in vayne. 

And thus I do ; 

and pray you to, 
as hartely as I can; 

for I muft to 

the grene ivode go* 
alone, a boTiyJhed man. 
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No^Wf Jyth that ye 

have Jht'wed to me 
the fecret of your w^nde^ 

I Jhall he playne 

to you agayne^ 
lyke as ye Jhall me fynde : 

Syth it is fi 

that ye tjoyll go, 
I ivolle not ie*ue hehynde ; 

Jhall it never be fayd, 

the notbrovone mayd 
fLvas to her love unh^nde : 

make you redy" ; 

for fo am /, 

^thought it ivere anone\ 
for% in my wfnde, 

of all manh^nde 
I love but you alone* 

a. 

Tet I you rede 

to take good hede 
nvhat men nvyll thynke and fay j 

Of yonge and olde 

it Jhall be tolde, 
that ye be gone aiuttf ; 

your nvanton ivyll 

for to fulfill, 
in grene voode you to play\ 

** toji men 
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and that ye ntfgbt 

from your delyght 

no lenger make delay : 

Rather than ye 

Jholde thus for me 
he called an yU njuonum^ 

yet ixjolde I to 

the grene nvode go, 
mlone, a hanijhed man^ 

though it he fonge 

of olde and yonge, 
that I jholde he to hlanu, 

theyrs he the charge 

that fpeke fo large 
in hurtynge of my name : 

For J iiyll pro*vef 

that fay th full love 
it is devoyd of Jhame\ 

in your dyjlrejfe^ 

and hevynejfe, 
to part tvith you, the fame i 

to Jhe^e all tho 

that do nat fo, 
true lovers are they none: 
for, in my mj^nde, 

tall mankynde 
e hut you alom* 

**ant0 *♦ Puttie lolietff 
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a. 

/ counceyU yoUf 

remember ho*we 
it is no mttfdens lawi,, 

nothynge to daut^ 

but to rerme out 
to ivode nuith an outlk'we: 
for ye muft then 

in your hand bere 
a boiAJCy redy to draswe\ 

andy as a thefsj 

thus muft you fy^e^ 
ever in drede and atjuei 

mjherby to you 

grete harmi myght grovat: 
yet had I lever than^ 

that / had to 

the grene ^wode go^ 
alone f a battyfixd man. 

I fay naty nofy 
but as ye fc^y 

it is- ne maydens hn : 
But love mojf make 
me^ for your fak$j 

as I have fey d befoirey 
to come on fote^ 
to hunt J and fijote^ 

to gete us mete in ft on ; 
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for fi ' that I 
jour company 
may ha^ve^ I ajke m mwre : 
from nvhich to party 
it maketh my hart 
US colde as ony ftone ; 
for^ in my mynde^ 
of all mankynde 
I lo've but you alont. 

a. 

For an outlanve 

thij is the lanve^'^ 
that men hym take and bynde\ 

^without pyte 

hanged to be^ 
and nua<ver ^luith the ivynde. 

If I had nedty 

(as God for bedel J 
'what focours coude ye fynde ? 

forfoth, I trvwe^ 

ye and your bonjoe 
for fere «woldi dratue behynde ; 

And no memiayle\ 

for lytell avayle 
*were in your couneeyle thou : 

rwherfore I tAjyll to 

the grene <wode g§^ 
aUnet a banyjhed man. 
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Ryght tvele knvwe ytf 

that nuom^n be 
but feblt for to fyght ; 

no luomanhede 

it isy indede^ 
to be bolde as a krt^ght : 

Tetf in fuch fere 

yf that ye 'were 
nvith enemyes day or nyght^ 

I lAJolde 'withftande, 

nvith bonve in hande, 
to helpe ^e nvith my myghtj 

and you to fave ; 

as fivomen ba'ue 
from deth many a one\ 

for J in my mynde^ 

tall manhfnde 
e but you alone, 

a, 

Tet take good hede ; 

for ever I drede 
that ye coude nat fuftayne 

the thornie tvayesy 

the depe valeies^ 
the Jhowe, the frofty the rayne* 

the coldey the hete : 

foTy dryf or ivete^ 
ye muft lodge on the playne ; 
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andy us tzbovey 

none other rofe 
hut a hrake hujhy or tnvi^ne i 

nvhich fine Jholde greve 

youy I heleve; 
and ye nuoldi gladly than 

that I had to 

the grene nvode go, 
alone, a hanyjhed man* 

Syth I have here 

bene fartynhre 
nvith you of joy and hlyffe, 

I muft alfo 

parte of your nuo 
endure, as reson is : 

Tet am I fure 

of one plesure*, 
and, Jhortely, it is this,'^ 

that^ mjhere ye be, 

me femeth, parde, 
I coude not fare amyffe. 

Without more fpeche, 

I you befeche 
that nve nvere Jhortely gone ; 
for, in my mynde, 

of all manhfnde 
I lo<ve but you alone* 

C 
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a, 

Yf y^ go thyder^ 

ye muft confyder^"^ 
Whan ye have luft to dyne^ 

there Jhall no mete^ 

be for to gete, 
neyther here, ale, ne nvyne, 

ne Jhetes dene 

to lye hettwene, 
maden of threde and tnvyne ; 

nofie other house, 

hut leaves and bonjoes, 
to cover your hed and myne : 

O myne hart fwete, 

this evyll dyete 
Jholde make you pale and luan ; 

luherfore I vcyll to 

the grene luode go, 
alone, a hanyjhed man, 

Amonge the ^wylde dere, 

fuch an archere 
as men fay that ye be, 

may pe nat fayle 

of good vitayie, 
ivhere is fo grete plente : 

and luater clere 

of the ryuere 
Jhall be full f<wete to me; 

5 jpaue of ■ ' JLo mjn ' ^ tol^an 
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*with nuhich in beli 

I Jhall ryght iMtU 
endure J as ye fiall fie : 

andy or ive go, 

a hedde or t*wo 
I can pro^de anone, 

for 9 in mf mj^nde, 

of all manfynde 
I lo*ue but you alone* 

a. 

Lo yet, before f 
ye muft do more, 
yf ye nvyll go ivitb me .• 
as cut your here 
above your ere^ 
your fyrtel above tbe knei 
nuitb boave in hande, 
for to nuitbftande 
your enemyesi yf nede be : 
and J tbe fame nygbt, 
before day-lygbt, 
to loode-fwarde ivy II 1 JU. 
Yf that ye luyll 
all this fulfill, 
do it Jhortely as ye can ; 
eh nxyll I to 
the grene nvode go^ 
alone, a banyjhed man. 

*♦ 3D0 It 8i{ ftortlf 

C 2 
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I jhall as ntnut 

do more for you 
than longeth to tuomanhedii 

to Jhorte mj bere^ 

a bo^we to bere^ 
to Jhote in tytnie of nede : -. 

n^ ffwete motber, 
before all other 

for you I have moft drede : 
but noive, adue / 

1 muft enfue 

nvhere fortune doth me lede, .— 

jill this make ye : 

Nowe let us fie \ 
the d(v^ Cometh faft upon ; 
for^ in my n^nde^ 

of all manfynde 
I love but you alone. 

a. 

Nay^ nay^ nat fo ; 

ye Jhall nat go, 
and I Jhall teU you ivhyy'^ 

Tour appetyght 

is to be lyght 
of love, I ^'wele (fpy: 
fort lyke as ye 

have fayed to me, 
in lyke ^wyse hardely 

3 ^iat 5 aBotje to at *♦ tDf m^ lotie 
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yt nuolde anfwere 

'wbo/oe'vir it iverif 
in 'way of (ompawf. 

It is Jayd of olde^'-^ 

font botCy fine coUe ; 
tmd fo is a woman: 

for I mvft to 

the grene nuode gOy 
aloney a banyjbed man* 

Yf ye take bede^. 

it is no nede 
fuch twordes to fay by me; 

for oft ye prayed^ 

and longe affayedy 
or I you lo^edy parde : 

And though that I 

of aunceftry 
a barons daughter be, 

yet ha've you proved 

hoiAje I you lovedy 
a fquyer of Ivwe degre ; 

and e'ver jhally. 

luhatfo befall; 
to dy therfore anone; 

for, in my myude^ 

of all mankfude 
I love but you alone. 



i8 Tlie notbrowne Mayde. 

a. 

A barons chyldi 

to be begylde! 
it nvere a curfed dede: 

to be felatiue 

mjttb an outlatjuef 
almighty God forbedei 

let beter iverey 

the pore fquyere 
alone to foreft yede^ 

than ye Jholde fay 

another day^ 
that by my curfed dede 

ye mjere betrayed : 

Wherfore^ good mw^dy 
the beft rede that I can, 

is, that I to 

the grene iJDode go, 
alone, a bar^Jhed man, 

Whate'ver befall, - 
I ne^er JhaU 
of this thyng you eutbrayd: 

^"^ yf y^ s^* 

and leve me fo, 
than have ye me betrcytd. 
Remember you ivele 
howe that ye dele ; 
for, yf ye be as ye fayd. 
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ye nxjere unh^ndej 
to lenje me behynde^ 
your iovey the notbro^uTie nu^d. 
Trufi me truly\ 
that I Jhall dy 
/one after ye be gone ; 
for 9 in my n^nde^ 
of all mankynde 
I love but you alone. 

a. 

Tf that ye twenty 

ye Jholde repent ; 
for in the foreft nonue 

I ha've purvayed 

me of a maydj 
nvhom I love more than you ; 

another fayrere 

than e<ver ye *were^ 
I dare it <wek avo-we; 

and of you bothe 

eche Jholde be ivrothe 
twith other f as I trovi;e : 

It ivere myne ese, 

to ly*ui in peie; 
fo tvyll h yf 1 can ; 

luherfore I to 

the lAiode voyll go^ 
alone f a banyfi^ed man. 



C4 



%o The mtbrowne Mayde* 

^^ Though in the wode 

I unifyrftode 
ye bad a paramour^ 
all this may nought 
retnove my thought^ 
hut that I nvyU he your t 
and Jhe jbaU fyndt 
me Jofty and kyndef 
and courteys tnjery hour; 
glad to fulfil 
all that Jhe ^wyll 
commaunde me^ to my power: 
For had yet lo^ 
an hundred moy 
yet *wolde I he that one; 
fory in my mynde^ 
of all mankynde 
I love hut you alone* 

a. 

Myne o*wne dere U^ue, 
I fe the prove 

that ye he kyndty and true ; 
of mit^dcy and nnyfe^ 
of all w^ fyfey 

the heft that ever I kne<we* 
Be mery and glady 
he no more fad y 

the cafe is ebaunged newe; 
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for it *were ruthty 

tbatf for your trutbt^ 
ye JhoUe hofue cause to renve •• 

Be not difnumd\ 

nuhatfoenwr 1 fayd 
to youy *whan I begau^ 

I ivyll nat to 

the grene nxjode gOy 
I am no battfjhed man* 
-B. - 

T'hese tydings be 

more gladder to me 
than to be made a fuene, 

yf I *were fure 

they Jholde endure : 
but it is often Jtne^ 

ivhan men nvyll breke 

fromyse, they fpeke 
the ivordes on the fpUne: 

Te Jhape fome ovyZ?, 

me to begykt 
and ftele from me 9 I nuene : 

than twere the cafe 

nuorfe than it ivasy 
and I more ivo-begonei 
fory in wf mynde^ 

of all mankynde 
I love but you alone* 

3 t]^ It • 
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a. 

Ye JhaU\ nat rude 

further to drede\ 

I ijuyll nat dyfparage 

youy (God defend I } 

fyth ye defcend 
ef fo grete lynyage. 

Nonve undyrftande'T* 

to Weftmarlande, 
fwhicb is myne herytage^ 

I nvyll you hrynge\ 

and lAjith a rynge^ 
hy ijuay of maryage 

I ivy II you take I 

and lady make^ 
as Jhortely as I can : 

than have you fwon 

an erlys fon^ 
and no banyjhed man. 

Here may ye fe, 
that women be, 
in love, meke, kynde, and flable : 
Late never man 
reprove them than. 



but, rather, pray 
God, that we may 
to them be comfortable. 
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which fometyme proved 

fuch as he loved, 
yf they be charytable. 

Forfoth, men wolde 

that women (holde 
be meke to them ech one; 

moche more ought they 

to God obey, 
and ferve but hym alone. 



AdvertUenunt* 

The editor has fcen no pcrfedk copy of the book in 

which this ballad is printed : that which he made uie 

of was perfeft in the ballad, but exceedingly defective 

in other places ; another, and that the neareit compleat 

of any copy that has come to his hands, (for he has ieen 

three) was in a fale catalogue of Mr. Osborne oi Graf ^ 

inn, bookfeller, for the year 1758, Vol. ift,N® 1025 : 

It was a fmall, thin, folio, in a black letter; and m 

the firft blank leaf of it was written — Suum cuiq. \ 

Tifo. Hearne \ The Cuftomes of London^ or Arnold^ s 

Chronicle "' in the hand-writing of that antiquarian : 

it began with a table of contents, (fign. a. 11.) of three 

leaves ; after which, (at fign. TS* i.) followed— 

%\t itame0 of t^ OBapl^^. €aSo0^ ^8^e0 an) 

^eref0 of | t^e v^tt of Honlion from tlie tpme of ipitfi 

Apd^atoe tlie ^rH | caHeii Care Qe IL]^on^ tnliicl^ie 

]ODa0 ctotoneB tlie iii. Ha; of %eptem» [ ke ^lie i^etf 

of ottt iorlie goB xi. C* Lxxxix. Ca» primo* 

^vf^ULt^ l^ent; comlJl^H }&;c|iatii(bne cepneri? i^ f|?rft 

ynz of \\f^ rejpne and this table, 

or lift of names, (which is intermixed with a fort of 

chronicle) concludes, at C» iv, with these words,— 

3lotin i|?em 3{oH C^pngton f^erefti tit 

XII. jere* (i. e. ^Henry the eighths) 

3|oltin 'BrpBg;0 mapre* 

13:))i0 ;ere C^aTp l()alf)?en0 ioa0 fiatt^SrieD out of tXi%* 
lann $ l»l6<te | tna0 taiortlie xviti. %. a ^[ttartet 
anu t|)i0 ;ete one HatW iO80 ac- | counti^Q &» 
eret^clk anu on a (bntiap tl[iat i»a0 ti^e xii. nap of 
^aiu 1 in t|ie pte(imce of tl^e lorDe \^^^x^ ano man^ 



tftlet B^Cn6o]?0 attH tor- ( itfH of ntglatai tie Ucjfl JLutl)tt 

iMfi opml; ueciareQ an |ietet]|clk at | $0i»{|;0 ctofle ana 

<n iif( lbo&e0 lbatni?li» 

These extrad^s may ferve for a notitia of the edition, 
itt lieu of a title-page ; and the laft will Ex the date of 
it : for it is highly probable, that it was printed in the 
yeartheremention'd9a;/JS.^.i52i ; or,atfkrtheft> the 
year after; the type, and all other marks, according 
therewith. The ballad is at fign. S^^ v i, (length, -diree 
leaves) and has there no title ; bat is call'd, in the. 
table of contents, -* Z iiaKaoe of tie stottnrotnne mai^lie^ 
The form in which it is printed is exemplify'd in the 
ftanzathat follows, with which the ballad concludes :^ 

$ete ma; ;e (e ^ tiat inome it. I|n ItM tmkt "kftO^ 9 Msit 
3fl.ate ttefiet man ^teptoDe tie tii«. 
IBnt tatiet pr8|» ^^on tiat toe ma?. tSTo i^m ie oiSntMt 
QSiicie (bmt|;me protieii^fitcie a0ie loteti^^f tie|»ie ciati^lble 
iFor(oti me toolQe tiat biome ftoliie. 'Btmt^ to tie eci oite 
^ocie mote ougit tie; ^ to goD olie;. Sittt (Meiut i;m alone» 

Bttt it is to be noted, that this particular ftanzais not 
printed, in the copy, exadtly as it is here fet down ; 
out is put by the editor into the method of all the 
other flanzas, for the purpose above-recited. 
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ConjeSlural Readings. 

women 
although 
for/othe 
rilto 

day and n^ght^ 
ive muft 
hrake^ bujh^ 

riito 

this fame 

Yea^ 

upbrayd: 

dele, me 

in all 

a lynage, 

thus ha<ue 

and not a banyjhed man. 
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The wrathful winter, 'preaching on apace, 
with bluftering blafts had all ybar'd the treen ; 

and old Satumusy with his froily face, 

with chilling cold had pierc'd the tender green, 
the mantles rent wherein enwrapped been 

the gladfome groves, that now lay overthrown, 

the tapets torn, and every bloom down blown : 

the foil, that erft fo feemly was to feen, 
was all de/poiled of her beauty's hue ; 

and foot-freih flowers, wherewith the fummer's queen 
had clad the earth, now Boreas* blafts down blew ; 
and fmall fowls, flocking, in their fongs did rue 

the winter's wrath, wherewith each thing defac'd 

in woeful wise bewail'd the fummer paft : 

hawthorn had loft his motley livery, 

the naked twigs were fliivering all for cold ; 

and, dropping down the tears abundantly, 

each thing, methought, with weeping eye me told 
the cruel feason, bidding me withhold 

myfelf within, for I was gotten out 

into the fields whereas I walk about. 



4 MafUr Sackvile'j hdu^ion. 

When, I09 the night, with mifty mantles ipreadf 
^gan dark the day and dim the azure flues ; 

# 
# 



and Phaeton now, near reaching to his race, [bent, 
with gliftering beams gold-ftreaming where they 

was preft to enter in his refting place ; 
ErithiuSi that in the cart firft went, 
had even now attain'd his journey's ftent, 

and, fail declining, hid away his head, 

while I'itan couch'd him in his purple bed : 

and pale Cynthtay with her borrowed light, 
beginning to fupply her brother's place, 

was pail the noon-ftead fix degrees in fight ; 
when iparkling ftars, amid the heaven's face, ^ 
with twinkling light (hone on the earth apace* 

that, while they brought about the iiightys chair, 

the dark had dim'd the day ere I was ware. 
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And forrowing I to fee the fummer flowers, 
the lively green, the lufty leas, forelom ; 

the fturdy trees fo ihatter'd with the fhowers ; 
the fields fb fade, that fiourifh'd fo beforne ; 
it taught me well, all earthly things be born 

to die the death : for nought long time may laH ; 

the fummer's beauty yields to winter's blaft. 

Then looking upward to the heaven's learns 
with nightys ftars thick-powder'd every where, 

which erft fo gliften'd with the golden flreams 
that chearfiil Phabus fpread down from his fphere, 
beholding dark opprelfing day fb near, 

the fudden fight reduced to my mind 

the fundry changes that in earth we find : 

that, musing on this worldly wealth in thought,"" 
which comes, and goes, more fafter than we fee 

the flickering flame that with the fire is wrought,"— 
my busy mind presented unto me 
fuch fall of peers as in this realm had be ; 

that oft I wifh'd, fome would their woes defcrive, 

to warn the refl whom fortune left alive. 

And ftraight forth ftalking with redoubled pace,— 
for that I faw the night drew on fo faft,— 

in black all clad, there fell before my face 
a piteous wight, whom woe had all forewafte ; 
forth from her even the cryflal tears outbrafl ; 

and, fighing fore, her hands (he wrong and fold, 

tare all her hair, that ruth was to behold. 
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Her body fmall, forewither'd, and forefpent* 
as is the ftalk that fummcr's drought opprefTd ; 

her welked face with woeful tears befprent ; 
her colour pale ; and, as it 'feem'd her beft, 
in woe and plaint reposed was her reft ; 

and, as the ftone that drops of water wears, 

fo dented were her cheeks with fall of tears : 

fwollen her eyes, with flowing ftreams afloat ; 

wherewith, her looks thrown up full piteoufljr, 
her forcelefs hands together oft flie fmote, 

with doleful flirieks that ccho'd in the Iky ; 

whose plaint fuch fighs did flxaight accompany, 
that, in my doom, was never man did ice 
a wight but half fo woe-begone as flic. 

I fl:ood agaft, beholding all her plight, 

*tween dread and dolour fo diftram'd in heart, 

that, while my hairs upftarted with the fight, 
the tears out-ftream'd for forrow of her fmart : 
but, when I faw no end that could appart 

the deadly deule which flie fo fore did make, 

with doleful voice then thus to her I {pake. 

TJnnjorap thy nvoes, ^whatever tvight thou hip 
andftint betime to/pill thjfelf ^th plaint : 

tell nuhat thou arty and ^whence ; for <well Ifetj 
thou catCft not durey nuith forronjo thus attaint : 
And, with that word of forrow, all forefaint 

fhe looked up ; and, proftrate as flie lay, 

with piteous found, lo, thus fhe 'gan to fay. 
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AlaSy Iwritchy *whom thus thou fe^ ft diftrmi^d 
nuith nuafting nuoes that never flfoil afiaki^ 

Sorrow I am\ in enHefs torments pained 
among the furies in the infernal laie, 
nvhere Pluto god of hell fo grisly black 

thth hold his throne J and Lethe'j deadt^ tafte 

doth re^ve remembrance ef each thing forepaft : 

Whence come I am, the dreary deftiw^ 

and hckl^s lot fer to bemoan of those 
nuhom fortune, in this maze of misery', 

of lur etched chance moft nvoeful mirrours chose ; 

that, nvhen thoufeeft how lightly they did Use 
their pomp, their power, and that they thought moft furcy 
thou mafftfoon deem no earthly thing nut^ dure. 

Whose rueful voice no fooner had o^jtbray'd 
those woeful words wherewith fhe fbrrow'd fb» 

but out, alasy fhe (hrighty and never fia/d, 
fell down, and all to dafh'd herfelf for woe : 
the cold pale dread my limbs 'gan overgo ; 

and I fb forrow'd at her fbrrows eft, 

that, what with grief, and fear, my wits were reft. 

I Aretch'd myfelf, and ftraight my heart revives, 
that dread and dolour erft did fo appale ; 

like him that with the fervent fever ftrives, 
when iicknefs ieeks his caitie health to feale ; 
with gather'd fp'rits fo forc'd I fear to avale ; 

and, rearing her, with anguiih all foredone, 

my ip'rits retum'd, and then I thus begun. 

D 1 
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O, SoiTOw, alas., feth Sorrow is thy name, 
and that to thee this drear doth ^well pertain^ 

in 'vain it were to/tek to ceafe the fame : 
huty as a man him/elf luith forrotu Jlcun^ 
fo /, aUiSy Jo comfort thee in pain^ 

that here in /orrow art forefonk fo deep 

that at thy fight I can hut figh and iveep. 

■ 

I had no iboner ipoken of a flike, 

but that the ftorm fo rumbrd in her brcaft 

as jEolus could never roar the like ; 

and ihowcfs down rained from her eyen fo faft* 
that all bedrcnt the place ; 'till, at the laft, 

well eased they the dolour of her mind, 

as rage of rain doth 'fwage the ftorm y wind : 

for forth fhc paced in her fearful tale: 

ConUy <omey quoth fhe, and fee ^what 1 fhall fhovo ; 

come^ hear the plaining and the bitter bale 
of nvorthy men hy fortune overthrew ; 
come thouy and fee them ruing all in rotv : 

thiy ivere hut fhadesy that erfi in mind thou rold\ 

comey come ivith me^ thine eyes fhall them behold. 

What could these words but make me more agaft, 
to hear her tell whereon I mus*d while-ere, 

fo was I maz'd therewith ? 'till, at the laft, 
musing upon her words, and what they were, 
all fuddenly well leffon'd was my fear ; 

for to my mind retomed, how ftie tell'd 

both what ftic was and where her won (he held ; 
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wbereby I knew that fhe a goddefs was : 
and, therewithal, resorted to my mind 

my thought, that late presented me the glafs 
of brittle ftate, of cares that here we find,, 
of thousand woes to filly men afiien'd ; 

and how fhe now bid me come and behold, 

to fee with eye that erfl in thought I rold. 

Flat down I fell, and with all reverence 
adored her ; perceiving now, that fhe, 

a goddefs, fent by godly providence, 

in earthly fhape thu» fhow'd herfelf to me^ 
to wail and rue this world's uncertainty : 

and, while I honoured thus her godhead's might,. 

with plaining voice these words to me fhe fhright. 

/ Jhall thee guide firft to the grisly lake^ 
and thence unto the blifsful place of reft ; 

'oohere thou Jhak fee^ and hear ^ the plaint they make 
that njuhilome here bareftujtng among the heft : 
this ft?ah thou fee ; but great is the unreft 

that thou muft ^bide^ before thou cattft attain 

unto the dreadful place luhere these remain. 

And, with these words, as I upraised flood, 
and 'gan to follow her that ftraight forth pac'd, 

ere I was ware, into a desert wood 

we now were come ; where, hand in hand embraced, 
fhe led the way, and through the thick fo trac'd, 

as, but I had been guided by her might, 

it was no way for any mortal wight. 

D3 
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But, lo, while thus amid the desert dark 
we paiTed on with fteps and pace dnmeet, 

a rumoHng roar, confiis'd with howl and bark 
of dogs, fhook all the ground under our feet» 
and flrook the din within our ears fb deep, 

as, half diflraught, unto the ground I fell, 

beibught return, and not to visit helL 

But fhe forthwith, uplifting me apace, 

removed my dread, and, with a fledfaft mind* 

bad me come on ; for here was now the place, 
the place where we our travel end ihould find : 
wherewith I rose, and to the place aflign'd 

afloin'd I ftalk ; when ilraight we approached near 

the dreadful place that you will dread to hear. 

An hideous hole,— all vail, withouten fhape, 

of endlefs depth, o'erwhelm*d with ragged ftonc,--» 

with ugly mouth and grisly jaws doth gape, 
and to our fight confounds itfelf in one : 
here cnter'd we ; and, yeding forth, anone 

an horrible lothly lake we might discern, 

as black as pitch, that cleped is A<veme: 

A deadly gulf; where nought but rubbifh grows, 
with roul black fwelth in thicken'd lumps that lies ; 

which up i' the air fuch flinking vapours throws, 
that over there may fly no fowl but dies, 
choak'd with the peiHlent favours that arise« 

Hither we come ; whence forth we ftill did pace, 

in dreadful fear- amid the dreadful place* 
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And, firft, within the porch and jaws of hell 
fat deep Remorfe of cot^fcitnce^ all befprent 

with tears ; and to herfelf oft would fhe tdl 
her wretchednefs, and, curiing, never ftent 
to fob and figh, but ever thus lament 

with thoughtful care ; as fhe that, all in vain, 

would wear and waile continually in pain : 

Her eyes unfledfaft, rolling here and there, [brought, 
whirl'd on each place, as place that vengeance 

fo was her mind continually in fear, 

toil and tormented with the tedious thought 
of those detefled crimes which fhe had wrought ; 

with dreadful cheer, and looks thrown to the fky, 

wifhing for death, and yet fhe could not die. 

Next, faw we Dreads all trembling how he fhook, 
with foot uncertain, profer'd here and there ; 

benumb'd of ipeech ; and, with a gaflly look, 
fearch'd every place, all pale and dead for fear, 
his cap bom up with flaring of his hair ; 

'ftoin'd and amaz'd at his own fhade for dread, 

and fearing greater dangers than was need. 

And, next, within the entry of this lake 
fat fell Re'venge^ gnafhing her teeth for ire ; 

devising means how fhe may vengeance take ; 
never in refl, 'till (he have her desire ; 
but frets within fo far forth with the fire 

of wreaking flames, that now determines fhe 

to die by death, or 'veng'd by death to be. 

B + 
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When fell Revenge, with bloody foul pretence, 
had fhow'd heHelf, as next in order fet, 

with trembling limbs we foftly parted thence, 
'till in our eyes another fight we met ; 
when fro my heart a figh forthwith I fet, 

ruing, alas, upon the woeful plight 

of Misery^ that next appeared in fight : 

His face was lean, and fome-deal pin'd away, 
and eke his hands confumed to the bone ; 

but, what his body was, I cannot fay, 
for on his carkafs rayment had he none, 
fave clouts and patches pieced one by one ; 

with flafF in hand, and fcrip on fhoulders caft, 

his chief defence againft the winter's blaft : 

his food, for moft, was wild fruits of the tree, 
unlefs fometime fome crums fell to his fhare, 

which in his wallet long, God wot, kept he, 
as oh the which full daint'ly would he fiare ; 
his drink, the running^ dream ; his cup, the bare 

of his palm clos'd ; his bed, the hard cold ground : 

To this poor life was Misery ybound. 

Whose wretched ftate when we had well beheld, 
with tender ruth on him, and on his feers, 

in thoughtful cares forth then our pace we held ; 
And, by and by, another fhape appears 
of greedy Care^ ftill brulhing up the breers ; 

his knuckles knob'd, his fleih deep dinted in, 

with tawed hands, and hard ytanned ikin : 
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the morrow grey no fooner hath beeun 

to fpread ms light, e'en peeping m our eyes, 

but he is up, and to his work yrun ; 

but let the night's black mifty mantles rise, 
and with foul dark never fo much diiguise 

the fair bright day, yet ceafeth he no while, 

but hath his candles to prolong his toil. 

By him lay heavy Sleepy the cousin of Death, 
flat on the ground, and ftill as any done, 

a very corpfe, fave yielding forth a breath ; 
fmall keep took he, whom fortune frowned on, 
or whom flie lifted up into the throne 

of high renown, but, as a living death, 

iOi dead alive, of life he drew me breath r 

the body's reft, the quiet cf the heart, 

the travel's ease, the ftill night's feer was he, 

and of our life in earth the better part ; 
rever of fight, and yet in whom we fee 
things oft that chance and oft that never be ; 

without refpedt, efteemed equally 

king Crof/us* pomp and Irus* poverty. 

And next, in order fad, Old-age we found : 
his beard all hoar, his eyes hollow and blind ; 

with drooping cheer ftill poring on the ground> 
as on the place where nature him affign'd 
to reft, when that the fifters had untwin'd 

his vital thread, and ended with their knife 

the fleeting courfe of faft-dedining life : 
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There heard we him with broken and hollow plaint 
rue with himfelf his end approaching faft, 

and all for nought his wretched mind torment 
with fweet remembrance of his pleasures paft> 
and frefli delights of lufty youth forewafte ; 

Recounting which, how would he fob and ihrieky 

and to be young again of Jove befeek ? 

but, an* the cruel fates fo fixed be 
that time forepaft cannot return again, 

this one requeft of Jove yet prayed he, — 

That, in fuch wither'd plight, and wretched pain, 
as eld, accompany'd with her lothfome train, 

had brought on him, all were it woe and grief, 

he might a while yet linger forth his lief, 

and not fo fbon defcend into the pit ; 

where Death, when he the mortal corp(e hath flain, 
with rechlefs hand in grave doth cover it ; 

thereafter never to enjoy again 

the gladfome light, but, in the ground ylain, 
in depth of darknefs wafte and wear to nought, 
as he had ne'er into the world been brought : 

But who had feen him fobbing how he ftood 
unto himfelf, and how he would bemoan 

his youth forepaft,— as though it wrought him good 
to talk of youth, all were his youth foregone, — 
he would have mus'd, and marvel'd much, whereon 

this wretched Age fhould life desire fo fain, 

and knows full well life doth but length his pain; 
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crook-back'd he was, tooth-ihaken, and blear-e/d ; ; 
went on three feet, and^ fometimey crept on four; 

with old lame bones, that rattl'd by his ude ; 

his fcalp all pil'd, and he with eld forlore, ' 

his withered ii9i ftiU knocking at death's door^ t^ 

fumbling, and driveling, as he draws his breath ; i "^ 

for brie^ the fhape and meiTenger of Death* \ 

And fail by him pale Malady was plac'd : 
fore fick in bed, her Colour all foregone ; 

bereft of ftomack, favour, and of tafte, 

ne could ihe brook no meat but broths alone ; 
her breath corrupt ; her keepers every one 

abhorring her ; her ficknefs pall recure, 

detelHng physick, and all physick's cure. 

But, o, the doleful fight that then we fee \ 
we tum'd our look, and on the other fide 

a grisly fhape of Famine mought we fee : 

with greedy looks, and gaping mouth, that cry'd 
and roar'd for meat, as fhe fhoudd there have dy'd ; 

her body thin and bare as any bone, 

whereto was left nought but the cafe alone, 

and that, aias, was gnaw'n on every where, 
all full of holes ; that I ne mought refrain 

from tears, to fee how fhe her arms could tear, 
and with her teeth gnafh on the bones in vain, 
when, all for nought, fhe fain would fo fuflain 

her ftarven corpfe, that rather feem'd a fh^e 

than any fubftance of a creature made: 
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Great was her force, whom ftone-wall could not ftay : 
her tearing nails {hatching at all fhe faw y 

with gaping jaws, that by no means ymay 
be fatiffy'd from hunger of her maw, 
but eats herfelf as fhe that hath no law^ 

gnawing, alas, her carkafs all in vain, 

where you may count each finew, bone, and veinv 

On her while we thus firmly fix'd our eyes, 
that bled for ruth of fiich a dreary fight, 

lo, fuddenly fhe fhright in fb huge wise 

as made hell gate* to fhivcr with the might ; 
wherewith, a dart we faw, how it did light 

right on her breaH, and, therewithal, pale Death 

enthrilling it, to reve her of her breath :. 

And, by and by, a dumb dead corpfe we faw,. 

heavy,, and cold, die fhape of Death aright, 
that daunts all earthly creatures to his law, 

againfl whose force in vain it is to fight ; 

ne peers, ne princes, nor no mortal wight, 
no towns, ne realms, cities, ne flrongefl tower>. 
but all, perforce, muft yield unto his power : 

his dart, anon, out of the corpfe he took, 
and in his hand (a dreadful fight to fee) 

with great triumph eftfoons the fame he- fhooky 
that mofl of all my fears afFrayed me ; 
his body dight with nought but bones, pardy^;? 

the naked. fhape of man there faw I plain, 

all fave the fiefh, the finew, and the vein. 
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XiaiUy, flood Wary in glittering arms yclad, 

with visage grim ; ftern look'd, and blackly hu'd : 

in his right hand a naked fword he had, 

that to the hilts was all with blood imbru'd ; 
and in his left (that kings and kingdoms ru'd) 

famine and fire he held, and therewithal 

he razed towns, and threw down towers and all : 

cities he fack'd ; and realms (that whilom flower'd 
in honour, glory, and rule, above the reft) 

he overwhelmed, and all their fame devour'd, 
confum'd, deftroyM, wafted, and never ceaTd 
'till he their wealth their name and all opprefTd: 

his face forehew'd with wounds ; and by his fide 

there hung his targe, with gafhes deep and wide. 

In mids of which depainted there we found 
deadly Debate, all full of fnaky hair 

that with a bloody fillet was ybound, 

outbreathing nought but difcord every where : 
and round about were pourtray'd, here and there, 

the hugy hofts ; Darius and his power, 

his kiaigs, his princes, peers, and all his ilower : 
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Xerxes^ the Perfian king, yet faw I there, 
with his huge hoft, that drank the rivers dry, 

difmounted hills, and made the vales uprear ; 
his hoft and all yet faw I flain, pardy^ : 
Thebes too I faw, all razM how it did lie 

in heaps of ftones ; and Tyrus put to fpoil, 

with walls and towers flat-even'd with the foil. 

But 7V^, (alas ! ) methought, above them all, 
it made mine eyes in very tears confume ; 

when I beheld the woeful word befall,-" 
that by the wrathful will of gods was come, 
and yo've\ unmoved fentence and foredoom 

on Priam king and on his town fo bent,— 

.1 could not lin but I muft there lament ; 
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and that the more, fith deftiny was fo ftem 
as, force perforce, there might no force avail 

but (he muft fall : and, by her fall, we learn 
that cities, towers, wealth, world, and all fhall qaail ; 
no manhood, might, nor nothing mought prevail ; 

all were there prefl full many a prince, and peer, 

and many a knight that fold his death full dear : 

not worthy HeSor^ worthieft of them all, 

her hope, her joy, his force is nOw for nought : 

O, Troy, Tr^, <Ktop, there is no boot but bale ! 
the hugy horfe within thy walls is brought ; 
thy turrets fall ; thy knights, that whilom fought 

in arms amid the field, are flain in bed ; 

thy gods defil'd, and all thy honour dead : 

The flames upfpring, and cruelly they creep 
from wall to roof, 'till all to cinders wafte : 

fome fire the houses where the wretches fleep ; 
fome rufh in here, fbme run in there as fafl ; 
in every where or fword, or fire, they tafte : 

the walls are torn, the towers whirl'd to the ground ; 

there is no mifchief, but may there be found. 

Cajfandra yet there faw I how they hal'd 

from Pallas'* houfe, with fpercPd trefs undone, 

her wrifls faft bound, and with Greek rout impal'd ; 
and Priam eke, in vain how he did run 
to arms, whom Pyrrhus with defpite hath done 

to cruel death, and bath'd him in the baign 

of his fon's blood before the altar (lain.. 



20 Mafter Sackvile'/ InduSion. 

But how can I defcrive the doleful fight 
that in the Ihield fo lively fair did Ihine ? 

fith in this world, I think, was never wight 
could have fet forth the half not half fo fine : 
I can no more, but tell how there is feen 

fair lUum fall in burning red gledes down, 

and, from the foil, great Troy, Neptunus^ town. 

Herefrom when fcarce I could mine eyes withdraw, 
that iiird with tears as doth the fpringing well, 

we paffed on fo far forth 'till we faw 
rude Acheron, a lothfome lake to tell, 
that boils and bubs up fwelth as black as hell ; 

where grisly Charon^ at their fixed tide. 

Hill ferries ghofts unto the farther fide. 

The aged god no fooner Sorrmv ipy'd, 
but, halting flraight unto the bank apace, 

with hollow call unto the rout he cry'd, 

to fwerve apart, and give the goddefs place : 
ftraight it was done ; when to the fhore we pace. 

where, hand in hand as we then linked fail, 

within the boat we are together placed; 

and forth we launch, full-fraughted to the brink : 
when, with the unwonted weight, the rufly ke«l 

began to crack, as if the fame ftiould fmk : 
we hoife up mall and fail, that in a while 
we fet the ftiore ; where fcarcely we had while 

for to arrive, but that we heard anone 

a three-found bark confounded all in one : 



Mafter SackvUe'j InduaUn. 2i 

We had not long forth pafTd, but that we faw 
black Cerberus^ the hideous houn^ of hell, 

with bridles rear'd,. and with a three-mouth'd jaw 
foredinning the ayer with his horrible yell, 
out of the deep dark cave where he did dwell : 

the goddefs ilraight he knew ; and, by and by, 

he peac'd, and couch'd, whiles that we pafTed by. 

Thence come we to the horror and the hell, 

the lar^ £^^^ kingdoms, and the dreadful reign 

of Pluto in his throne where he did. dwell, 
the wide walle places, and the hugy plain, 
the wailings, ihrieks, and fundry forts of pain, 

the fighs, and fobs, the deep and deadly groan ; 

earth, air, and all, resounding plaint and moan : 

here pul'd the babes, and here the maids unwed 
with folded hands their forry chance bewail'd ; 

here wept the guiltlefs flain, and lovers dead 
that flew them(elves when nothing elfe avail'd ; 
a thousand forts of forrows here, that wail'd 

with Aghs, and tears, fobs, fhrieks, and all yfere, 

that (o, alas ! ) it was a hell to hear. 

We flay'd us fhaight, and, with a meful fear, 
beheld this heavy fight ; while from mine eyes 

the vapour'd tears down-Hilled here and there ; 
and Sorrow eke in far more woeful wise 
took on with plaint, upheaving to the fkies 

her wretched hands, that, with her cry, the rout 

'gan all in heaps to fwarm us round about : 

E 



22 Mafter Sackvile'/ Inclusion. 

Lof here (quoth Sorroiv) princes of renonjjn, 
that tvhilom fat on top of fortune*! *wheel, 

no<w lay* d full lowu ; like ^wretches ivhirled donvn 
ev*n fwith one frotvny that ft of d hut tvith afmile : 
and nonjo heboid the thing that thou erenvhile 

faiAj only in thought ; and^ fwhat thou non» Jhak hear, 

recount the fame to Kesar, king, and peer. 

Then firft came Henry duke of Buckingham,-^ 
his cloak of black all pird, and quite fbrewom~~" 

wringing his hands ; and fortune oft doth blame, 
wmchy of a duke, hath made him now her {com ; 
with gaftlv looks, as one in manner lorn ; 

oft fpre^ his arms, flretcht hands he joins as fafl» 

with mefiil cheer, and vapour'd eyes upcaft : 

his cloak he rent, his manly bread he beat, 
his hair all torn about the place it lay ; 

my heart fo molte to fee his grief fo great, 
as feelingly, methought, it drop'd away ; 
his eyes they whirPd about withouten ftay ; 

with flormy fighs the prince did fo complain, 

as if his heart at each had bur ft in twain : 

Thrice he began to tell his doleful tale, 

and thrice the fighs did fwallow up his vcnce ; 

at each of which he ihrieked fb withal, 

as though the heavens rived with the noise ; 
'till at uie laft, recovering his voice, 

fupping the tears that all his breaft berainM, 

on cruel fortune weeping thus he plain*d. 
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Each woman is a brief of womankind, 
and doth in little even. as much contain ; 

as, in one day and night, all life we find ; 
of either more is but the fame again : 

God fram'd her fo, that, to her hufband, (he, 

as E*vey fhould all the world of women be. 

So fram'd he both, that neither power he gave 
ufe of themfelves, but by exchange, to make : 

whence in their face the fair no pleasure have, 
but by reflex of what thence other take ; 

our lips in their own kifs no pleasure find, 

toward their proper face our eyes are blind. 

So God in Eve did perfedl man begun ; 

'till then, in vain much of himfelf he had : 
in Adam God created only one ; 

E'vey and the world to come, in E'ue he made : 
We are two halves : while each from other ftrays, 
both barren are ; join'd, both their like can raise. 
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At firft, both fexes were in man combin'd, , 
man a (he man did in his body breed : 

Mam was E'vehy Enje mother of mankind ; 

E'ue from Iive>iiefh, man did from dufl proceed : 

One» thus made two, marriage doth re-unite» 

and makes them both but one hermaphrodite. 

Man did but the well-being of his life 

from woman take, her l^ing fhe from man ; 

and therefore E^ve created was a wife, 
and at the end of all her fex began ; 

marriage their objeft is : Their being then, 

and now perfeftion, they receive from men. 

Marriage,— to all whose joys two parties be ; 

and doubl'd are, by being parted fo ; 
wherein the very aft is chaftity, 

whereby two fouls into one body go : 
which makes two one, while here they living be; 
and after death, in their pofterity. 

God to each man a private woman gave, 
that in that center his desires might (Hnt ; 

that he a comfort like himfelf might have, 
and that on her his like he might imprint : 

double is woman's ufe ; part of their end 

doth on this age, part on the next depend. 

We fill but part of time ; yet cannot die, 

'till we the world a frelh fupply have lent : 
Children are bodies' fole eternity : 
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Nature is God's, art is man's inHrument : 
now all man's art but only dead things makes ; 
but, herein, man in things of life partakes. 

For wand'ring luft,— I know, *tis infinite ; 

it itill begins, and adds not more to more : 
the guilt is everlafting ; the delight — 

this inflant doth not feel of that before : 
the tafte of it is only in the fenfe ; 
the operation, in the confcience. 

Woman is not luft's bounds, but womankind ; 

one is love's number : who from that doth fall, 
hath lofl his hold, and no new reil ihall find ; 

vice hath no mean, but not to be at all : 
a wife is that enough luft cannot find ; 
for luft is ftill with want, or too much, pin'd. 

Bate luft the fin, my fhare is even with his ; 

for, not to luft, and, to enjoy, is one ; 
and more or lefs, paft, equal nothing is : 

I ftill have one, luft one at once alone ; 
and though the woman often changed be, 
yet he's toe fame without variety. 

Marriage our luft (as 'twere with fuel, fire) 
doth, with a medicine of the fame, allay ; 

and not forbid, but redtify, desire : 

Myfelf I cannot choose ; my wife, I may : 

and, in the choice of her, it much doth lie 

to mend myfelf-^ in my pofterity. 



6 The Wifi. 

O, rather let me love, than be in love ; 

ib let me choose/ as wife and fiiend to find % 
let me forget her iex, when I approve ; 

beafts' hkenefs lies in ihape, but ours in mind : 
our fouls no fexes have, their love is clean ; 
no fex, both in the better part are men. 

But physick for our lull their bodies be, 
but matter fit to fhew our love upon, 

but only ihells for our pofterity ; 

their fouls were giv'n left man fhould be alone : 

for but the {bul's interpreters words be ; 

without which, bodies are no company. 

That goodly frame we fee of llefh and blood 
their fafhion is, not weight ; it is, I fay, 

but their lay part ; but wdl-digefted food ; 

'tis but, 'twixt duft and duft, life's middle way : 

the worth of it is nothing that is feen, 

but only that it holds a foul within. 

And all the carnal beauty of my wife 

is but fkin-deep, but to two fenfes known ; 

fhort even of pidures, fhorter-liv'd than liic ; 
and yet the love furvives, that's built thereon ; 

for our imagination is too high 

for bodies, when they meet^ to fatiflFy* 

All fhapes, all colours, are alike in night : 

nor doth our touch diftinguifh foul, or fair^ 
but man's imagination, and his fight ; 
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and those, but the firft week : by caftom are 
both made alike, which differ'd at firft view ; 
nor can that difference abfence much renew. 

Nor can that beauty lying in the face, 

but meerly by imagination, be 
enjoy'd by us in an inferior place ; 

nor can that beauty, by enjoying, we 
make ours become : fo our desire grows tame ; 
we changed are, but it remains the fame. 

Birth, lefs than beauty, fhall my reason blind; 

her birth eoes to my children, not to me i 
rather had I that adive gentry find, 

virtue, than paffive from her anceHry ; 
rather in her alive one virtue fee, 
than all the reft dead in her pedigree. 

In the degrees high rather be (he plac'd 

of nature, than of art and policy ; 
gentry is but a relique of time paft, 

and love doth only but the present fee : 
things were firfl made, then words : (he were the iame 
with, or without, that title, or that name. 

As for, the odds of fexes, portion,— 
nor wiiri ihun it, nor my aim it make : 

birth, beauty, wealth, are nothing; worth alone ; 
all these I would for good additions take, 

not for good parts : those two are ill combined, 

whom any third thing from themfelves hath join'd. 
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Rather than these, the objed of my love 
let it be good : when these with virtue go, 

they, in themfelves indifferent, virtues prove ; 
for good, like fire, turns all things to be fo : 

God*s image, in her foul, o, let me place 

my love upon ; not AdanC^^ in her face. 

Good is a fairer attribute than white ; 

'tis the mind's beauty, keeps the other fWeet ; 
that's not ftill one, nor mortal with the light ; 

nor glafs, nor painting, can it counterfeit ; 
nor doth it raise desires, which ever tend 
at once to their perfection and their end. 

By, good, I would have, holy, underftood ; 

fo God ihe cannot love, but alfo me : 
the law requires, our words, and deeds, be good ; 

religion even the thoughts doth fanftify ; 
and ihe is more a maid, which ravifh'd is, 
than ihe, which only doth but wifh amifs. 

Luft only by religion is withftood ; 

luft's objed is alive, his ftrength within : 
morality resifts but in cold blood ; • 

refpe£l of credit feareth fhame, not fin ; 
but no place dark enoueh for fuch offence 
fhe finds, that's watch'd by her own confdence. 

Then may I trufl her body with her mind ; 
and, thereupon fecure, need never know 
the pangs of jealouiy : and love doth find 
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more pain, to doubt her falfe, than know her fo ; 
for patience is of evils that afe known 
the certain remedy, but doubt hath none. 

And, be that thought once fUr'd, 'twill never die ; 

nor will the grief more mild by cuftom prove ; 
nor yet amendment can it fatiffy ; 

the anguifli more or lefs is, as our love : 
this misery doth jealoufy enfue, 
that we may prove her falfe, but cannot true. 

Sulpition may the will of luft reftrain ; 

but good prevents from ha^nng fuch a will : 
a wife, that's good, doth chad and more contain ; 

for chafl is but anabftinence from ill ; 
and in a wife 'that's bad although the bed 
of qualities, yet in a good the leail. 

To bar the means is care, not jealoufy : 
fome lawful things to be avoided are, 

when they occasion of unlawful be : 
luft, ere it hurts, is beft defcry'd afar : 

luft is a fin of two ; he, that is fure 

of cither part, may be of both fecure. 

Give me, next good, an underftanding wife, 
by nature- wise, not learned by much art ; 

fome knowledge on her fide will, all my life, 
more fcopc of converfation impart ; 

befides, her in-born virtue fortify : 

they are moft firmly good, that beft know why. 
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A paffive underftanding to conceive, 

and judgment to discern, I wifh to find ; 

beyond that, all, as hazardous, I leave : 
learning, and pregnant wit, in womankind, 

what it finds malleable maketh frail ; 

and doth not add more ballaft, but more fail. 

Books are a part of man's prerogative ; 

in formal ink they thoughts, and voices^ hold ; 
that we to them our folitude may give, 

and make time present travel that of old : 
our life fame peeceth longer at the end, 
and books it farther backward do extend. 

DomefHck charge doth befl that fex befit, 
contiguous businefs ; fo to fix the mind, 

that leisure fpace for fancies not admit ; 
their leisure 'tis corrupteth womankind ; 

elfe, being placed from many vices free, 

they had to heaven a ihorter cat than we. 

As good, and knowing, let her be difcreet ; 

that, to the others' weight, doth fafhion bring : 
difcretion doth confider ^^mat is fit, 

goodnefs but what is lawful ; but the thing, 
not circumflances ; learning is, and wit, 
in men, but curious folly without it. 

To keep their name, when 'tis in others* hands, 

difcretion aiks : their credit is by far 
more frail than they ; on likelihoods it fUnds ; 
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and hard to be difprov'd lufl's ilander3 are : 
their carriage, not their chaftity alone, 
muil keep their name chail from fufpitioa. 

Women's behaviour is a furer bar 

than is their, no : that fairly doth deny, 

without denying ; thereby kept they are 

fafe even from hope : in part to blame is fhe, 

that hath, without confent, been only try'd ; 

he comes too near, that comes to be deny'd. 

Now,"" fince a woman we to marry are, 
a foul and body, not a foul alone,— 

^when one is good, then be the other fair ; 
beauty is health and beauty both in one : 

be ihe fo fair, as change am yield no gain ; 

fo fair, as fhe moil women eLfe contain : 

At leaft, fo fair let me imagine her ; 

that thought, to me, is truth ; opinion 
cannot, in matter of opinion, err : 

with no eyes fhall I fee her, but mine own ; 
and, as my fancy her conceives to be, 
even fuch my fenfes both do feel and fee. 

[The face we may the feat of beauty calU 

in it the relifh of the reft doth lie ; 
nay, even a figure of the mind withal : 

and of the face the life moves in the eye : 
no things elfe, being two, fo like we fee ; 
fo like, that they two but in number be.] 
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Beauty in decent fhape, and colours, lies ; 

colours the matter are, and fhape the foul ; 
the foul, which from no fingle part doth rise, 

but from the juft proportion of the whole \ 
and is a meer fpiritual harmony 
of every part, united in the eye. 

[Love is a kind of fuperftition, 

which fears the idol which itfelf hath fram'd ; 
lull, a desire ; which rather from his own 

temper, than from the objedl, is enflam'd : 
beauty is love's objeft ; woman, lull's ; to gain 
love, love desires ; lull, only to obtain.] 

No circumllance doth beauty beautify, 
like graceful fafhion, native comelincfs ; 

nay, even gets pardon for deformity : 
art cannot it beget, but may encreafe : 

when nature had fix'd beauty, perfed made, 

fomething fhe left for motion to add. 

But let that falhion more to modelly 
tend, than affurance : modelly doth fet 

the face in his juft place, from paflion free ; 
*tis both the mind's and body's beauty met : 

but modefty, no virtue can we fee ; 

that is the face's only chaftity. 

Where goodnefs fails, 'twixt ill and ill that ftands : 
Whence 'tis, that women— though they weaker be, 
and their desires more ilrong ~~ yet on their hands 
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the chafHty of men doth often lie : 
loft would more common be than any one, 
could it, like other fins, be done alone. 

All these good parts a perfeft woman make : 
Add love to me, diey make a perfed wife : 

without her love, her beauty fhould I take 
(as that of piftures) dead ; that gives it life : 

*till then, her beauty (like the fun) doth fhine 

alike to all ; that makes it only mine. 

And of that love let reason father be ; 

and paffion, mother ; let it from the one 
his being take ; the other, his degree : 

(elf-love (which fecond loves are built upon) 
will make me, if not her, her love refpedt ; 
QO man but favours his own worth's effect. 

As good, and wise, fo be fhe fit for me ; 

that is — to will, and not to will, the fame : 
my wife is my adopted felf ; and Ihe, 

as me, fo, what I love, to love mufl frame : 
for, when by marriage both in one concur, 
woman converts to man, not man to her. 
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ACT I. 

SCENE I. London. A Room of State in the Palaci. 

Flourijh, Enter King Edward, attended % 

Prince ^ Wales, Warwick, Derby, Audley, 

Artois, and Others. 

Edh^, Robert oi Artoisy banifli'd though thou be 
From France, thy native country, yet with us 
Thou fhalt retain as great a figniory ; 
For we create thee earl of Richmond here.' 
And now go forwards with our pedigree ; 
Who next fucceeded Philip le beau ? 

Art, Three fons of his ; which all, fuccefllvely* 
Did fit upon their father's regal throne ; 
Yet dy'd, and left no iffue of their loins. 

Edw. But was my mother fifter unto those ? 

Art. She was, my lord ; and only Isabelk 
Was all the daughters that this Philip had : 
Whom afterward your father took to wife ; 
And, from the fragrant garden of her womb. 
Your gracious felf, the flbwer of Europ^s hope* 

^ Philip of Bew ? f fucceflefuUy 

F4 
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Derived is inheritor to France, 

But note the rancour of rebellious minds. 

When thus the linage of U beau was out. 

The French obfcur'd your mother's priviledge ; 

And, though ihe were the next of blood, proclaim'd 

Johny of the houfe of Faloisy now their king : 

The reason was, They fay, the realm of France^ 

Replete with princes of great parentage. 

Ought not admit a governor to rule. 

Except he be defcended of the male ; 

And that's the fpecial ground of their contempt^ 

Wherewith they ftudy to exclude your grace : 

But they ihall find that forged ground of theirs 

To be but dufty heaps of brittle iand. 

Perhaps, it will bfc thought a heinous thing. 

That I, a Frenchman^ fhould difcover this : 

But heaven I call to record of my vows ; 

It is not hate, nor any private wrong. 

But love unto my country, and the right. 

Provokes my tongue thus lavifti in report : 

You are the lineal watchman of our peace. 

And John of Valois indireftly climbs : 

What then fhould fubjefts, but embrace their king ? 

Ah, wherein may our duty more be feen. 

Than, ftriving to rebate a tyrant's pride. 

Place the true fhepherd of our common-wealth ? 

Edw, This counfel, Artois^ like to fruitful ihowers. 
Hath added growth unto my dignity : 
And, by the fiery vigour of thy words. 
Hot courage is engender'd in my breaft, 

3 of Bcw was * ' watchmen * ^ And place 
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Which heretofore was rak'd in ignorance ; 
But now doth mount with eolden wings of fame^ 
And will approve fair IsabelJe^s defcent 
Able to yoke their ftubborn necks with fteel 
That fpurn againft my fov'reignty in France, — 

[Comet fwitbin, 
A meffenger ? _. Lord u^i/^/^y, know from whence. 
Exit Audley, and returns. 

jiuD. The duke ofLorrainy having croff'd the fcas, 
Intreats he may have conference wim your highnefs. 

EDff". Admit him, lords, that we may hear the 
Exeunt Lords, King takes his State, [news._ 
Re-enter Lords ; tuitb L o r r. a i n , attended. 
Say.duke of Z(?rrtf?», wherefore art thou come? [France, 

Lor, The moft renowned prince, king ^'^'^^ of 
Doth greet thee, Ediuard: and by me commands. 
That, for fo much as by his liberal gift 
The Guyenne dukedom is entail'd to thee. 
Thou do him lowly homage for the fame : 
And, for that purpose, here I fummon thee 
Repair to France within these forty days. 
That there, according as the cuflom is. 
Thou may'ft be fwom true liege-man to the king; 
Or, elfe, thy title in that province dies. 
And he himfelf will repossefs the place. 

Edw, See, how occasion laughs me in the face ! 
No fooner minded to prepare for France^ 
But, ftraight, I am invited ; nay, with threats. 
Upon a penalty, enjoin'd to come : 
'Twere but a foolilh part, to fay him nay. ^ 
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LorratHy return this anfwer to thy lord : 
I mean to visit him, as he requefts ; 
But how ? not fervilely difpos'd to bend ; 
But like a conqueror, to make him bow : 
His lame unpoliih'd fhifts are come to light ; 
And truth hath pull'd the vizard from his face. 
That fet a glofs upon his arrogance. 
Dare he command a fealty in me ? 
Tell him, the crown, that he usurps, is mine ; 
And where he fets his foot, he ought to kneel r 
'Tis not a petty dukedom that I claim. 
But all the whole dominions of the realm ; 
Which if with grudging he refuse to yield, 
I'll take away those borrowed plumes of his. 
And fend him naked to the wildemefs. 

Lor . Then, Eihuardy here, in fpite of all thy lords, 
I do pronounce defiance to thy face. 

Pri. Defiance, Frenchman ? we rebound it back. 
Even to the bottom of thy matter's throat : 
And,— be it fpoke with reverence of the king 
My gracious father, and these other lords,— 
I hold thy mefTage but as fcurrilous ; 
And him, that fent thee, like the lazy drone. 
Crept up by Health unto the eagle's neft ; 
From whence we'll fhake him with fo rough a fl;onn» 
As others fhall be warned by his harm. 
j* Wa r . Bid him leave off the lion's cafe he wears ; 
\ Left, meeting with the lion in the field, 
< He chance to tear him piece-meal for his pride. 

Jrt. The foundeft counfel I can give his grace. 
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Isy to furrender ere he be confhain'd : 
A voluntary mifchief hath lefs fcom, 
Than when reproach with violence is bom. 

LoK . Regenerate traitor, viper to the place 
Where thou waft fofter'd in thine infancy, 

^dranuing his S*word. 
Bear'ft thou a part in this confpiracy ? 

Edw, Lorraitiy behold the Iharpnefs of this fteel : 

\dra<wing his. 
Fervent desire, that fits againft my heart. 
Is far more thorny-pricking than this blade ; 
That, with the nightingale, I fliall be fcar'd. 
As oft as I difpose myfelf to reft. 
Until my colours be difplay'd in France : 
This is thy final anfwer, fo be gone. 

Lor, It is not that, nor any Englijh brave, 
Afflids me £0^ as doth his "f" poison'd view ; 
That is moft falfe, fhould moft of all be true. 

[Exeunt L o R R a i n , and Train. 

Edu^, Now, lords, our fleeting bark is under fail : 
Our gage iaf thrown ; and war is fbon begun. 
But not fo quickly brought unco an end. -. 

Enter Sir William Mountague. 
But wherefore comes fir William Mountague ? 
How ftands the league between the Scot and us ? 

Mou, Crack'd and diflever'd, my renowned lord. 
The treacherous king no fboner was inform'd 
Of your withdrawing of your army back, 
But ftraight, forgetting of his former oath. 
He made invasion on the bordering towns : 
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Bernvick is won ; Ntwcaftle fpoil'd and loft ; 
And now the tyrant hath begirt with fiege 
The caftle of Roxhoroughy where enclosed 
The countefs Salisbury is like to perifh. 

Edw^, That is thy daughter, Warmjicky is it not; 
Whose husband hath in Bretagne ferv'd fo long. 
About the planting of lord Motafort diere I 

War, It is, my lord. 

Edw, Ignoble Dwvid} haft thou none to grieve. 
But filly ladies, with thy threatening arms ? 
But I will make you fhrink your fnaily horns. ^ 
Firft, therefore, Audle^^ this fhall be thy change ; 
Go levy footmen for our wars in France : — ; 
And, Ned, take mufter of our men at arms : 
In every fliire eleft a feveral band; 
Let them be foldiers of a lufty fpirit. 
Such as dread nothing but difhonour's blot : 
Be wary therefore ; fince we do commence 
A famous war, and with fo mighty nation. ^ 
Deriy, be thou embafTador for us 
Unto our father-in-law, the earl of Hainauk : 
Make him acquainted with our enterprize ; 
And likewise will him, with our own allies. 
That are in Flanders, to fblicit too 

The emperor of Almaigne in our name. 

Myfelf, whilft you are jointly thus employ'd, 
Will^ with these farces that I have at hand, 
March, and once more repulfe the trait'rous Scots. 
But, firs, be refolute ; we ihall have wars 
On every fide : _and, Ned, thou muft begin 

* 9 mightie a nation : 
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Now to forget thy ftudy. and thy books, 
And ure thy fhoulders to an armour's weight. 

Pri. As cheerful founding to my youthful fpleen 
This tumult is of war's encreafing broils. 
As, at the coronation of ^ king. 
The joyful clahiours of the people are, 
When, a*z;ef Caesar! they pronounce aloud ; 
Within this fchool of honour I ihall learn. 
Either to facrifice my foes to death. 
Or in a rightful quarrel fpend my breath. 
Then cheerfully forward, each a feveral way ; 
In great afBiirs 'tis naught to use delay. [Exeunt. 

SCENE 11. Roxborou^h, Before the Caftle. 
Etfter Count^s of Salisbury, and certain 
of her People^ upon the Walls. 
Cou. Alas, how much in vain juy poor eyes gaze 
For fiiccour that my fovereigji ihouldfend ! 
Ah, cousin Mountague, I fear, thou want'ft 
The lively fpirit, Iharply to folicit 
With vehement fuit the king in my behalf : 
Thou dofl not tell him, what a grief it is 
To be. the fcomful captive to a Scot ; 
Either.to be woo'd with broad untuned oaths. 
Or forc'd by rough infultine barbarism : 
Thou doft not tell him, if he here prevail. 
How much they will deride u^ in the north ; 
And, in their vile, uncivil, flapping jigs. 
Bray forth their conqueft, and our overthrow, 
Even in the barren, bleak, and fruitlefs air. 
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Enter King David, ami Forces ; luith 
Douglas, Lo^k a ik, ami Others. 
I muft withdraw ; the everlafting foe 
Comes to the wall : I'll clofely ftep aiide, 
And lift their babble, blunt, and full of pride. 

[retiring hebind the Works. 

Da v. My lord of Lorrain^ to our brother of France 
Commend us, as the man in chriftendom 
Whom we moft reverence, and entirely love. 
Touching your embaffage, return, and fay. 
That we with England mil not enter parly. 
Nor never make fair weather, or take truce ; 
But bum their neighbour towns, and fo persiil 
With eager roads beyond their city Tork. 
And never fhall our bonny riders reft; ^ 
Nor rufting canker have the time to eat 
Their light-born fnafflcs, nor their nimble ipurs ; 
Nor lay afide their jacks of gymold mail ; 
Nor hang their ftaves of gramed Scottijh afli. 
In peaceful wise, upon their city walls ; 
Nor from their button'd tawny leathern belts 
Difmifs their biting whinyards,— *till your king 
Cry out. Enough ; Jjtare England nonvfor pity. 
Farewel : and tell him, that you leave us here 
Before this caftle ; fay, you came from us 
Even when we had that yielded to our hands. 

Lor. I take my leave ; and fairly will return 
Your acceptable ^"ceting to my king, 

[£x//L0RRAIN. 

Da v. Now, Douglas^ to our former talk again, 
» ^ ruft in canker 
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For the division of this certain fpoil. 

Dou, My liege, I crave the lady, and no more. 
Dji V, Nay, (oft ye, fir, firft I muft make my choice; 
And firft I do befpeak her for myfelf. 

Do V. Why then, my liege, let-me enjoy her jewels. 
Da r. Those are her own, ftill liable to her. 
And, who inherits her, hath those withal. 

EMer a Meffenger, baftily, 
- Mef. My liege, as we were pricking on the hills, 
■ To fetch in booty, marching hitherward 
. We might defcry a mighty hoft of men : 
'. The fun, refledhng on the armour, ihew'd 
: A field of plate, a wood of pikes advanc'd ; 
! Bethink your lughnefs fpeedily herein : 
An easy march within four hours will bring 
The hindmoft rank unto this place, my liege. 
Da y. Diflodge, diflodge, it is the king oi England. 
Dou, Jemmy my man, faddle my bonny black. 
Da r . Mean'ft thou to kght,Douglas?we are too weak. 
Dou. I know it well, my liege, and therefore flee. 
Cou, My lords of Scotlandy will ye ftay and drink ? 
[rising from her ConcealmenU 
Da r. She mocks at us ; Douglas^ I can't endure it. 
Cou. Say, my lord, which is he, muft have the lady; 
And which, her jewels ? I am fure, my lords. 
Ye will not hence, 'till you have ihar'd the fpoils. 

Da v. She heard the meflenger, and heard our talk ; 
And now that comfort makes her fcom at us. 
Enter another Meffenger. 
Me/. Arm, my good lord ; O, we are all furprix'd ! 

** Sajr, good my 
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€ptt. After the French embaflador, my licgc. 
And tell him, that you dare not ride to Tork ; 
Excuse it, that your bonny horfe is lame. 

DjtF. She heard that too; Intolerable grief! — 
Woman, farewel : Although I do not flay,— 

[jilarums. Exeunt Scots. 

Cou. 'Tis not for fear,— and yet you run away. — . 
O happy comfort, welcome to our houfe ! 
The confident and boill'rous boafting Scotr" 
That fwore before my walls, they would not back 
For all the armed power of this land,— 
With facelefs fear, that ever turns his back, 
Turn'd hence again the blafting north-eaft windy 
Upon the bare report and name of arms. 

Enter Mountague, and Others, 
O fummer's day ! fee where my cousin comes. 

Mo u. How fares my aunt?Olll^]?,atttrt,we are notSccts; 
Why do you fhut your gates againft your friends ? 

. Cou, Well may I give a welcome, cousin, to thee. 
For, thou com'ft well to chafe my foes from hence. 

Mou. The king himfelf is come inperfbn hither; 
Dear aunt, defcend, and gratulate his highnefs. 

Cou. How may I entertain his majefty. 
To fhe w my d uty , and his dignity ? [Exitj/rom above. 
Flour ijh. Enter King Edward, 
Warwick, AYtois, and Others, 

Enff. What, are the ftealing foxes fled and gone. 
Before we could uncouple at their heels ? 

fFji R . They are, my liege ; but, with a cheerful cry. 
Hot hounds, and hardy, chafe them at the heels. 

4 He heard 
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Re-enter Countefs, attended, 

EDtr. This is the countefs, Warnvickj is it not ? 

Wa r . Even fhc,my liege; whose beauty tyrant's fear. 
As a may bloifom with pernitious winds. 
Hath fully'd, wither'd, overcaft, and done. 

Edu^, Hath (he been fairer, IVartvick, than fhe is ? 

Wa m . My gracious king, fair is fhe not at all. 
If that herfclf were by to ftain herfelf. 
As I have feen her when (he was herfelf. [her eyes," 

Edw^. " What ftrange enchantment lurk'd in those 
•*When they excell'd this excellence they have," 
•*That now her dim decline hath power to draw " 
•* My fubjeft eyes from piercing majefty," 
** To gaze on her with doting admiration ? " 

Cou, In duty lower than the ground I kneel. 
And for my dull knees bow my feeling heart. 
To witnefs my obedience to your highnefs ; 
With many millions of a fubje^'s thanks 
For this your royal presence, whose approach 
Hath driven war and danger from my gate. 

Eoff', Lady, ftand up : 1 come to brmg thee peace. 
However thereby I have purchaf 'd war. 

Cou, No war to you, my liege ; the Scots are gone. 
And gallop home toward Scotland with their hade. 

Ed IV, ** Left yielding here I pine in fhameful love," 
" Come, we'll purfue the Scots;" ^Jrtois, away. 

Cou, A little while, my gracious fovereign, ftay. 
And let the power of a mighty king 
Honour our roof; my husband in the wars. 
When he fhall hear it, will triumph for joy : 

*4 their hate. 
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Then, dear my liege, now niggard not thy ftate ; 
Being at the wall, enter our nomely gate. 

£dt^. Pardon me, countefs, I will come no near; 
I dream'd to-night of treason, and I fear. 

Cou. Far from this place let ugly treason lye ! 

£x)j^. " No farther off, than her confpiring eye ; ** 
** Which (hoots infeded poison in my heart," 
•* Beyond repulfe of wit, or cure of art." 
** Now in the fun alone it doth not lye," 
** With light to take light from a mortal eye ; " 
** For here two day ftars, that mine eyes would fee,** 
** More than the fun. Ileal mine own light from me." 
** Contemplative desire ! desire to be," 
** In contemplation, that may mafter thee I " 
WariAjickj Artois^ to horfe, and let's away. [ftay? 

Cou, What might I fpeak, to make my fbvereign 

Ed w. * * What needs a tongue to fuch a fpeaking eye," 
'* That more perfuades than winning oratory ? " 

Cou, Let not thy presence, like the april fun. 
Flatter our earth, and fuddenly be done : 
More happy do not make our outward wall. 
Than thou wilt grace our inward houfe withal. 
Our houfe, my liege, is like a country fwain. 
Whose habit rude, and manners blunt and plain,, 
Prefageth nought ; yet inly beautify'd 
With bounty's riches, and fair hidden pride : 
For, where the golden ore doth bury'd lye. 
The ground, undeck'd with nature's tapeflry. 
Seems barren, fere, unfertil, fruitlefs, dry ; 
And where the upper turf of earth doth boaft 

>»ftealet 
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y His prottd perfumes, and party-colourM coft, 
^ Delve there, and find this ifTue, and their pride, 
' To fpring from ordure, and corruption's fide. 
But, to make up my all too long compare,— 
These ragged walls no teftimony are 
What is within ; but, like a cloke, doth hide. 
From weather's weft, the under gamiiht pride. 
More gracious than my terms can let thee be, 
Intreat thyfelf to ftajr a while with me. 

Eotf", As wise as fair ; What fond fit can be heard. 
When wisdom keeps the gate as beauty'^ guard ? ^ 
Countefs, albeit my businefs urgeth me. 
It fhall attend, while I attend on thee. _ 
Come on, my lords, here will I hoft to-night. 

ACT 11/ 

SCENE I. The fame. Gardens of the CaflU. 
Enter Lodowick. 

LoD. 1 mieht perceive his eye in her eye loft. 
His ear to dnnk her fweet tongue's utterance ; 
And changing pafiion, like inconftant clouds,— 
That, racKt upon the carriage of the winds. 
Increase, and die,— in his difturbed cheeks. 
Lo, when (he blufh'd, even then did he look pale ; 
As if her cheeks, by fome enchanted power. 
Attracted had the cherry blood from his ; 
Anon, with reverent fear when fhe grew pale, 
; His cheeks put on their fcarlet ornaments ; 
But no more like her oriental red, 

* Hit pride *» cheekc 
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Than brick to coral, or live things to dead. 

Why did he then thus counterfeit her looks ? 

If fhe did blu(h, 'twas tender modeft ihame. 

Being in the facred presence of a king ; 

If he did blu(h, 'twas red immodeft fhame. 

To vail his eyes amifs, being a king : 

If fhe look*d pale, 'twas filly woman's fear. 

To bear herfelf in presence of a king ; 

If he look'd pale, it was with guilty fear. 

To dote amifs, being a mighty king : 

Then, Scottijh wars, farewel ; I fear, 'twill prove 

A ling'ring Englijh fiege of peevifh love. 

Here comes his highnefs, walking all alone. 

Enter King Edward. [ther ; 

Edw, She is grown more fairer far fince I came hi- 
Her voice more filver every word than other. 
Her wit more fluent : What a flrange difcourfe 
Unfolded fhe, of Da^vid^ and his Scots !^ 
Even thusy quoth fhe, hefpakcy — and then fpake broad. 
With epithets and accents of the Scot ; 
But fomewhat better than the Scot could fpeak : 
And thus, quoth fhe,— and anfwer'd then herfelf; 
For who could fpeak like her ? but fhe herfelf 
Breaths from the wall an angel's note from heaven 
Of fweet defiance to her barbarous foes. 
When fhe would talk of peace, methinks, her tongue 
Commanded war to prison ; when of war. 
It waken'd Casar from his Roman grave. 
To hear war beautify'd by her difcourfe. 
Wisdom is foolifhnefs, but in her tongue ; 

^ To waile 
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Beauty a ilander, but in her fair face : 

There is no fummer, but in her cheerful looks ; 

Nor frofty winter, but in her difdain. 

I cannot blame the Scots^ that did befiege her. 

For Ihe is all the treasure of our land ; 

But call them cowards, that they ran away. 

Having fo rich and fair a cause to flay 

Art thou there, Lodtywick ? give me ink and paper. 

LoD, I will, my fovereign. 

Edw. And bid the lords hold on their play at chefs. 
For we will walk and meditate alone. 

LoD, I will, my liege. [^;r/V Lodowick. 

^DW'. This fellow is well read in poetry. 
And hath a lufty and perfuafive fpirit : 
I will acquaint him with my pafiion ; 
Which he fhall fhadow with a vail of lawn, 
Thrpugh which the queen of beauty's queen fhall fee 
Herfelf the ground of my infirmity. — . 

Re-enter Lo d o w i c k . 
Hail thou pen, ink, and paper ready, Lodotvick ? 

LoD. Ready, my liege. 
, EDfP". Then in the fummer arbour fit by me. 
Make it our council-honfe, or cabinet ; 
Since green our thoughts, green be the conventicle. 
Where we will ease us by difburd'ning them. 
Now, Lod<nvicky invocate fome golden muse, 
; To bring thee hither an enchanted pen, 
i That may, for fighs, fet down true fighs indeed ; 
\ Talking of grief, to make thee rdady groan ; 
iAnd, when thou writ'ft of tears, encouch the word. 



iS 



Edward III. 



V 



^ Before, and after, with fuch fweet laments. 
That it may raise drops in a Tartarus eye. 
And make a flint heart Scythian pitiful : 
For fo much moving hath a poet's pen ; 

; Then, if thou be a poet, move thou fo, 

* And be enriched by thy fovereign's love. 

/For, if the touch of fweet concordant fbings 
Could force attendanxre in the ears of hell ; 

\ How much more fliall the ftrain of poet's wit 

; Beguile, and ravifh, foft and humane minds ? 
LoD. To whom, my lord, fhall I dired my fHle ? 

/ Eoiy, To one that Ihames the fair,and fots the wise; 
Whose body, as an abftraft, or a brief. 
Contains each general virtue in the world : 
Better than beautiful,— thou muft begin ; 
Devise for fair a fairer word than fair ; 
And every ornament, that thou would'ft praise. 
Fly it a pitch above the foar of praise : 
For flattery fear thou not to be convided ; 
For, were thy admiration ten times more. 
Ten times ten thousand more the worth exceeds. 
Of that thou art to praise, thy praise's worth. 
Begin, I will to contemplate the while : 
Forget not to fet down, how paflionate. 
How heart-flck, and how full of languifliment. 
Her beauty makes me. 

LoD. Write I to a woman ? 
Edw. What beauty elfe could triumph over mc ; 
Or who, but women, do our love-lays greet ? 
What, think'il thou I did bid thee praise a horfe ? 
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LoD. Of what condition or eflate fhe is, 
'Twere requisite that I fhould know, my lord. 

£Dff^. Of fuch eilate, that hers is as a throne, 
And my eilate the footftool where (he treads : 
Then may'ft thou judge what her condition is. 
By the proportion of her mightinefs. 
Write on, while I peruse her m my thoughts. — . 
Her voice to musick, or the nightingale : — 
To musick every fummer-leaping fwain 
Compares his fun-burnt lover when fhe fpeaks : 
And why ihould I (peak of the nightingale ? 
The nightingale lings of adulterate wrong ; 
And that, compared, is too fatirical : 
For fin, though fin, would not be fo efteem'd ; 
But, rather, virtue fin, fin virtue deem'd. 
Her hair, far fofter than the filk-worm's twift. 
Like as a flattering glafs, doth make more fair 
The yellow amber : Like a flattering glafs 
Comes in too fiwn ; for, writing of ner eyes, 
1*11 fay, that like a glafs they catch the fun. 
And thence the hot reflection doth rebound 
Againft my breaft, and burns my heart within. 
An, what a world of defcant makes my fi)ui 

Upon this voluntary ground of love ! 

^ Come, Lo^owickj haft thou turn'd thy ink to gold ? 
If not, write but in letters capital 
My miftrefs' name. 

And it will gild thy paper : Read, lord, read. 
Fill thou the empty hollows of mine ears 
With the fweet hearing of thy poetry. 



^'' ,. .//- 



20 Edward III. 

LoD. I have not to a period brought her imu3e. 

Edh^, Her praise is as my love, both infinite, 
'' Which apprehend fuch violent extreams, 
; That they difdain an ending period. 
Her beauty hath no match, but my afFeflion ; 
Hers more than moft,mine moft,anamore than more: 
Hers more to praise, than tell the fea by drops ; 
Nay, more, than drop the mafly earth by fands. 
And, fand by fand, print them in memory : 
Then wherefore talk'ft thou of a period, 
To that which craves unended admiration ? 
Read, let us hear. 

Lo D . More fair ^andchafl, than is the queen ofjhades^ — 

Ediv, That line hath two faults,grofs and palpable: 
Compar'ft thou her to the pale queen of night. 
Who, being fet in dark, ieems therefore light ? 
What is fhe, when the fun lifts up his head. 
But like a fading taper, dim and dead ? 
My love fhall brave the eye of heaven at noon. 
And, being unmafk'd, outQiine the golden fun. 

ZoD. What is the other fault, my fovereign lord ? 

Edw. Read o'er the line again. 

ZoD. More fairy and chaft^ — 

Edw, I did not bid thee talk of chaftity. 
To ranfack fo the treasure of her mind ; 
For I had rather have her chaf 'd, than chaft. 
Out with the moon-line, I will none of it, 
And let me have her liken'd to the fun : 
Say, fhe hath thrice more fplendor than the fun, 
That her perfedion emulates the fun, 

9 And faid, by (aid, > 9 treafojl of 3« perfeAioni 
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i^That fhe breeds fweets as plenteous as the fun, 
*' That fhe doth thaw cold winter like the fun, 
' That fhe doth cheer frefh fummer like the fun, 
That fhe doth dazle gazers like the fun : 
And, in this application to the fun, 
^ Bid her be free and general as the fun ; 
rf Who {miles upon the bafeft weed that grows, 
' As lovingly as on the fragrant rose. 
, Let's fee what follows that fame moon-light line. 

LoD . More fair i and cbaji, than is the queen ofJhades\ 
More bold in conftancy — 

Ehiv, In conftancy ! than who ? 
LoD* — /i&^zff Judith <u;Af. 

Edu^, O monftrous line ! Put in the next a fword, 
• And I fhall woo her to cut off my head. 
Blot, blot, good Lodo^ick ! Let us hear the next. 
ZoD. There's all that yet is done. 
Edh^.1 thank thee then, thou haft done little ill ; 
But what is done, is paffmg pafling ill. 
; No, let the captain talk of ooift'rous war ; 
/ The prisoner, of immured dark conflraint ; 
The fick man beft fets down the pangs of death ; 
The man that ftarves, the fweetnefs of a feaft ; ^ 
' The frozen foul, the benefit of fire ; 
And every grief, his happy opposite : 
Love cannot found well, but in lovers' tongues ; 

Give me the pen and paper, I will write. 

Enter Countefs. 
But, foft, here comes the treasure of my fpirit.^ 
Lodowick, thou know'ft not how to draw a battle $ 

* ® the lover of * ' emured 
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These wings, these flankers, and these fquadrons im» 

Argue in thee defe6Uve difcipline : 

Thott ihottld'ft have plac'd this here, this other here. 

Cou, Pardon my boldnefs, my thrice gracious lord ; 
Let my intrusion here be call'd my duty. 
That comes to fee my fbvereign how he fares. 

£Df9^. Go, draw the fame, I tell thee in what form. 

LOD. I go. [Exit LODOWICK. 

Cou, Sorry I am, to fee my liege fo fad : 
What may thy fubjeft do, to drive from thee 
This gloomy confort, fallen melancholy ? 

Edpt, Ah, lady, I am blunt, and cannot ftraw 
The flowers of folace in a ground of fhame : — 
Since I came hither, countefs, I am wrong'd. 

Cou. Now, God forbid, that any in my houfe 
Should think my fovercign wrong! Thrice gentle king. 
Acquaint me with your cause of difcontent. 

EDfr. How near then Ihall I be to remedy f 

Cou. As near, my liege, as all my woman's power 
Can pawn itfelf to Duy thy remedy. 

Evff. If thou fpeak'ft true, then have I my redrefs: 
Engage thy power to redeem my joys. 
And I am joyful, countefs ; elfe, I die. 

Cou. I will, my liege. 

EDJf^. Swear, counteS, that thou wilt. 

Cou. By heaven, I will. 

Edw. Then take thyfelf a little way afide ; 
And tell thyfelf, a king doth dote on thee : 
Say, that within thy power it doth lie. 
To make him happy ; and that thou hafl fwom> 

4 Lords, ' * fullome 
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' To give me all the joy within thy power : 
Do this ; and tell me, when I fhall be happy. 

Cou, All this is done, my thrice dread fovereign : 
That power of love, that I have power to give, 
Thou haft with all devout obedience ; 
Employ me how thou wilt in proof thereof. 
Edw. Thou hear'ft me fay, that I do dote on thee. 
Cou, If on my beauty, take it if thou can'ft ; 
Though little, I do prize it ten times lefs : 
If on my virtue, take it if thou can'ft ; 
For virtue's ftore by giving doth augment : 
Be it on what it will, that I can give. 
And thou can'ft take away, inherit it. 
Edw, It is thy beauty that I would enjoy. 
Cou. O, were it painted, I would wipe it off. 
And difjpossefs myfelf, to give it thee : 
But, fovereign, it is folder'd to my life ; 
Take one, and both ; for, like an humble fhadow. 
It haunts the fun-fhine of my fummer's life. 

Edh^. But thou may'ft lend it me, to fport withal. 
/ Cou, As easy may my intelledlual foul 
I Be lent away, and yet my body live. 
As lend my body, palace to my foul, 
; Away from her, and yet retain my foul. 
My body is her bower, her court, her abbey. 
And (he an angel, pure, divine, unfpotted ; 
If I ihould lend her houfe, my lord, to thee, 
s I kill my poor foul, and my poor foul me. [would? 
» Edh^. Did'ft thou not fwear, to give me what I 
( Cou, 1 did, my liege ; Co, what you would, I could. 
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' Ed tr. I wifh no more of thee, than thou may'ft give : 
Nor beg I do not, but I rather buy, 
That is, thy love ; and, for that love of thine. 
In rich exchange, I tender to thee mine. 

Cou. But that your lips were facred, o my lord. 
You would prophane the holy name of love : 
That love, you offer me, you cannot give ; 
For C^sar owes that tribute to his queen : 
That love, you beg of me, I cannot give ; 
For Sarah owes that duty to her lord. 
He, that doth clip, or counterfeit, your (lamp. 
Shall die, my lord : And will your facred felf 
Commit high treason 'gainft the King of heaven. 
To ftamp his image in forbidden metal, 

, Forgetting your allegiance, and your oath ? 
In violating marriage facred law. 
You break a greater honour than yourfelf : 
To be a king, is of a younger houfe. 
Than to be marry'd ; your progenitor. 
Sole-reigning Mam on the umverfe, ^ 

By God was honour'd for a marry'd man. 
But not by him anointed for a ting. 
It is a penalty, to break your ftatutes. 
Though not enafted by your highnefs* hand : 
How much more, to infringe the holy a6t 
Made by the mouth of God, feal'd with his hand ? 
I know, my fovereign — in my husband's love, 
Who now doth loyal fervice in his wars — 
Doth but to try the wife of Salisbury, 
Whether ihe will hear a wanton's tale, or no; 

*3 againft 
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Left being therein guilty by my ftay, 
From that, not from my liege, I turn away. 

[Exit Countefs. 

Eofr. Whether is her beauty by her words divine ; 
Or are her words fweet chaplains to her beauty ? 
Like as the wind doth beautify a fail. 
And as a fail becomes the unfeen wind. 
So do her words her beauty, beauty words. 
O, that I were a hony-gathering bee. 
To bear the comb of virtue from this flower ; 
And not a poison-fucking envious fpider. 
To turn the vice I take to deadly venom 1 
Religion is auftere, and beauty gentle ; 
Too ftrid a guardian for fo fair a ward. 
O, that Ihe were, as is the air, to me ! 
Why, fo fhe is ; for, when I would embrace her. 
This "t" do I, and catch nothing but myfelf. 
I muft enjoy her ; for I cannot beat. 
With reason, and reproof, fond love away. 

Enter Warwick. 
Here comes her father : I will work with him. 
To bear my colours in this field of love. 

WuiR, How is it, tjiat my fovereign is fo fad ? 
May I with pardon know your highnefs* grief, 
And that my old endeavour will remove it. 
It fhall not cumber long your majefty. 

EDff^. A kind and voluntary gift thou ofFer'fl:, 
That I was forward to have beg'd of thee. 
But, o thou world, great nurfe of flattery. 
Why doft thou tip men's tongues with golden words, 

8 beauties, * ® from his ' 4- a weedc. 
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f And peize their deeds with weight of heavy lead, 
' That fair performance cannot follow promise ? 
I O, that a man might hold the heart's clofe book ; 
j And choke the lavifti tongue, when it doth utter 
I The breath of falfhood not charafter'd there ! 
' Wa r . Far be it from the honour of my age. 
That I fhould owe bright gold, and render lead I 
Age is a cynickf not a flatterer : 
I fay again, that, if I knew your grief, 
And that by me it may be lefTened, 
My proper harm fhould buy your highnefs' good. 

Enif^, These are the vulgar tenders of falfe men. 
That never pay the duty of their words. 
Thou wilt not ftick to fwear what thou haft faid ; 
But, when thou know'ft my grief's condition. 
This rafh di(gorged vomit of thy word 
Thou wilt eat up again, and leave me helplefs. 

^A R . By heaven, I will not ; though your majefty 
Did bid me run upon your fword, and die. 

Enrr. Say, that my grief is no way med'cinable. 
But by the lofs and bnusing of thine honour ? 

fVAR.lf nothing but that lofs may vantage you, 
I would account that lofs my vantage too. [again ? 
Enff'. Think'ft, that thou can'ft unfwear thy oath 
War, I cannot ; nor I would not, if I could. 
Enrr. But, if thou doft, what (hall I iky to thee ? 
^^j^. What may be faid to any perjur'd villain. 
That breaks the facred warrant of an oath. 
Ed IV, What wilt thou fay to one that breaks an oath? 
fFAR.ThdX he hath broke his faith with God and 

[man, 
^4 canft anfwete 
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And from them both ftands excommunicate. 

EDff. What office were it, to fuggeft a man 
To break a lawful and religious vow ? 

WLtR.An office for the devil, not for man. L 

Enff^. That devil's office muft thou do for me ; 
Or break thy oath, or cancel all the bonds 
Of love, and duty, 'twixt thyfelf and me. 
And therefore, Warfwick^ if thou art thyfelf. 
The lord and mafter of thy word and oath. 
Go to thy daughter ; and, in my behalf, 
Command her, woo her, win her any ways, 
To be my mifh^fs, and my fecret love. 
I will not ftand to hear thee make reply ; 
Thy oath break hers, or let thy fovereign die. 

[Exit Edward, 

Wajl.O doting king ! O deteftable office ! 
Well may I tempt myfelf to wrong myfelf. 
When he hath fwom me by the name of God, 
To break a vow made by the name of God. 
What if I fwear by this right hand of mine. 
To cut this right hand off? the better way 
Were, to prophane the idol, than confound it : 
But neither will I do ; I'll keep my oath. 
And to my daughter make a recantation 
Of all the virtue I have preach'd to her : 
I'll fay, fhe mufl forget her husband Salisbury^ 
If ihe remember to embrace the king ; 
I'll fay, an oath may easily be broken. 
But not fo easily pardon'd, being broken ; 
I'll fay, it is true charity to love, 

»6 or deteftable 
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But not true love to be fo charitable ; 

I'll fay, his greatnefs may bear out the fhamey 

But not his kingdom can buy out the fin ; 

I'll fay, it is my duty to perfuade, 

But not her honefty to give confent. 
Enter Countefs. 

See, where (he comes : Was never father, had, 

Againft his child, an embaffage fo bad. 

Cou. My lord and father, I have fought for you : 

My mother and the peers importune you. 

To keep in presence of his majefty. 

And do your beft to make his highnefs merry. 
f Wjir. How fhall I enter in this gracelefs errand ? 

I muft not call her child ; For where's the father 

That will, in fuch a fuit, feduce his child? 

Then, Wife oi Salisbury,— fhall I fo begin ? 

No, he's my friend ; and where is found the friend. 

That will do friendfhip fuch endamagement ? — 
i Neither my daughter, nor mv dear friend's wife, 

I am not Warivicky as thou think'fl I am, 
I But an attorney from the court of hell ; 

That thus have hous'd my fpirit in his form, 
1 To do a meffage to thee from the king, 
r The mighty ^ng of England dotes on tSec : 

He, that hatlr^ower to take away thy life. 

Hath power to Itake thine honour; then confent 

To pawn thine (honour, rather than thy life : 

Honour is often loft, and got again ; 

But life, once gone, hath no recovery. 
i The fun, that withers hay, doth nourifh grafs ; 
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I The king» that would difbun thee, will advance thee. 
v/ ! The poets write, that ^reat Achilles^ ipear 
• ^ \ Could heal the wound it made : the moral is, 

; What mighty men mifdo, they can amend. 

: The lion doth become his bloody jaws, 

'.And grace his foragement, by being mild 

f When vafTal fear lies trembling at his feet. 

• The king will in his glory hide thy ihame ; 
And those, that gaze on him to £nd out thee. 
Will lose dieir eye-fight, looking in the fua. 
What can one drop of poison harm the fea. 
Whose hugy vaftures can digeft the ill, — 

^ And make it lose his operation? 
The king's great name will temper thy mifdeeds. 
And give the bitter potion of reproach 
A fugar'd-fweet and moft delicious tafte : 
Beiides, it is no harm, to do the thing 

, Which without ihame could not be left undone. 
Thus have I, in his majefty's behalf, 

j Apparel'd fin in virtuous fentences, 

^ And dwell upon thy anfwer in his fuit. 

Co«. Unnatural befiege ! Woe me unhappy, 
To have efcap'd the danger of my foes, 
And to be ten times wone invir'd by friends ! 
Hath he no means to flain my honeft blood. 
But to corrupt the author of my blood. 
To be his fcandalous and vile foliciter ? 
No marvel, though the branches be infedled, 
• When poison hath encompaffed the root : 
No marvel, though the leprous infant die, 

* 4. theJr mifdeeds ^^ ht then infe6lei 
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/When the ftern dam envenotneth the due 
Whv then, give fin a pafs-port to ofFcnd, 
And youth Uke dangerous rein of liberty : 
Blot out the ftridt forbidding of the law ; 

' And cancel every canon, that prefcribes 
A ihame for ihame, or penance for offence. 
No, let me die, if his too boift'rous will 
Will have it fo, before I will confent 
To be an ador in his gracelefs lull. [fpeak : 

ITut R . Why, now thou ipeak'ft as I would have thee 
And mark how I unfay my words again. 
An honourable grave is more eileem'd. 
Than the polluted closet of a king : 
The greater man, the greater is the thing. 
Be it good, or bad, that he fhall undertake : 
An unreputed mote, flying in the fun. 
Presents a greater fubftance than it is : 
The frefheft fummer's day doth fooneft taint 
The loathed carrion that it ieems to kifs : 
Deep are the blows made with a mighty axe : 
That fin doth ten times aggravate itielf. 
That is committed in a holy place : 
An evil deed, done by authority. 
Is fin, and fubomation : Deck an ape 
In tiifue, and the beauty of the robe 

; Adds but the greater fcorn unto the beaH. 
A ipacious field of reasons could I urge, 
Between his glory, daughter, and thy fhame : 
That poison Ihews woru in a golden cup ; 

; Dark night feems darker by the lightning flaih ; 
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\ Lillies, that fefter, fmell far wori^ than weeds ; 
And every glory that inclines to fin. 
The fliame is treble by the opposite. 
So leave I, with my bleffing m thy bosom ; 
Which then convert to a moft heavy cuHe, 
When thou convert*ft from honours golden name 
To the black fadion of bed-blotting £ame ! [Exit. 
Cou. I'll follow thee ; And, when my mind tarns {o^ 
My body fink my foul in endlefs woe ! [Exh. 

SCENE 11. rbe/am. A Room in tht CaftU. 
EfOerDnfiBYf and AvohEY^ meeting. 

Der. Thrice noble AtuiUyf well encounter*d here : 
How is it with our fbvereign, and his peers f 

Aun. 'Tis full a fortnight^fince I fawhis highnefs. 
What time he ient me forth to mufter men ; 
Which I accordingly have done, and bring them 
In ^dr array before his majefty. 
What news, my lord of Deriy, from the emperor? 

Der. As eood as we desire : the cmjperor 
Hath yielded to his hi^hnefs friendly aid ; 
And makes our king heutpnant ^neral. 
In all his lands and large dominions : 
Then via for the fpacious bounds of France ! 

^iTD . What,doth his highnefs leap to hear this news? 

Der. I have not yet found time to open them ; 
The king is in his closet, malecontent. 
For what, I know not, but he ^ave in charge, 
'Till after dinner, none fliould interrupt him : 
The coonteis SaUsbmy^ and her father Warwick^ 

> 7 them hither,^ 

H 2 
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Artotsy and ally look underneath the brows. 

^eri). Undoubtedly, then fomething is amifs. 

\T^rumpet 'within, 

Der . The trumpets found ; the king is now abroad* 
£/tUr Edward. 

jfuD. Here comes his highnefs. 
., Der. Befall my fovereign.all my fovereign's wifh ! 

M'Dif'i-Aka that thou wert a witch, to make it fb ! 

Der, The emperor greeteth you: [fresentingLetters, 

Edh^. 'Would it were the counteis ! 

Der. And hath accorded to your highnefs' fuit. 

EDfy. Thou ly'ft,flie hath not; ButIwould,lhehad! 

jiuD. M\ love,and duty,to my lord the king ! [you? 

EDif^. Well, all but one is none : —.What news with 

AuD. I have, my liege, levy'd those horfe and foot. 
According to your charge, and brought them hither. 

Edh^. Then let those foot trudge hence upon those 
According to our difcharge, and be gone.—. [horie, 
Derly^ I'S look upon the countefs' mkid 
Anon. 

Der. The countefs' mind, my liege ? 

Enff. I mean, the emperor : Leave me alone. 

-^i^D. What's in his mind ? 

Der. Let's leave him to his humour. 

[Exeunt Derby, and AvntZY* 

Edw. Thus from the heart's abundant fpeaks the 
Countefs for emperor : And,indeed, why not? [tongue; 
She is as imperator over me ; 
And I to her 
Am as a kneeling vaffal, that observes 
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The pleasure, or difpleasure, of her eye.— 

J?«/frLoDowicK. 
What fays the more than Cleopatra^ match 
To Casar now ? 

LoD, That yet, my liege, ere night 
She will resolve your majefty. [Drum iMihin. 

Edh^, What drum is this, that thunders forth this 
To ftart the tender Cupid in my bosom ? [march. 

Poor (heep-(kin,how it brawls with him that beateth it! 
Go, break the thundring parchment bottom out. 
And I will teach it to conduct fweet lines 
Unto the bosom of a heavenly nymph : 
For I will use it as my writing-paper ; 
And fb reduce him, from a fcolding drum. 
To be the herald, and dear counfel-bearer. 
Betwixt a goddefs and a mighty king. 
Go, bid the drummer learn to touch the lute. 
Or hang him in the braces of his drum ; 
I For now we think it an uncivil thing, 
^ To trouble heaven with fuch harlh resounds : 
Away.— [i?;if//LoDOWiCK, 

The quarrel, that I have, requires no arms. 
But these of mine ; and these fhall meet my foe 
In a deep march of penetrable groans : 
My eyes fhall be my arrows ; and my lighs 
Shall ferve me as the vantage of the wind. 
To whirl away mjr fweet'ft artillery : 
Ah but, alas, fhe wins the fun of me. 
For that is fhe herfelf ; and thence it comes. 
That poets term the wanton warrior, blind ; 

H3 
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But love hath eyes as judgment to his fteps, 

'Till too much loved gloiy dazles them. — 
Re-^nter Lodowick. 

How now ? [march, 

LoD. My liege, the drum, that ftrook the lufly 

Stands with prince Ediuard^ your thrice valiant fon. 
Enttr Prince. Lodowick 
retires U the Door, 
I Enw. I fee the boy. O, how his mother's face, 
/Molded in his, corredb my fbay'd desire. 

And rates my heart, and chides my thievifh eye ; 

Who, being rich enough in feeing her. 

Yet feeks ellewhere : and bafeft theft is that. 

Which cannot check itfelf on poverty. — 

Now, boy, what news ? 

Pri, I have affembrd, my dear lord and &ther> 

The choiceft buds of all our EngUfi blood. 

For our af^irs in France ; and here we come. 

To take direction from your majefty. 
Edh^. Still do I fee in him deUneate 

His mothers visage ; those his tyts are hers, 
; Who, looking wiftly on me, made me blufii ; 
; For faults againft themfelves give evidence : 
: Lufl is a fire ; and men, like lanthoms, fhew 
' Light luft within themfelves,even through themfelvet. 

Away, loofe filks of wavering vanity ! 

Shall the large limit of fair Britan^ 

By me be overthrown ? and fhall I not 

Mailer this Httle manfion of myfelf ? 

Give me an armour of eternal fteel ; 

^ 4 cloke It ^ 4 Loft as a fire, and me like lantiiorne ihcvr 
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1 1 so to conquer kines ; And ihall I then 

': Si^dae myfelfy and be mv enemy's friend ? 

I It mail not be. — Come, boy, forward, advance ! 

Let's with our colours fweep the air of France. 
LoD, My liege, the countefs, with a fmiling cheer. 

Desires accefs unto your majefty. [advancing 

from the Door, and njobifperiug him. 

Enw. Why, there it goes ! that very imile of hers 

Hath ranfom'd captive France ; and fet the king. 

The dauphin, and the peers, at liberty. . 

G09 leave me, Ned, and revel with thy friends. 
. [Exit Prince, 

I Thy mother is but black ; and thou, like her, 
\ Doll put into my mind how foul fhe is.-« 

Go, fetch the countefs hither in thy hand, 
' And let her chafe away those winter clouds ; 

for fhe gives beauty both to heaven and earth. 

[Exit LODOWICK. 

. The fin is more, to hack and hew poor men. 

Than to embrace, in an unlawful bed. 

The rcgifter of all rarieties 

Since leathern Adam 'till this youngeil hour. 
Re-enter Lodowick, lAtith the Countefs* 

Go, Lodwncky put thy hand into my purfe. 

Play, fpend, eive, riot, wafte ; do what thou wilt. 

So thou wilt hence a while, and leave me here. 

[£;ir// Lodowick. 
, Now, my foul's play-fellow ! and art thou come, 
. To fpeak the more dian heavenly word, of yea, 

To my objection in thy beauteous love ? 

* I not tbcn 4 fweate the ^4 into thy purfe, 
H 4 
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Cou. My father on his bleffing hath commanded-^ 

Zdw. That thou (halt yield to me. 

Cou. Ay, dear my liege, your due. 

Edh^. And that, my deareft love, can be no lefs 
Than right for right, and tender love for love. 

Cou, Than wrong for wrong, and endlefs hate for 
But,— iith I fee your majefty fo bent, [hate. — 

That my unwillingnefs, my husband's love. 
Your high eftate, nor no refpedl refpedled 
Can be my help, but that your mightinefs 
Will overoear and awe these dear regards,— 
I bind my difcontent to my content. 
And, what I would not, I'll compell I will ; 
Provided, that yourfelf remove those lets. 
That ftand between your highnefs' love and mine. 

EDff^. Name them,fair countefs,and,by heaven,! will. 

Cou, It is their lives, that ftand between our love» 
That I would have choak'd up, my fovereign. 

Eof^, Whose lives, my lady f 

Cou. My thrice loving liege. 
Your queen, and Salisbuty my wedded husband ; 
Who living have that title in our love. 
That we cannot beftow but by their death. 

Edw, Thy opposition is beyond our law. 

Cou. fltiQ fo is your desire : If the law 
Can hinder you to execute the one. 
Let it forbid you to attempt the other : 
I cannot think you love me as you fay, 
Unlefs you do make good what you have fwom. 

Ej)^. No more; thy husband and the queen (hall die. 

5 and render » ^ Naflic then. 
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Fairer thoa art by far than Hero was ; 
Beardlefs Leander not fo ftrong as I : 
. He fwom an easy current for his love ; 
Bat I will, through a helly fpout of blood. 
Arrive that Seftos where my Hero lies. 

Cou. Nay , you'll do more; you'll make the river too. 
With their heart-bloods that keep our love afunder. 
Of which, my husband, and your wife, are twain. 

Edw. Thy beauty makes them guilty of their death, 
■ And gives in evi4ence, that they fhall die ; 
\ Upon which vcrdid, I, their judge, condemn them. 
* Cou. O perjur'd beauty ! more corrupted judge ! 
When, to tne great ftar-chamber o'er our heads. 
The univerfal feflions calls to count 
This packing evil, we both Ihall tremble for it. 

Edw, What fays my fair love ? is fhe resolute ? 

Cou. Resolute to be dissolved; and, therefore, this,"" 
Keep but thy word, great king, and I am thine. 
Stand where thou doft, I'll part a little from thee. 
And fee how I will yield me to thy hands, \turning 
fwUenfy upon him^ and Jhe^ng tnuo Daggers* 
Here by my fide do hang my wedding knives : 
Take thou the one, and with it kill thy ^ueen. 
And learn by me to find her where fhe lies ; 
And with the other I'll difpatch my love, 
' Which now lies fail aileep within my heart : 
When they are gone, then I'll confent to love. 
Stir not, lafcivious king, to hinder me ; 
My resolution is more nimbler far. 
Than thy prevention can be in my refcue, 

5 To arrive at Ceftus ^ * doth bang 
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And, if thou ftir, I ftrike : therefore ftand ftill. 
And hear the choice that I will put thee to : 
Either fwear to leave thy moft unholy fuit. 
And never henceforth to folicit me ; 
Or elfe, by hea,yen,[kneeling.]th.is fharp-pointed knife 
Shall ftain thy earth with that which thou would'ft ftain. 
My poor chaft blood. Swear, Edward, fwear. 
Or I will ftrike, and die, before thee here. 

. EofT. Even by that Power I fwear, that gives me now 

{The power to be alhamed of myfelf, 

1 1 never mean to part my lips again 

'.In any word that tends to fuch a fuit. 

\Arise, true Englijb lady ; whom our isle 
jMay better boaft of, than e'er Roman might 
lOf her, whose ranfack'd treasury hath tafk*d 

/The vain endeavour of fo many'pens : 

'Arise ; and be my fault thy honour's fame. 
Which after ages fhall enrich thee with. 
I am awaked from this idle dream ; — 
Warwick^ my fon, Derhy^ Artoisy and AuMt^y 
Brave warriors all, where are you all this while ? 

Enter Prince^ and Lords, 
Warwick^ I make thee warden of the north : .^ 
You, prince oi Wales, and Audley^ ftraight to fea; 

Scour to Netw-baven ; fomc there ftay ror me : 

Myfelf, Artois, and Deriyy will through Flanders^ 
To greet our friends there, and to crave their aid : 
This night will fcarce fuffice me, to difcovcr 
My folly's fieee againft a faithful lover; 
» For, ere the iun ihaU gild the eaftem iky> 
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I Well wake him with our martial harmony. [Exeunt. 

ACT III. 

SCENE I. Flanders. The French Camp. 

Enter King Jo h n ^ France ; his fwo/ons^ Charles 

Duke of Normandy, and Philip; Duke of 

Lor RAIN, and Others. 

JoH. Here, 'till our navy, of a thousand fail. 
Have made a breakfaft to our foe by fea. 
Let us encamp, to wait their happy fpeed. -. 
Lorrainy what readinefs is Edward in ? 
How hail thou heard that he provided is 
Of martial furniture for this exploit ? 

Lor, To lay afide unnecefTary foothing. 
And not to ipend the time in circumflance, 
'Tis bruited, for a certainty, my lord. 
That he's exceeding ftrongly fortify'd ; 
His fubje^ flock as willingly to war. 
As if onto a triumph they were led. 

Cha. England was wont to harbour malecontentSy 
Blood-thir^ and feditious Catalinesy 
Spend-thrifts, and fuch as gape for nothing elfe 
But change and alteration of the ftate ; 
And is it poffible, that they are now 
So loyal in themfelves ? 

ZrOit. All but the Scot ; who folemnly protefls. 
As heretofore I have inform'd his grace. 
Never to (heath his fword, or take a truce. 

Jos. Ah, that's theanchorage of feme better hope! 

*4 chao^ng and 
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Buty on the other fide, to think what ^endi 

King Edivard hath retain'd in Netherlands 

Among those ever-bibbing epicures. 

Those frothy Dutchmen^ puft with double beer. 

That drink and fwill in every place they come. 

Doth not a little aggravate mine ire : 

Beiides, we hear, the emperor conjoins. 

And ftalls him in his own authority : 

But, all the mightier that their number is. 

The greater glory reaps the vidlory. 

Some friends have we, befide domeftick power ; 

The item Poloniany and the warlike Dane^ 

The king of Bohetnty and of Sidfyy 

Are all become confederates with us, 

And, as I think, are marching hitherward. 

[Drum 'within* 
But, foft, I hear the musick of their drums, 
By which I guefs that their approach is near. 
Enter Bohemia, and Forces ; and Aid of 
Danes, Poles, and Mufcovites. [hood 

Bou. Y^Wi^ohn oi France i as league, and neighbour* 
Requires , vmen friends are any way diftrelTd, 
I come to aid thee with my country's force. 

Pol, And from great Mofconuy fearful to the ^urk^ 
And lofty Poland^ nurfe of hardy men, 
I bring these fervitors to fight for thee. 
Who willingly will venture in thy cause. 

JoH, Welcome, Bohemian king ; and welcome, all : 
This your great kindnefs I will not forget ; 
Befide your plentiful rewards in crowns, 

*' dnimilicke >3 Bohemia, *s hither apace* 
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That from our treasury ye ftiall receive : 

There comes a hare-brain'd nation, deck'd in pride» 

The fpoil of whom will be a treble gain 

And now my hope is full, my joy compleat : 
At fea, we are. as puifTant as the force 
Of Agamemnon in the haven of Troy ; 
By land, with Xerxes we compare of ftrength. 
Whose ibldiers drank up rivers in their thirft : 
Then, Ba^ard-V^^y blind over-weening Ned^ 
To reach at our imperial diadem. 
Is, either to be fwallow'd of the waves. 
Or hackt apieces when thou com'ft afhore. 
Enter a Mariner. 
Mar. Near to the coaft I have defcry'd, my lord. 
As I was busy in my watchful charge. 
The proud armado of king Ed'ward'^ fhips : 

'Which, at the iirft, far off when I did ken, 
Seem'd as it were a grove of wither'd pines ; 

■ But, drawing near, their glorious bright. afpefi. 
Their ftreammg enfigns wrought of colour'd filk. 
Like to a meadow full of fundry flowers. 
Adorns the naked bosom of the earth : 
Majeftical the order of their courfe. 
Figuring the horned circle of the moon : 
On the top-gallant of the admiral. 
And likewise all the handmaids of his train, 

i The arms of England and of France unite 
Are quarter'd equally by herald's art. 
Thus, tightly carry'd with a merry gale. 
They plough the ocean hitherward amain. 

* 5 And on 
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Job, Dare he already crop the flower-de-luce ? 
I hope, the honey being gather'd thence. 
He, with the fpider, afterward approach'd, 
Shall fuck forth deadly venom from the leaves. «. 
But whereas our navy ? how are they prepared 
To wing themfelves againft this flight of ravens ? 

[icouts, 

Mar. They,having knowledge brought them by the 
Did break from anchor ftraight ; and, puft with rage» 
No otherwise than were their fails with wind, 
Made forth ; as when the empty eagle flies. 
To fatiffy his hungry griping maw. 

JoH. There's=)= for thy news. Return unto thy bark; 
And, if thou fcape the bloody ftroke of war. 
And do furvive the conflidl, come again, 
And let us hear the manner of the fight — [Exit Mar. 
Mean fpace, my lords, 'tis beft we be difperPd 
To feveral places, left they chance to land : 
Firft, you, my lord, with your Bohemian troops. 
Shall pitch your battles on the lower hand ; 
My eideft fbn, the duke of Normandy^ 
Together with this aid of Mu/covitesy 
ShSl climb the higher ground another way; 
Here in the middle coaft, betwixt you both. 
Philips my youngeft boy, and I will lodge. 
So, lords, be gone, and look unto your charge ; 
You ftand iorFroHce, an empire fair and large. -« 

[Exeunt Ch a. Lor. Bohemia, and Forces. 
Now tell me, Philip^ what is thy conceit. 
Touching the challenge that the EngUJh make \ 
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Pat. I fay, my lord, claim Edward whsLt he can, 
\ And bring he ne'er fo plain a pedigree, 
'Tis you are in possesion of the crown. 
And that's the fureft point of all the law : 
But, were it not ; yet, ere he fhould prevail, 
I'll make a conduit of my deareft blood. 
Or chafe those fbagling upftarts home again, [wine, 
JoH. Well {aid, young Pifilip / Call for bread and 
That we may cheer our ilomacks with repaft. 
To look our foes more ftemly in the face, 

[^ TaSk and Provisions brought in ; King 
and bis Son/et donun to it. Ordinance afar off. 
Now is begun the heavy day at fea. 
Fieht, Frendnrnn^ fight ; be like the field of bears. 
When they defend their younglings in their caves ! 
Steer, angry Nemefisy the happy helm ; 
That, with the fidphur'd battles of your rage. 
The Englift? fleet may be difperf 'd, and funk ! 

[Ordinance again. 

Phi. O, father, how this echoing cannon (hot, * 

Like fweeteil harmony, digefts my cates ! ['tis, 

JoH. Now, boy, thou hear'it what thundring terror 

( To buckle for a kingdom's fovereignty : 

The eardi, with giddy trembling when it Ihakes, 
J Or when the exhalations of the air 
I Break in extremity of lightning flaih, 
I Afiiights not more, than kings, when they difpose 
\ To fhew the rancour of their high-fwoln hearts. 
/ [Retreat heard. 

Retreat is founded ; one fide hath the worfe : 

« ^ ftir, « 7 fulphure * > fwecte * « Breaket 
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O, if it be the French /— Swtet fortune, turn; 
And, in thy turning, change the fro ward winds» 
That, with advantage of a favouring fky. 
Our men may vanquiih, and the other fly ! 

Enter Mariner. 
My heart mifgives : — Say, mirror of pale death. 
To whom belongs the honour of this day ? 
Relate, I pray thee, if thy breath will ferve. 
The fad difcourfe of this difcomfiture. 

Mar. I will, my lord. 
My gracious fovereign, France hath ta'n the foil. 
And boailing Ed<ward triumphs with fuccefs. 
These iron-hearted navies. 
When laft I was reporter to your grace, 
Both full of angry fpleen, of hope, and fear. 
Halting to meet each other in the face. 
At laft conjoin'd ; and by their admiral 
Our admiral encountered many fhot : 
By this, the other, that beheld these twain 
Give eameft penny of a further wreck, 
I Like fiery dragons took their haughty flight ; 
And, likewise meeting, from their unoky wombs 
Sent many grim emba^adors of death. 
Then 'gan the day to turn to gloomy night ; 
And darknefs did as well enclose the qmck. 
As those that were but newly reft of life : 
No leisure ferv'd for friends to bid farewel ; 
And, if it had, the hideous noise was fuch. 
As each to other feemed deaf, and dumb : 
Purple the fea; whose channel iill'd as faft 
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With breaming |;ore, that from the maimed fell. 

As did her gaming molftare break into 

The cranny*d cleftures of the through-fhot planks : 

Here flew a head, ^JTever'd from the trunk ; 

There mangPd arms, and legs, were tofl^d aloft ; 

As when a whirl-wind takes the fummer dail. 

And fcatters it in middle of the air : 

Then might ye fee the reeling veiTels iplit, 

And tottering fink into the ruthlefs flood. 

Until their lofty tops were feen no more. 

All fhifts were try'd, both for defence and hurt : 

And now the effeds of valour, and of fear. 

Of resolution, and of cowardice. 

Were lively pidiur'd ; how the one for fame. 

The other by compulfion lay'd about : 

Much did the nonfareille, that brave ihip ; 

So did the black -fnake of Boufogney than which 

A bonnier veflel never yet fpred fail : 

But all in vain ; both fun, the wind and tide. 

Revolted all unto our foemen's fide. 

That we perforce were fain to give them way. 

And they are landed : Thus my tale is done ; 

We have untimely loft, and they have won. 

JoH. Then refts there nothing, but, with present 
To join our feveral forces all in one, [(peed. 

And bid them battle, ere they range too far. — 
Come, gentle Philips let us hence depart ; 
This foldier's words have pierc'd thy father's heart. 

SCENE II. Picardy. FieUs near Crt^. 

3aaiiJiy "effeft I>'^of force, «4.Wclively ^^IfmperiUa, 

I 
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Enttr a Frenchman, meeting certain Otherst 
a Woman, and t^wo Children^ laden *witb 

Houjhold-ftuffy as removing, [news? 

1 . F, Well met, my mailers : How now ? what's the 
And wherefore are you laden thus with ftuff? 
What, is it quarter-day, that you remove. 

And carry bag and baggage too ? 

2. F. Quarter-day ? ay, and quarterkigday, I fear: 
Have you not heard the news that flies abroad ? 

I./*. What news? 

J. F' How the French navy is delboy'd at (ea. 
And that the FngUJb army is aniv'd. 

\.F. What then? [to fly, 

2. F. What then, quoth jrou ? why, is't not time 
When envy and deilrudion is fo nigh ? [hence ; 

I • F. Content thee,man ; they are far enough from 
And will be met, I warrant you, to their cofl. 
Before they break fo far into the realm. 

2. F. Ay, {a thegrafs-hopper doth fpend the time 
In mirthful jollity, 'till winter come ; 
And then too late he would redeem his time» 
When frozen cold hath nipt his carelefs head. 
He, that no fooner will provide a cloke, 
Than when he fees it doth begin to rain. 
May, peradventure, for his negligence, 
. Be throughly wafh'd when he mfpeds it not. 
We, that have charge, and fuch a train as this,, 
Muft look in time to look for them and us. 
Left, when we would, we cannot be relieved. 

I. F. Belike, you then defpair of all faccefi, 

soof iUfuccefle, 
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And think your country will be fubjugate. 

3. F, We cannot tell ; 'tis good, to rear the worft. 

1 . F. Yet rather fight, than, like unnatural fons, 
For&ke your loving parents in diflrefs. 

2. F. Tufh, they, that have already taken arms. 
Are many fearful millions, in refpeft 

Of that Imall handful of our enemies : 
But 'tis a rightful quarrel muft prevail ; 
Ednuard is fon unto our late king's fiiler, 
Where John Falois is three degrees remov'd. 

Worn. Beiides, there goes a prophefy abroad> 
Publiih'd by one that was a friar once. 
Whose oracles have many times prov'd true ; 
And now he (ays. The time imll Jhwtlj come^ 
When as a Uon^ roused in the ijuejij 
Shall cany hence the JUwuer-de-luce of France : 
These, I can tell ye, and fuch like furmises 
Strike many Frenchmen cold unto the heart. 
Enter another frenchmdaiy hajiily. 

/^. F^ Fly, countrymen* and citizens of /*rtf«r^/ 
Sweet-flow'ring peace, the root of happy life, 
Jsgj^te abandoned and expulPd the land : 
InSead of. whom, ranfack-conftraining war 
Sits like to ravens on your houses' tops ; 
Slaughter and mifchief walk within your ilreets. 
And, unreftrain'd, make havock as they pafs : 
The form whereof even now myfelf beheld, 
JBot0, upon this fair mountain, whence I came. 
For fo far as I did direft mine eyes, 
I might perceive five cities all on fire, 

*S nnfackt ^^-upoayoor ^9 {« off at I directed 
I 2 
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Corn-fields, and vineyards, burning like an oven ; 

And, as the leaking vapour in the wind 

Turned aiide, I likewise might discern 

The poor inhabitants, efcapt the flame. 

Fall numbcrlefs upon the foldiers* pikes : 

Three ways these dreadful minifters of wrath 

Do tread the measures of . their tragick march,; / 

Upon the right hand comes the conquering king. 

Upon the left his hot unbridl'd fon. 

And in the midfl our nation's glittering hoft ; 

All which, though diftant, yet confpire in one 

To leave a defolation where they come. 

Fly, therefore, citizens, if you be wise. 

Seek out fome habitation further olF : 

Here if you ftay, your wiv^s will be abus'4» 

Your treasure fhar'd before your weeping eyes ; 

Shelter yourfelves, for now the ftorm dom rise.; 

Away, away ! methinks, I hear their drums : — 

Ah wretched France^ I greatly fear thy fall ; 

Thy glory fhaketh.like a tottering wall. [Exeunt, 

SCENE III. ti?e/am. ^ 

Drums. Enter King Edward, marching \ De Rfi^/Bkv 
and Forcesy ^»^Gobin de Grey. [guide 
Epff^. Where is the Frenchman^ by whose cunning 
We found the (hallow of this river Sommey 
And had diredion how to pafs the fea ? 
Go£, Here, my good lord. 
Edw. How art thou calPd ? thy name.^ 
Gob. Go bin de Grey, if please your excellence. 

3 I turned but^d?, > 7 Shelter you your ^ ^^Sone, 
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Edh^, Then, Gciin^ for the fervice thou haft done. 
We here enlarge wid give thee liberty ; 
And, for a recompence, beiide this good. 
Thou (halt receive five hundred marks in gold. — 
I know not how, we (hould have met our Ton ; 
Whom now in heart I wifh I might behold. 
Enter Akt 01 s. 
Ar r . Good news,m)rlord; the prince is hard at hand. 
And with him comes lord Audley^ and the reft. 
Whom fince our landing we couJd never meet. 
Drums. Enter Prince, Au d l e y , and Forces, 
Edw. Welcomcjf^r prince! How haft thou fped,my 
Since thy arrival on the coaft of France ? [fon, 

Pru SuccefsfuUy, I thank the gracious heavens : 
Some of their ftrongeft cities we have won. 
As Harfleur^ Loj Crotage, and Carentan ; 
And odiers wafted ; leaving at our heels 
A wide apparent field, and beaten jpath. 
For ^litarmefs to progrefs in : 
Yil^ those that would fubmit, we kindly pardon'd ; 
For who in fcorn refus'd our profier'd peace, 
Indur'd the penalty of ftiarp revenge. [nate 

Edw. Ah, France, why ftiould'ft thou be thus obfti- 
■ Againft the kind embracement of thy friends ? 
How gentle had we thought to touch thy breaft. 
And tet our foot upon thy tender mold, 
: But that, in froward and difdainful pride, 
: Thou, like a fldttifti and untamed colt, 

Doft ftart afide, and ftrike us with thy heels ? -« 
] But tell me, Ned, in all thy warlike courfe 

»6Harllen, Lie, 
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Haft thou not feen the usurjHng king of France^ 

Pru Yes, my good lord, and not two hours ago. 
With full an hunmd thousand fighting men. 
Upon the one fide o' the river's bank, 
I on the other ; with his multitudes 
J fear'd he would have crop'd our fmaller power : 
But, happily, perceiving your approach. 
He hath withdrawn himfdf to Creffi^ plains ; 
Where, as it feemeth by his good array. 
He means to bid us battle presently. 

Edw, He fliall be welcomcythat's the thing we crave. 
Drums. Enter King Jo HS i Charles, 

amf Fhilit, his /ons; Bohemia, Lorrain, ^c. \ 
and Forces, [France^"^ 

Job, Soto, Edwardy know, that^^^^f true king of 
Musing thou fiiould'ft encroach upon his land. 
And, m thy tyrannous proceeding, flay 
His faithful fubjeds, and fubvert his towns,-** 
Spits in thy face ; and in this manner following 
Upbraids thee with thine arrogant intrusion. f 
Firft, I condemn thee for a fugitive, 
A thievifli pirate, and a needy mate ; 
One, that hath either no abiding fdace. 
Or elfe, inhabiting fome barren foil, 
Where neither herb or fruitful grain is had, 
Doft altogetller live by pilfering : 
Next,— infomuch thou haft infnng'd thy faith. 
Broke league and folemn covenant made with mcv'^ 
I hold thee for a moft pernitions wretch : 
And laft of all,— although I fcom to cope 

^fidewiththe 5 And on the other bodi his > 5 John the true 
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With one fo much inferior to myfelf ; 
Yet, in refpedt thy thirft is all for gold. 
Thy labour nther to be feared than lov'd,— 
To /atif}y thy luft in cither part. 
Here am I come ; and with me I have broaght 
Exceeding ftore of treasure, pearl, and coin. 
Leave therefore now to perifecnte the weak ; 
And, anmd entering confiid with the arm'dy 
Let it be feen, 'mongft other petty thefts. 
How thou canft win this piUage manfiilly. 
' Eotr. If gall, or wormwood, have a pleasant tafte, 
Then is thy ialntation honey-fweet : 
But as the one hath no fuch property. 
So is the other moft fadrical. 
Yet wot how I regard thy worthlefs taunts ; -- 
If thou have uttePd them to foil my fame, 
Or dim the reputation of my birth. 
Know, that thy wolfifh barking cannot hurt : 
If (lily to infinuate with the world. 
And with a fbumpet's artificial line 
To paint thy vitious and deformed cause. 
Be well aiTur'd, the counterfeit will hde^ 
And in the^nd thy foul defeds be (cen : 
But if thou did'fl it to provoke me on,— 
As who ihould fay, I were but timerous. 
Or, coldly negligent, did need a fpur,— 
Bethink thyfelf, how flack I was at fea ; 
How, fince my landing, I have won no towns. 
Entered no further but upon thy coafl. 
And there have ever fince fecurely flept* 

» one fuch inftriov * • Now, finec 
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Bat if I have been otherways employ'd. 
Imagine, Valois^ whether I intend 
To fldrmiih, not for pillage, bat the crown 
Which thou doft wear ; and that I vow to have. 
Or one of as (hall fall into his grave. 

Pri. Look not for croTs inve£lives at oar hands. 
Or railing execrations of defpight : 
Let creeping ierpents, hid in hollow banks. 
Sting with their tongues; we have remorfelefs fwords. 
And they fhall plead for us, and oar affairs. 
Yet thus much, briefly, by my father's leave : 
As all the immodeft poison of thy throat 
Is fcandalous and moil notorious lies. 
And our pretended quarrel truly juft. 
So end the battle when we meet to-day ; 
May either of as prober and prevail. 
Or, lucklefs curft, receive eternal ftiame I 

Edw, That needs no further queition ; and, I know. 
His confcience witnelTeth, it is my right. .^ 
Therefore, Vahh^ fay, wilt thou yet resign. 
Before the iickle's thruft into the com. 
Or that enkindl'd fury tum'd to flame ? \Franct\ 

JoH, Edwardj I know what right thou haft in 
And ere I bafely will resign my crown, 
This champion field fhall be a pool of blood. 
And all our profpeft as a flaughter-houfe. 

Pri, Ay, that approves thee, tyrant, what thou art : 
No father, king, or fhepherd of thy realm ; 
But one, that tears her entrails with thy hands. 
And, like a thirfly tiger, fuck'fl her blood. 

iWtforthe ^4qiianellittnid7 
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AvD . You peers of France^ why do you follow him 
That is fo prodigal to fpend your lives ? 

Cm A, Whom fliould they follow, aged impotent. 
But he that is their true-bom fovcreign ? 

Edw, Upbraid'ft thou him, because within his face 
Time hath engrav'd deep charaders of age ? 
Know, these grave fcholars of experience. 
Like ftiF-grown oaks, will (land immoveable, 
When whirl-wind quickly turns up younger trees. 

Dek, Was ever any of thy father's houfe 
King, but thyfelf, before this present time ? 
Edtvard*^ great linage, by the mother's iide^ 
Five hundred years hath held the fcepter up : .• 
Judee then, conipirators, by this deicent. 
Which is the true-bom fovereign, thisy or that- 

. Pui. €50011 father,range your battles,prate no more; 
These Englijh fain would fpend the time in words. 
That, night approaching, they might fcape unfought. 

Jo H. Lords,and my loving fubj ed^s, now's the time» 
That your intended force muft bide the touch : 
Therefore, my friends, confider this in brief,— 
He, that you fight for, is your natural king ; 
He, againft whom you fight, a foreigner : 
He, that you fight for, rules in clemency. 
And reins you with a mild and gentle bit ; 
He, againft whom you fight, if he prevail. 
Will ftraight enthrone himielf in tyranny. 
Make flaves of you, and, with a heavy hand. 
Curtail and curb your fweeteft liberty. 
Then, to proted your country, and your king^ 

7 Know thatthefc ^9 knowes the 
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Let but the haaehty courage of your hearts 

Anfwer the namoer of yonr able hands, 

And we Ihall quickly chafe these fugitives. 

For what's this Ednuardy but a belly-god, 

A tender and lafdvibus wantonnefs. 

That t'other day was almoft dead for lore ? 

And what, I pray you, is his goodly guard ? 

Such as, but fcant them of their chines of bee^ > 

And take away their downy feather-beds. 

And, presently, they are as rcfty-ftiff 

As 'twere a many over-ridden jades. 

Then, Frmchmen^ fcom that fuch ihould be your lords. 

And rather l»nd ye them in captive bands. 

Fre. Fi'UiUr&i! God ^re king John of FroMCi/ 

Joe. Now on this plain of Cr^^ fpread yourielves, — 
And, Edward^ when thou dar'ft, begin the fight. 

[JF«w«/ A/»^John,Ch a.Phi. Lor. ^h, and Forces. 

EDt9^. We presently will meet tketyj^hu of France:^ 
And, Englifif lords, let us resolve tfaos day, 
Either to clear us of that fcandalons crimen 

Or be entcmibed in our innocence. 

And, Ned, because this battle is the firft 
That ever yet thou fbught'ft in pitched field. 
As ancient cnftom is of martialifts. 
To dub thee with the type of chivalry. 

In folemn manner we will give thee arms : 

Come, therefore, heralds, orderly bring forth 
A flrbng attirement for the prince my fcm. .-. 
Flourijk. Enter four HiraUbf brit^ng 

a Coat-earmeurf m Hekutf s Lamty end a Shidd: 

'S^thcasy, 
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Fhrft Herald delivers the Armour to King Edward ; 
twbo^ putting it on his Son, 
Edward Plantagenet^ in the name of God^ 
As with this armour I impali thy breaft. 
So be thy noble unrelenting heart 
Wall'd in with flint of matchlefs fortitude. 
That never bafe afiedions enter there ; 
Fight and be valiant, conquer where thou com'ft ! » 
Now follow, lords, and do him honour too. 

Der. [recei<uing the Helmet from tbefecond HeraUL 
Ednvard Plantagenetf prince of Wales, 
As I do fet this "I" helmet on thy head. 
Wherewith the chamber of thy brain is fenc'd^ 
So mav thy temples, with BeUona^s hand, 
Be iHll adorn'd with laurel vidory ; 
Fight and be valiant, conquer where thou com'ft ! 

A UD. [receiving the Lance from the third Herald, 
Edward Planta^enet, prince of Wales, 
Receive this "f lance, into thy manlike hand ; 
Use it in faihion of a brazen pen. 
To draw forth bloody fbata^ms in France, 
And print thy valiant deeds in honour's book ; 
Fight and be valiant, conquer where thou com'ft ! , 

jRr. [receii/if^ the Shield from the fourth Heredd, 
Edward Plaxtagenety prince of Wales, 1 

Hold, take this ^ target, wear it on thy arm ; 
And may the view thereof, like Perfeus^ ihield, 
Aftoniih and tranffbrm thy gazing foes 
To feniekfs images of meager death ; 
Fight and be valiant, conquer where thoa com'il ! 

> 3 this braioe 
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[which, defcr'd, 

E^ff^. Now wants there sought but kms^hthood ; 
We leave, 'till thou haft won it in the field. 

Pri, My gracious father, and ye forward peers. 
This honour, you have done me, animates 
And cheers my green yetifcarce-appearing fbengtli 
With comfortable good-prefaging ngns ; 
No otherwise than did old JacoPs words. 
When as he breath'd his bleflings on his fons : 
These hallow'd gifts of yours when I prophane, 
Oi use them not to glory of my God, 
To patronage the fatherlefs, and poor. 
Or tor the benefit of England's peace. 
Be numb my joints ! wax feeble both mine arms ! 
Wither my heart ! that, like a faplefs tree, 
K I may remain the map of infamy. 

Ed w. Then thus our Iteeled battles (hall be rang'd;— 
The leading of the vaward, Ntd^ is thine ; 
To dignify whose lufty fpirit the more. 
We temper it with Audky\ gravity j 
That, courage and experience join'd in one. 
Your manage may be fecond unto none : 
For the mam battles, I will guide myfelf ; 
And^ Derby ^ in the rearward march Dehind. 
That orderly difpos'd, and iet in 'ray. 
Let us to horfe ; And God grant us the day ! 

SCENE iV. The fame. 

Alarumsy as of a Battle joined. Enter a 

many Frenchmen, flying ; Prince^ and 

Englifh, pur/uing'y and Exeunt: then 
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.» Enter King John, and Lor rain. 

JoH. O L^rrainy fay, what mean our men to fly ? 
Our number is far greater than our foes. 

LoK. The garrifon of Genoesesy my lord, 
That came from Paris, weary with their march. 
Grudging to be fo fuddenly employ'd. 
No fooner in the fore-front toolc their place. 
But, ftraight retiring, fo difmay'd the reft. 
As likewise they. betook themfelves: to flight; 
In which, . for li^fte to make a Xafe efcape. 
More in the cluft'ring throng are prefli^d to death. 
Than by the enemy, a .thousand fold. 

JoH, O haplefs fortune ! Let us yet aflay 
If we can counfel fome of them to flay. [Exeunt, 

JCENE V. TJbe/ame. 
Drums. Enter King Ed w a r d, and Au&le Y. 
Edw, Lord j^udley, whiles our fon is in the chafe. 
Withdraw your powers unto this little hill. 
And here a feason let us breath ourfelves. 

jiuD,\ will, my lord . [ Exit Au d l e y . Retreat, 
Edpt, Juft-dooming heaven, whose fecret provi- 
To.our grofs judgment is unfcru table, [dencc 

How are we bound to praise thy wondrous works. 
That haft this dajr giv'n way unto the right. 
And made the. wicked ftumble at themfelves ? 
£»/^Artois, hajhly, 
Aur, Refcue, king Edward I refcue for thy ion i 
£2)«r. Refcue, Jrtois ? what, is he prisoner ? 
Or, .t!Ce, > by violence fell befide his horfe i 
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Asit. Neither, my lord; but narrowly befet 
With turning Frenchmen^ whom he did purfue. 
As 'tis impoffible that he fhould fcape. 
Except your highnefs presently defcend. 

Edh^. Tutjet him fight ; we gave him arms to-day» 
And he is labouring for a knighthood, man. 

£«/^ Derby, haftily, [him; 

Dek , The prince, my lord, the prince ! o, fuccour 
He's doie encompaiPd with a world of odds I 

Eoff. Then will he win a world of honour too. 
If he by valour can redeem him thence : 
If not. What remedy ? we have more fons 
Than one, to comfort our declining age. 
Re-snter AvDLEY, hajtify, 

A u D. Kenov/ned EikvarJ, give me leave, I pray. 
To lead my foldiers, where I may relieve 
Your grace's fon, in danger to be flain. 
The fnares of French, like emmets on a bank, 
Mufter about him ; whil'ft he, lion-like, 
Entangl'd in the net of their afTaults, 
Frantickly wrends, and bites the woven toil : 
But all in vain, he cannot free himfelf. 

EDif^. Audl^y content ; I will not have a man. 
On p^ of death, fent fbrth to fuccour him : 
This is the day ordain'd by deftinv 
To feason his green courage with those thoughts. 
That, if he break'th out Neftor*s years on earth. 
Will make him favour flill of this eiq>loit. 

Der. Ah, but he fhall not live to fee those days... 

EpH'. Why, then his epitaph is lafting praise. 

^6 hit courage with those greeroos thoughts. 
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JIajd. Yet, good my IcMrd, 'tis too much wilfulnefs, 
To let his blood be fpilt, that may be fav'd. 

Ed IV. Exclaim no more ; for none of you can tell. 
Whether a borrow'd aid will ferve, or no ; 
Perhaps, he is already ilain, or u'en : 
And dare a falcon when (he's in her flight. 
And ever after (he'll be haggard-like : 
Let Ed'ward be deliver'd by our hands. 
And (till, in danger, he'll exped the like ; 
But if himfelf himfelf redeem from thence. 
He will have vanqiuih'd, cheerful, death, jmd fear. 
And ever after dread their force no more. 
Than if they were but babes, or captive (laves. 
JuD . O cruel father ! ^ Farewel, Edivariff then ! 
Dbr . Farewel, fweet prince, the hope of ciivalry ! 
Jr r. O, would my life might ranfom him from death! 
£Djr. jFwbear,mH larw,— But,foft; methinks, I hear 

[Retreat /fiunded. 
The dismal charge of trumpets' loud retreat : 
All are not (lain, I hope, that went with him ; 
Some will return with tidings, good, or bad. 
Flourijh. Enter Prince Edward 
in Triumph^ bearimg in his Hand bis Jbi<uer^d 
Lance ; his Stvord, ^and hatter* d Armoury horn 
hefore hinty and the Body of the King of Bo- 
hemia, fwrapt in the Colours : Lords run 

and tmhrace him. 
AuD, O joyful (ight! vidorious Edward lives \ 
Der. Welcome, brave prince! 
Eofy. Welcome, Planlagenet / \emhracing him. 
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Pru Firft having done my doty, lu befeem*d» 

\kneilsj and kijfei his Father^ s Hmnd. • 
Lords, I regreet you all with hearty thanks. 
And now, behold,— after my winter's toil. 
My painftil voyage on the boiil'roas iea 
Or war's devouring gulphs and fteely rocks,"* 
I bring my fraught unto the wiihed port. 
My rummer's hope, my travel's fweet reward : 
And here, with humble duty, I present 
This "I" facrifice, this firil fruit ot my fword, 
Cropt and cut down even at the gate of death. 
The king. of Bobemey father, whom I flew; 
Whose thousands had intrench'd me round about. 
And lay as thick upon my batter'd creft. 
As on an anvil, with their pond'rous glaives : 
Yet marble courage ftill did underprop ; 
And when my weary arms, with often blows,— 
Like the continual-lab'ring woodman's axe. 
That is enjoin'd to fell a load of oaks,— 
Began to falter, ftraight I would remember 
My gifts you gave me, and my zealous vow. 
And then new courage made me frefh again ; 
That^ in defpite, I carv'd my paflage forth. 
And put the multitude to ipeedy Bight. 
Lo, thus hath Edward^ s hand 'fill'd your requeft. 
And done, I hope, the duty of a knight. . [Ned! 
EDiy. Ay, well thou haft deserv'd a knighuiood. 
And, therefore, with thy fword, yet reeking warm 
[recei'ving it from the Soldier 'who bore 
it, and laying it on the kneeling Prince. 

■ 3 Whom you iaid had ^^ would recorer : 
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With blood of those that fought to be thy bane. 
Arise, prince Edward^ trufty knight at arms : 
This day thou hail: confounded me with joy. 
And prov'd thyfelf fit heir unto a kin^. 

Pri. Here is a "f note, my gracious lord, of those 
That in this confliA of our foes were (lain : 
Eleven princes of efteem ; fouricore 
Barons, ann eat{0 5 a hundred twenty knights ; 
And thirty thousand private fbldiers ; 
And, of our men, a thousand. [hope, 

Eiiw, Our God be prais*d ! Now, John 6{ France^ 1 
Thou know'ft king Edward for no wantonnefs. 

No love-fick cockney ; nor his fbldiers, jades. 

But which way is the fearful kine efcap'd ? 

Pri. Towaixls Poitiers j noble rather, and his fons. 
EDf9^, Ned J thou, BxadiJudUy, fhall purfue them ^11 ; 
Myfelf, and Derby ^ will to Calais ftraight. 
And their begirt that haven-town with iitg^i : 
Now lies it on an upfhot ; therefore ftrike. 
And wiftly follow while the game's on foot. 
What pidture's this ? {pointing to the Colours. 

Pri* A pelican, my lord, 
Wounding her bosom with her crooked beak, 
jThat fo her neft of young ones may be fed 
{ With drops of blood that iflue from her heart ; 
jThe motto. Sic et vos, Andfo Jhouldyou. 

\FlouriJh. Exeunt in Triumph, 



ACT IV. 

* hvndred and twentie 
K 



.^.a- 



ii Edward lU. 

SCENE I. BreULgne.Coffif ^/>^,Engllfh 

Forces under tin Earl of Salisbury ; Salisbury'/ ^enU 

^isr/^ Salisbury ; to him^ tire Earl o/Mohtfokt.^ 

attended^ a Coronet in his Hand, 

Mom. My lord of Salisbury^ fince bv your ^d 
Mine enemy Sir Charles of Blots is flam. 
And I again am quietly posseft 
In Bretagni% dukedom, know, tliat I resolve. 
For this kind furtherance of your king, and you. 
To /wear allegiance to his majefty : 
In fign whereof, receive this "^ coronet. 
Bear it unto him ; and, withal, my oath. 
Never to be but Edward^s faithful friend. 

Sal, I take it, Monfort : Thus, I hope, ere long 
The whole dominions of the realm of France 
Will be furrender'd to his conquering hand. 

\Exeunt Mont fort, and Train. 
Now, if I knew but fafely how to pais, 
I would at Calais gladly meet his graces 
Whither, I am by letters certify'd. 
That he intends to have his hoft removed* 
It ftiall be fo ; this policy will ferve : — 
Ho, who's' within ? Bring Filliers to me. ^— 

Enter Villiers. 
niliers, thou know'ft, thou art my prisoner. 
And that I might, for ranfom, if I would. 
Require of thee an hundred thousand franks. 
Or elfe retain and keep thee captive ftill : 
But fo it is, that for a fmaller charge 
Thou may'ft be quit, an if thou wilt thyfelf 5 

1-9 wouldtoCalice *« Yet he 
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And this it is. Procure me but a pafsport 
Of Charles the duke of Normandy, that I, 
Without reftrainty may have recourfe to Calais 
Through all the countries where he hath to do» 
(Which thou may'il easily obtain, I think. 
By reason I have often heard thee fay. 
He and thyfelf were ftudcnts once together) 
And then thou fhalt be fet at liberty. 
How fa/ft thou ? wilt thou undertake to do it ? 

FiL . I will, my lord ; but I muft fpeak with him. 

Sal . Why, fo thou fhalt ; take horfe, and poft from 
Only, before thou go'fl, fwear by thy faith, [hence : 
That, if thou can'ft not compafs my desire. 
Thou wilt return my prisoner back again ; 
And that fhall be fufiicient warrant for thee. 

Fit, To that condition I agree, my lord. 
And will unfeignedly perform the fame. 

Sal . Fare wel, FilUers. — [ Exit Vi l l i c r s • 

Thus, once I mean to try a Frenchman s faith. 

SCENE II. Picardy. 
7he Englifti Camf before Calais. 

Enter King Ed w A rd, and Derby, tvith Soldien. 

Edw. Since thy refuse our proiFer*d leaeue,my lord. 
And will not ope the gates, and let us m. 
We will intrench ourfelves on every fide. 
That neither victuals, nor fupply of men. 
May come to fuccour this accurfed town ; 
Famine fhall combat where our fwords are flopt. 

Der, The promis'daidythat made them ftandaioo^ 

7 and tjum were 
K z 
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Is now retirM, and gfiih^ another way 5 * 
It will repent them of their ftubbom will. 

' Enter fome ffoor Frenchmen. 
Bat what are these poor ragged flaves, my lord ? [Calais^ 

Sdht. Aik what they are ; it {eemt» they come from 

Der, You wretched patterns of defpair and woe. 
What are ye ? living men ; or gliding ghoils» 
Crept from your graves to walk upon the earth ? 

1 . /*. No ghofts, my lord, but men that breath a life 
Far woHe than is the quiet fleep of death: 
We are diftreffcd poor inhabitants. 
That long have faieen diseased, ficlc, and lame ; 
And now, because we are not fit to ferve. 
The captain of the town hath thruft us forth* 
That fo expence of viduals may be fav'd. 

Edut. a charitable deed, and worthy praise*^ 
But how do you imagine then to fpeed ? 
We are your enemies ; in fuch a cafe 
We can no lefs but put you to the fword. 
Since, when we proffer*d truce, it was refus'd. 

1. F. An if your grace no otherwise vouchfafc. 
As welcome death is unto us as life. [treiT'd ! ^ 

Edh^. Poor filly men, much wrong'd, and more dif- 
Go, Derby y go, and fee they be reliev'd ; 
Command tlut viduals be appointed them. 
And give to every one five crowns apiece : ^ 

[ Exeunt Derby, and Frenchmen* 
The lion fcoms to touch the yielding prey ; 
And Ed'ward^s fword muft frefh itfelf in fuch 
Aj wilEd ilubbonmeis hath made perverfe. .. 

• ^ deedcy 09 dovht^ and 
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Enter the Lord Percy, from England. 
Lord Percy/ welcome: What's the news in J?ff^At«i// 

Pfx .The queen,my loid,coininends hertoyour giace; 
And from her highnefs, and the lord vice-gerent» 
I bring this, happy tidings of fuccefs : 
Da<vid of Sc9tlantly lately up in arms, 
(Thinking, belike, he fooneft fhould prevail^ 
Your highnefs being abfent from the realm) 
Is, by the faithful ler?ice of your peers. 
And painful travel of the queen hcrfelf. 
That, big with child, was every day in arms, * 
Vanquifh^d, fubduM, and taken prisoner. 

Ed w. Thanks,P^fj',for thy news, with all my heart! 
What was he, took him prisoner in the field ? 

Per . A fquire, my lord ; John Coplandis his name: 
Who fince, entreated by her majeity,. 
JDenies to make furrender of his prize 
To any but unto your grace alone ; 
Whereat the queen is grievoufly difpleas*d. 

Eoif^. Well,then we'll have a purfuivant difpatch'd. 
To fummon Copland hither out of hand. 
And with him he fhall bring his prisoner king. 

Per. The queen's, my lord, herfelf by this at fca ; 
And purposeth, as foon as wind will ferve. 
To land at Calais, and to visit you. 

Eoff, She fhall be welcome; and,to wait her coming, 
I'll pitch my tent near to the fandy fhore. 
Enter a French Captain. 

Cap. The burgefTes of Calais, mighty king. 
Have, by a council, willingly decreed 

3 comes here to 

K3 
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To yield the town, and cafUe/ to your hands ; 

Upon condition, it will please your grace 

To grant them benefit of life, and go^s. [mand, 

jEDiiP'.They will fo! then, belike, they maycom- 
Diipose, eleft, and govern as they lift* 
No, firrah, tell them, fince they (Hd refuse 
Our princely clemency at firft proclaim'd. 
They ihall not have it now, although they would ; 
I will accept of nought but fire and fword. 
Except, within these two days, fix of them. 
That are the wealthieft merchants in the town. 
Come naked, all but for their linnen fhirts. 
With each a halter hang'd about his neck. 
And proftrate yield themfelves, upon their knees. 
To be afflided, hang'd, or what I please ; 
And fo you may inform their mafterihips. 

[Exeunt Edward, /w^ Percy. 

Caf* Why, this it is to truft a broken ftaff. 
Had we not been perfuaded, JoJhn our king 
Would with his army have reHev'd the town. 
We had not ftood upon defiance fo : 
But now 'tis paft that no man can recall ; 
And better fbme do go to wreck, than all. [Exit, 

SCENE IIL Poitou. Fields near Poitiers. 
7 be French Camp ; 7ent of the Duke c/* Normandy. 

£«/«-CHARLES,«»^VlLLIERSr [mC 

CsA, I wonder, Villiers^ thou fhould'ft importune 
For one that is our deadly enemy, 
/jx . Not for his fake, my gracious lord, fo much 
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Am I become an earned advocate. 

As that thereby my ranfbm will be quit. [that? 

CHji, Thy ranfom, man ! why, need'il thoa mk of 
Art thou not fvee ? and are not all occasions. 
That happen for advantage of our foes, 
To be accepted of, and flood upon ? 

FiL , No, good my lord, except the fame be juil ; 
For profit muA with honour be comixt. 
Or elfe our adions are but fcandalous : 
But, letting pafs these intricate objections. 
Wilt please your hi^hnefs to fubfcribe, or no ? 

CHjt. Villters, I will not, nor I cannot do it ; 
Salisbury ihall not have his will fo much. 
To claim a pafsport how it pleas'th himfelf. 

ViL. Why, then I know the extremity, my lord, 
I muft return to prison whence I came. 

Cha, Return ! I hope, thou wilt not, ©illfcttf t 
What bird, that hath efcap'd the fowler's gin. 
Will not be ware how (he's enfnar'd again ? 
Or, what is he, fo fenielefs, and (ecure. 
That, having hardly pafT'd a dangerous gulph. 
Will put himfelf in peril there again ? 

FiL. Ah, but it IS my oath, my gracious lord, 
Wluch I in confcience may not violate. 
Or elie a kingdom ihould not draw me hence. 

Cha. Thine oath ! why, that doth bind thee to abide: 
Haft thou not fwom obedience to thy prince ? 

ViL, In all things that uprightly he commands : 
But either to perfuade, or threaten me. 
Not to perform the covenant of ipy word. 
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Is lawlefs, and I need not to obey. 

Cha. Whv, is it lawful for a man to Idll, 
And not, to break a promise with his foe ? [claim'd» 

FiL. To killy my lord, when war is once pn>- 
So that our quarrel be for wrongs rcceiv'd. 
No doubt, is lawfully permitted us : 
But, in an oath, we muil be well advis'd 
How we do fwear ; and, when we once have fwom. 
Not to infringe it, though we die therefore : 
Therefore, my lord, as willing I return. 
As if I were to fly to paradife. [j^oing* 

Cha. Stay, my Viuiers ; thy honourable mmd 
Deserves to be eternally admir'd. 
Thy fuit fliall be no longer thus deferM ; 
Give me the paper, I'll fubfcribe to it : 

[/^9 andgi'ves it bmckm 
And, where tofore I lov'd thee as ViUiersj 
Hereafter I'll embrace thee as myielf ; 
Stay, and be ftill in favour with thy lord. 

ViL . I humbly thank your grace : I muft di^atdh* 
And fend this paisport £rft unto the earl. 
And then I will attend your highnefs' pleasure. 

[i?X/VVlLLIER8. 

CuA* Do fo, ViUiers ; — And Charles^ when he hath 

Be fuch his foldiers, howfbe'er he fpeed ! [need. 

Enter King John. [ trap'd, 

JoH, Come, Charles 9 and arm thee ; Ed^ward'n en- 
The prince of Wales is fain into our hands. 
And we have compaff'd him, he cannot fcape. 

CsA. But will youriiighnefs fight to-day I 
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Job. Whatelfc,myfon? he's fcarce eight thousand 
And we are threefbore thousand at the leaS. [ftrong, 

CBji. I hate a •f" prophefy, my gracious lord. 
Wherein is Written, what fucceis is like 
To happen iis in this outrageoas war ; 
It was deliver'd me at Cre^* field. 
By one that is an aged hermit there. [read^* 

Wbenfeatbev^dffnjolJhaU make thine arm^ tremble^ 
and flint ftones rise^ and break the battle V^^ 

then think on him that doth not now dijfemble ; 
fir that Jhall be the haplefs dreadful day : 

yety in the end^ thyfiot thou Jhalt aihance^ 

asfiir in England, as thy fie in France. 

Job. By this it feems we ihall be fortunate: 
For as it is impofiible, that flones 
Should ever rise, and break the battle 'ray ; 
Or airy fowl make men in arms to quake ; 
So is it tike, We (hall not be fubdu'd : 
Or, fay this might be true, yet, in the end. 
Since he doth promise, we ihall drive him hence. 
And fbrrage tl^ir country, as they have done ours. 
By this revenge that lofs will feem the lefs. 
But all are frivolous fancies, toys, and dreams : 
OAce» we are fure we have enfnaPd the fon. 
Catch we the father after how we can. [Exeunt. 

SCENE IV. The/ame. The Engliih Camfi. 
Enter Prince Edward, A u o l e y , and Others, 
Pri, JudUy, the arms of death embrace us rounds 
And oomfort have we none> fave that to die. 
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To pay four eamcft for a fwceter KFc. 

At Crejfi^ field our clouds of warlike fmoke 

Choak'd up those Frtnch mouths^and difTever'd diem: 

But now their multitudes of millions hide, 

Mafking as 'twere, the beauteous burning fun ; 

Leaving no hope to us, but fuUen dark. 

And eyelefs terror of all-ending night. 

Aun. This fudden, mighty, and expedient head. 
That they have made, fair, prince, is wonderful. 
Before us in the valley lies the king, 
Vantag'd with all that heaven and earth can yield ; 
His party ftronger battl'd than our whole : 
His fon, the braving duke of Normandy ^ 
Hath trim'd the mountain on our right hand up 
In fhining plate, that now the afpiring hill 
Shews like a filver quarry, or an orb ; 
Aloft the which, the banners bannerets, 
And new-replenifh'd pendants, cuff the air. 
And beat the winds, that, for their gaudinefs. 
Struggles to kifs them : on our left hand Hes 
Philips the younger iffue of the king. 
Coating the other hill in fuch array. 
That all his gilded upright pikes do Hcitm 
Strait trees of gold, the pendant ftreametiir, leares $ 
And their device of antique heraldry, 
Quartered in colours feeming fundry fruits. 
Makes it the orchard of the Hefferides : 
Behind us too the hill doth bear his height, 
(For, like a half-moon, op'ning but one way. 
It rounds us in) there at our b»:ks are lodg'd 

"Wcpay ^^ us two the 
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The fatal crofs-bows ; and the battle there 
Is govern'd by the rough ChatilUon. 
Then thus it ftands,— The valley for our flight 
The king binds in ; the hills on either hand 
Are proudly royalized by his fons ; 
And on the hill behind flands certain death, 
In pay and fervice with Cbatillion, [deeds ; — 

PrL Death's name is much more mighty than his 
Thy parcelling this power hath made it more. 
As many fands as these my hands can hold. 
Are but my handful of fb many fands ; 
Then, all the world,— and call it but a power,— 
31 easily ^'en up, and quickly thrown away : 
But, if I ftand to count them (and by fand. 
The number would confound my memory. 
And make a thousand millions of a talk. 
Which, briefly, is no more, indeed, than one. 
These quarter'd fquadrons, and these regiments. 
Before, behind us, and on either hand. 
Are but a power : When we name a man, 
His hand, his foot, his head, have feveral ftrengths ; 
And being all but one felf inflant flrength, 
Why, all this many, AudUy^ is but one. 
And we can call it all but one man's flrength. 
He, that hath far to go, tells it by nules ; 
If he fhould tell the fteps, it kills his heart : 
The drops are infinite, that make a flood ; 
And yet, thou know'ft, we call it but a rain. 
There is but one France^ ans one king of France, 
That France hath no more kings ; and that fame khig 

> * quarter!, fquadrons, ^ > bath feveraU 
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Hath but the puifiant legion of one king ; 
And we have one : Then apprehend no odds ;: 
For one to one is fair equality.^ 

Enter a Herald. 
What tidings^ meffenger ? be plain, and brief. 

Her. The king oiFrance^my fovereign lord and maC- 
Greets tju^ by me his foe the-prmce ol Wales : [ter. 
If thoii cdl forth an hundred men of name. 
Of lords, kniehts, 'fquires, and Englijh gentlemen. 
And with thyfelf and those kneel at his feet. 
He flraight will fold his bloody colours up. 
And ranfom fhall redeem lives forfeited : 
If not, this day fhall drink more EngUJh blood 
Than e'er was bury*d in our Britijh earth, 
What is the anfwer to his profFer'd mercy ? [mercy 

Pri, This "]" heaven, that covers /"riz^r^, contains the 
That draws from me fnbmiflive orisons ; 
That fuch bafe breatk fhould vanifh from my lips. 
To urge the plea of mercy to a man, 
The Lord forbid ! Return, and tell thy king, 
My tongue is made of f(eel, and it fhaU beg 
My mercy on his coward burgonet ; 
Tell him, my colours are as red as his. 
My men as bold, our Englijh arms as ftrong. 
Return him my defiance in his face. 

Her, I go. \Exit Herald. 

Enter another Herald. 

Pru What news with thee I 

Her. The duke of Normandy ^ my lord and mailer^ 
Pitying thy youth is fo engirt with peril. 
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By me hadi fent a nimble-jointed jennet^ 

As fwift as ever yet thou did'ft befhide. 

And therewithal he counfels thee to fly ; 

Elfe, death himfelf hath fworn, that thou (halt die« 

Pri, Back with the beaft unto the beaft that fent 
TeU hiniy I cannot fit a coward's hoHe : [him'; 

Bid him to-day beflride the jade himfelf; 
For I will flain my horfe quite o'ier with blood. 
And double-gild my fpurs, but I will catch him ; 
So tell the carping bioy, and get thee gone. [ExitHtu 
Enter another Herald. ^ 

Her, Edward oi Wales y Fbilipy the fecond fon 
To the moft mighty chriftian king of France^ 
Seeing thy body^s living date expir'd. 
All full of charity and chriftian love, 
Commends this =(= book,full fraught with \t^^ prayers. 
To thy fair hand, and, for thy hour of life, 
Intreats thee that thou meditate therein. 
And arm thy foul for her long journey towards. 
Thus have I done his bidding, and return. 

Pri, Herald of Philip y greet thy lord from me ; 
All good, that he can fend, I can receive : 
But think'fl thou not, the unadvised boy 
Hath wronged himfelf, in thus far tendering me ? ' 
Haply, he cannot pray without the book ; 
I think him. no divine extemporal : 
Then render =j= back this common-place of prayer. 
To do himfelf good in adverfity : 
Beiides, he knows not my fin's quality. 
And therefore knows no prayers for my avail ; . 
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Ere night his prayer may be, to pray to God 
To put it in my heart to hear his prayer ; 
So tell the courtly wanton, and be gone. 

Her. I go. \Exit Herald. 

Pr/. How confident their ftren j^th and number makes 
Now, A</i^,found those filver wmgs of thine, [them!^ 
And let those milk-white meileng;ers of time 
Shew thy time's learning in this dangerous time : 
Thyfelf art bruis'd and bent with many broils. 
And ftratagems forepaft with iron pens 
Are texed in thine honourable face ; 
Thou art a marry'd man in this diftrefs. 
But danger wooes me as a blufhing maid ; 
Teach me an anfwer to this perilous time. 

J UD. To die is all as common, as to live ; 
The one in choice, the other holds in chace : 
For, from the inftant we begin to live. 
We do purfue and hunt the time to die : 
Firft bud we, then we blow, and after feed ; 
Then, presently, we fall ; and, as a fliade 
Follows the body, fb we follow death. 
If then we hunt for death, why do we fear it ? 
©r, if we fear it, why do we follow it ? 
If we do fear, with fear we do but aid 
The thing we fear to feize on us the fooner : 
If we fear not, then no resolved proffer 
Can overthrow the limit of our fate : 
For, whether ripe, or rotten, drop we fhall. 
As we do draw the lottery of our doom. * [mours 

PH. Ah, good old man, a thousand thousand ai-* 

9 art bufie, and bit with 
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These words of thine have buckl'd ontny back : 
Ahy what an idiot hail thou made of life. 
To feek the thing it fears ! and how difgrac'd 
'The imperial viSary of murd'ring death ! 
^ince all the lives, his conquering arrows flrike. 
Seek him, and he not them, to fhame his glory. 
I will not rive a penny for a life. 
Nor half a halfpenny to fhun grim death ; 
Since for to live is but to feek to die. 
And dying but beginning of new life : 
Let come the hour when he that rules it will ! 
To live, or die, I hold indiiFerent. [Exemt. 

SCENE V. The fame. 7heYx^nz\iCamf. 
Enter Kittg JoHV, ««</ Charles. 
f Joff. A fudden darknefs hath defac'd the fky, 
; The winds are crept into their caves for fear, 
; The leaves move not, the world is hufh'd and fUU, 
The birds ceafe finring, and the wandering brooks 
Murmur no wonted greeting to their fhores ; 
Silence attends fome wonder, and«xpe&eth 
That heaven Ihould pronounce fome prophefy : 
Where, or from whom, proceeds this filence, Charles? 
Cha, Our men, with open mouths,and flaring eyes. 
Look on each other, as they did attend 
Each other's words, and yet no creature fpeaks ; 
A toneue-ty'd fear hath made a midnight hour. 
And ipecches fleep through all the waking regions. 
JoH, But now the pompous fun, in all his pride^ 
Look'd through his golden coach upon the world^ 
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And, on a fadden, hath he hid himfelf ; 
That now the under earth b as a grave, 
Dark, deadly, filent, and unconm>rtable. 

[a Clamour of Rofvens beard. 
Hark ! what a deadly outcry do I hear ! 

C/TjC. Here comes my brother Philip. 

Job. All difinayM : _ 

Enter Philip. 
What fearful words are those thy looks prefage ? 

Phi, a flight, a flight! [no flight. 

JoH. Coward, what flight ? thou ly'ft, there needs 

Phi. a flight! 

Job. Awake thy craven powers, and tell on . 
The fubflance of that very fear indeed. 
Which is fo gaftly printed in thy face : 
What; is the matter ? 

Phi. a flight of ugly ravens 
Do croak and hover o'er our fol<Mers' heads. 
And keep in triangles, and comer'd fquares, 
Rieht as our forces are embatteled ; 
With their approach there came this fudden fog. 
Which now hath hid the airy floor of heaven. 
And made at noon a nieht unnatural 
Upon the quaking and difmayed world : 
In brief, our foldiers have let daH their arms. 
And (land like metamorphof'd images, 
Bloodlefs and pale, one gazing on another. 

JoH. Ay, now I call to mind the prophcfy ; 
But I m'uft give no entrance to a fear.— 
Return, and hearten up those yielding fouls ; 

** flower of 
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Tell.thcm, the ravens, feeing them in aims,— 
So many fair againft a famiih'd few,— 
Come but to dine upon their handy-work. 
And prey upon the carrion that they kill : 
For when we fee a horfe la/d down to die. 
Although )e lie not dead, the ravenous birds 
Sit watching the departure of his life ; 
Even fo these ravens, for the carcafes 
Of those poor EngUjhy that are marked to die. 
Hover about ; and, if they dy to us, 
Tis but for meat that we muft kill for them. ^ 
Away, and comfort up my foldiers. 
And found the trumpets ; and at once difpatch 
This little businefs of a filly fraud. [Exit Philip, 
Noise ivithin. Enter a French Captaim^ 

*with Salisbury, Prisoner, [more,^ 

Cap. Behold, my liege, this knight, and forty 
Of whom the better part are flain and fled,— 
With all endeavour fought to break our ranks. 
And make their way to the encompaflT'd prince ; 
Difpose of him as please your majefly. 

JoH, Go,and the next bough,foldier,that thou fee'fl, 
Dugrace it with his body presently : 
For I do bold a tree in France too good 
To be the gallows of an EngUJb thief. 

Sal. My lord of Normandy y I have your pais 
And warrant for my fafety through this land. 

Cba>, ViUiers procur'd it for thee, did he not ? 

Sal. He did. 

CuA. And it is current, thou (halt freely pafs. 

»^ mo, 
L 
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JoH, Ay, freely to the gallows to be hanged* 
Without denial, or impediment : — 
Away with him. 

CuA. I hope, yom- highnefs will not fo diigrace mc. 
And daih the virtue of my feal at arms : 
He hath my never-broken name to fhew, 
Charafter'd with this princely hand of mine ; 
And rather let me leave to be a prince, 
Than break the ftable verdidl of a prince : 
I do befeech you, let him pafs in quiet. 

Job, Thou and thy word lie both in my command j 
What can'ft thou promise, that I cannot break ? 
Which of these twain is greater infemy. 
To difobey thy father, or thyfelf ? 
Thy word, nor no man's, may exceed his power ; 
Nor that (ame man doth never break his word. 
That keeps it to the utmoft of his power : 
The breach of faith dwells in the foul's conlent ; 
Which if thyfelf without confent do break, 
Thou art not charged with the breach of faith. — 
Go, hang him ; for thy licence lies in me : -> 
And my conftraint ftands the excufe for thee. 

Cha, What, am I not a foldier in my word ? 
Then, arms adieu, and let them fight that lift :. 
Shall I not give my girdle from my wafle. 
But with a guardian I fhall be controul'd, < 
To fay, I may not give my things away ? 
Upon my foul, had Ed<ward prince of Wales, 
Engag'd his word, writ down his noble hand. 
For aU your knights to pafs his father's land. 
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The royal king, to grace his warlike fon. 
Would not alone faie-condadl give to them, 
fiat with all bounty feafted them and theirs. 

Job. Dwell'ft thou on precedents ? Then be it fo.- . 
Say, EngUJbmany of what degree thou art ? 

Sal, An earl in England^ though a prisoner here %. 
And those, that know me, call me Salisbury, 

Job. Then, Salisbury ^ fay, whither thou art bound? 

Sal . To Calais^ where my liege, king Ednvard, is. 

Joe. To Calais^ Salisbury ? Then to Ctdais pack ; 
And bid the king prepare a noble grave. 
To put his princely fon, black EdiAjardy in. 
And as thou travel'ft weftward from this place. 
Some two leagues hence there is a lofty mil. 
Whose top ieems toplefs, for the embracing flcy 
Doth hide his high head in her azure bosom ; 
Upon whose tall top when thy foot attains, 
Look back upon the humble vale below, 
(Humble of late, but now made proud with arms) 
And thence behold the wretched prince of Wales ^ 
Hoop'd with a band of iron round about. 
After which fight, to Calais fpur amain. 
And ixvy the |>rince was fmother'd, and not fiain ; 
And tell the king, this is not all his ill ; 
For I will greet mm, ere he thinks I will. 
Away, be gone ; The fmoke but of our Ihot 
Will choke our foes, though bullets hit them not. 

SCENE Yl. The/ame. A Part of the Field of BattU. 
Alaninu^ as of a Battle joined i Skirmijhings. 

L 2 
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Enter Prince Edward, and Ar T o i s . [lord ? 

^«r. How fares your grace ? arc you not (hot, my 

Pr/. No»dear^r/w/; but chok'd with dull and (moke. 
And ftept afide for breath and frefher air. 

Jrt. Breath then,andto't again : the amazed /Vf/ici^ 
Arc quite dillrad with gazing on the crows ; 
And, were our quivers fuU of fhafts again. 
Your grace (hould fee a glorious day of this : ^ 
O, for more arrows, lord ! that is our want. 

Pri. Courage, jlrtois I a Kg for feathcr'd ihafb. 
When feather 'd fowls do bandy on our iide ! 
What need we fight, and fweat, and keep a coil. 
When railing crows out-(cold our adverfaries ? 
Up, up, Jrtois ! the ground itfelf is arm'd 
WAi^ fire-containing mnt ; command our bows 
To hurl away their pretty-colour'd yewy 
And to't with flones : Away, Artoisy away ; 
My foul doth prophefy we win the day. {Exeunt. 
Alarums^ and Parties Jkirmtjhing, 
Enter JGn^ J OH fi. 

JoH. Our multitudes are m themfelves confounded, 
Difmayed, and diHraught ; iwift-ftarting fear 
Hath buz'd a cold difmay through all our army» 
And every petty difadvantage prompts 
The fear-possefled abjed foul to fly : 
Myfelf, whose fpirit is fteel to their dull lead, 
(What with recalling of the prophefy. 
And that our native flones from Englijb arms 
Rebel againil us) find myfelf attainted 
With ftrong furprize of weak and yielding; fear. 
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Enter Chakles, 
' ChjI. Fly, father, fly ! the French do kill the French ; 
' Some, that would lland, let drive at fome that fly : 
Our drums ftrike nothing but difcouragemcnt. 
Our trumpets (bund diflionour and retire ; 
The ipirit of fear, that feareth nought but death. 
Cowardly works confusion on itfelf. 

Enter Philip. [fliame! 

Phi. Pluck out your eyes, and fee not this day's 
An arm- hath beat an army ; one poor Da<viJ 
Hadi with a ftone foil'd twenty ftout Goliahs : 
Some twenty naked flarvelings, with fmall flints. 
Have driven back a puiflant hoft of men, 
Array*d and fenc'd in all accomplements. 

JoH. MordieUf they quoit at us, and kill us up ; 
Nolefs than forty thousand wicked elders 
Have forty lean flaves this day fton'd to death. 

Cha. Q, that I were fome other countryman ! 
This day hath fet derision on the French ; 
And all the world will blurt and fcorn at us. 

Joe, Whaf, is there no hope left ? 

Phi, No hope, but death, to bury up our fliame. 

JoH, Make up once more with me ; the twentieth 
Of those that live, are men enough to quail [part 
The feeble handful on the adverfe part. 

Cha, Then charge again : if heaven be notoppos'd. 
We cannot lofe the day. 

JoH, On, on 5 away. [Exeunt. 

Alarums y &c. Enter A u d L E Y , m)ounded, 
and fwo Efquires, his Refcuers. 
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1 . E, How fares my lord ? 
jiuD . E'en as a man may do. 

That dines at fuch a bloody feafl as this. 

2. J?. I hope, my lord, that is no mortal (car. 
JuD.'No matter, if it be ; the count is caft. 

And, in the worll, ends but a mortal man. 
Good friends, convey me to the princely Edward, 
That, in the crimson bravery of my blood, 
I mav become him with fainting him ; 
1*11 (mile, and tell him, that this open fear 
Doth end the harvefl of his Judky's war. [ExiUHt. 
Other Alarums ; afiertvards, a Retreat. 

SCENE VU. The fame. TheEngMiCamf. 

Flourijh. Enter Prince Edward, in Triumph^ 

leading Prisoners^ King John, and his Son Charles ; 

and Offlcersy Soldiers, &c. ivith Enjigns fpred. 

Pri, NoWfJohn in France, 2nd latelyjohn of France, 
Thy bloody enfigns are my captive colours ; 
And you, high-vaunting Charles of Narmandj^, 
That once to-day fent me a horfe to fly. 
Are now the fubjeds of my clemency. 
Fie, lords ! is't not a ihame, that EngHJb boys. 
Whose early days are yet not worth a beard. 
Should in the bosom of your kingdom thus. 
One againfl twenty, beat you up together ? 

Jou, Thy fortune, not thy force,hath conquer'd os. 

Pri. An argument, that heaven aids the right. — i 
Enter Artois, luith Philip. 
See, fee, Jrtois doth bring along with hinu 
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The late good counfel -giver to my foul ! — 
Welcome, Artois ; — and welcome. Philips too : 
Who now, of you, or I, have need to pray ? 
Now is the proverb verifyd in you. 
Too bright a morning breeds a louring day. — 

Enter Au d l e y , led by the tnuo E/quires. 
But, fay, what grim difcouragement comes here ! 
Alas, what thousand armed men of France 
Have writ that note of death in Audkfs face ? — 
5peak, thou that woo'ft death with thy carelefs fmile. 
And look'ft fo merrily upon thy grave 
As if thou wert enamoured on thy end. 
What hungry fword hath fo bereav'd thy face. 
And lop'd a true friend from my loving foul ? 

AuD, O prince, thy fweet bemoaning fpeech to me 
Is as a mournful knell to one dead-fick. 

Pn. 'DtdLrAudleyj if my tongue ring out thy end. 
My arms "j" fhall be thy grave : What may I do. 
To win thy life, or to revenge thy death ? 
If thou wilt drink the blood of captive kings,— 
Or, that it were reftorative, command 
A health of king's blood, and I'll drink to thee : 
If honour may <fifpenfe for thee with death. 
The never-dying honour of this day 
Share wholy, Audky^ to thyfelf, and live. 

-<^iri>. Vidorious prince,— that thou art fo, behold 
A Casar^s fame in kings' captivity,— 
If I could hold dim death but at a bay, 
'Till I did fee my liege thy royal father. 
My foul fhould yield this caftle of my flelh, 

*» A Heath *» thy loyall 
L4 
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This mangl'd tribate, with all willinmefi. 
To darknefs' confummation, duft, and wonns. 

Pri. Cheerly, bold man ! thy foul is sdl tdo proiidy 
To yield, her city, for one little breach. 
Should be divorced from her earthly fponse 
By the fbft temper of a Frenchman*^ iword : 
Lo, to repair thy life, I give to diee 
Three thousand marks a year in EngUJh land. 

AuD. I take thy gift, to pay the debts I owe : 
These two poor Yquires redeemed me from the French^ 
With lufty and dear hazard of their lives ; 
What thou haft given to me, I give to them ; 
And, as thou lov'ft me, prince, lay thy confent 
To this bequeath in my laft teftament^ 

Pri. Renowned Audhy^ live, and have from me 
This gift twice doubl'd, to these 'fquires, and thee: 
But, five, or die, what thou haft riven away. 

To these, and theirs, fhall lafting freedom ftay. 

Come, gentlemen, I'll fee my friend beftow'd 
Within an easy litter ; then we'll march 
Proudly toward Calais^ with triumphant pace. 
Unto my royal father. And there bring 
The tribute of my wars, fair Francis king. 

Acrv. 

SCENE, Picardy. TJ^e En^Mi Camf l^efore CahoM. 
Enter Edward, w/>>& Phuippa his ^ueen^ and 

Derby; Officers 9 Soldiers ^ &c. 
jEdif.No more, queen Philippe ^ pacify yourfelf 5 

» 3 France his king. 
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Copland^ except he can excuse his fault. 
Shall find dilpleasure written in our looks. ^ 
And now onto this proud residing town : 
Soldiers, ailault ; I will no longer ilay. 
To be deluded by their falfe delays ; 
Put all to fword, and make the fpoil your own. 
Trumpets found to Arms. 
Enter, from the Totvfiy fix Citizens, 
in their Shirts j and Bare-footed^ 
. *with Halters ahout their Necks, 
Cit. Mercy, king £dward/ mercy, gracious lord ! 
EDfT, Contemptuous villains ! call ye now for truce? 
Mine cars are ftopt againft your bootlefs cries : — 
Sound, drums; [Jlarum] draw, threatening fwords ! 

1 . C Ah, noble prince. 

Take pity on this town, and hear us, mighty king ! 
We claim the promise that your highnefs made ; 
The two days' refpit is not yet expir*d. 
And we are Qome, with willingnefs, to bear 
What torturing death, or punilhment, you please. 
So that the trembling multitude be fav'd. 

EDfT. My promise ? well, I do confefs as much r 
But I require the chiefeft citizens, ' 

And men of moft account, that fhodd fabmit 5 
You, peradventure, are but fervile grooms. 
Or fome felonious robbers on the fea. 
Whom, apprehended, law would execute. 
Albeit feverity lay dead in us : 
No, no, ye cannot over-reach us thus. 

2. C. . The fun, dread lord, that in the weftern fall 
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Beholds us now low brought through misery^ 
Did in the orient purple of the mom 
Salute our comine forth, when we were known; 
Or may our portion be with damned friends. 

EDff^. If it be fo, then let our covenant ftand. 
We take posseffion of the town in peace : 
But, for yourfelves, look you for no remorfe ; 
But, as imperial juflice hath decreed, 
Your bodies Ihall be drag'd about these walls. 
And after feel the ftroke of quartering fteel : 
This is your doom ; — Go, foldiers, fee it done. 

^ue. Ah, be more mild unto these yielding men! 
It is a glorious thing, to 'flablifh peace ; 
And kings approach the neareft unto God, 
By giving life and iafety unto men : 
As thou mtcndeft to be king of France, 
So let her people live to call thee king ; 
For what the fword cuts down, or fire hath (poilM, 
Is held in reputation none of ours. 

Ej)ff^. Although experience teach us this is true. 
That peaceful quietnefs brings moft delight 
When mod of all abufes are controuPd, 
Yet, infomuch it (hall be known, that we 
As well can mafter our afFedtions, 
As conquer other by the dint of fword, 
PhiUppey prevail ; we yield to thy rcqueft ; 
These men Ihall live to boaft of clemency,— 
And, tyranny, ftrike terror to thyfelf. 

Cit. Long live your highnefs! happy be your reiga! 

Edh^. Go> get you hence, return unto the town; 



Edward III. 87 

And if this kindnefs liath deserv'd your love» 
Learn then to reverence Ednuard as your king. _ 

[Exeunt Citizens. 
Now, might we hear of our affaire abroad. 
We would, 'till gloomy winter were o'er-4>cnt, 
Difpose our men in garrifon a while. 
But who comes here ? 

Enter Copland, and King David. 

2)£ Jt . Cfiflandj my lord, and Danjtd king of Scotr. 

EDfT. Is this the proud presumptuous '(quire o'the 
That would not yield his prisoner to my queen? [north. 

Cop, 1 am, my liege, a northern 'fquire, indeed. 
But neither proud nor infolent, I truft. 

€ia». What mov'd thee dien, to be (b obfUnate 
To contradid our royal queen's desire ? 

Cop, No wilful difobedience, mighty lord. 
But my desert, and publick law of arms : 
I took the king myfelf in fingle fight ; 
And, like a foTdier, would be loth to lose 
The leaft preheminence that I had won : 
And Copland, flraight, upon your highnefs' charge. 
Is come to France, and, with a lowly mind. 
Doth vail the bonnet of his vidlory. 
Receive, dread lord, the cuftom of my fraught. 
The wealthy tribute of my labouring hands ; 
Which fliould long fince have been lurrender'd up. 
Had but your gracious felf been there in place. 

^e, But,Cof/and, thou didd fcom the king's com- 
Negleding our commiilion in his name. [mand, 

. Cop. Ius name I reverence, but his perfon more ; 
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His name (hall keep me in allegiance ilillr 
But to his peribn I will bend my knee. 

EDff'.l pray thee, Philippe, let difpleasure pais ;, 
This man doth please me, and I like his words* :: 
For what is he, that will attempt high deeds. 
And lose the glory that enfues the &me ? 
All rivers have recourfe unto the fea; 
And Ci^Ami/'s faith, relation to his king.^ 
Kneel therefore down; now rise,kinei?</au/ir/s knight: 
And, to maintain thy ftate, I freely give 
Fhre hundred marks a. year to thee and thine. — 

Etaer Salisbury. 
Welcome, lord Salisbury : What news from Bretagnef 

Sal. This, mighty king : The country we have 
And John de Montfwt^ regent of that place, [won ; 
Presents your highnefs with this =|= coronet, 
Protefting true allegiance to your grace. 

^/)Ji^. We thank thee for thy fervice, valiant earls 
Challenge our favour, for we owe it thee. 

Sal . But now, my lord, as this is joyful news. 
So muil my voice be tragical again. 
And I muft iing of doleful accidents. 

Edw. What,have our men the overthrow at Poitiers? 
Or is my fon befet with too much odds ? 

Sal . He was, my lord : and as my worthlefs ielf» 
With forty other ferviceable knights. 
Under fafe-condud of the dauphin*s feal 
Did travel that way, finding him diftreft, 
A tropp of lances met us on the way, 
Surpris'd, and brought us prisoners to the king; 

' 5 And Charles de Mountford 
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■■ ^ 

Who, proud of this, and eager of revenge. 

Commanded ftraight to cut off all our head^ : 

And furely we had d/d, but that the duke. 

More full of honour than his angry fire, 

Procur'd our quick deliverance from thence : 

But, ere we went. Salute your king^ quoth he. 

Bid him provide a funeral for bisjon^ 

^O'day our ffword pall cut his thread of lifi ; 

And^ fooner than he thinks ^ lue'll he nvitb 'htm. 

To quittance those difpleasures he hath dont: 

This faid, we pafT'd, not daring to reply ; < 

Our hearts were dead, our looks diffused and win; 

Wandering, at laft we climb'd unto a hill ; 

From whence, although our grief were mtich before. 

Yet now to fee the occasion with our eyes 

Did thrice fo much encreaie our heavinefs^ 

For there, my lord, o, there we did defcry 

Down in a valley how both armies lay. 

The French had caft their trenches like a ring; 

And every barricado's open front 

Was thick imboft with brazen ordinance : 

Here flood a battle of ten thousand horfe ; 

There twice as many pikes, in quadrant wise ; 

Here crofs-bows, arm'd Jtuitlt) deadly -wounding darts: 

And in the mid^, like to a ilender poim; 

Within the compafs of the horizon, — 

As 'twere a rising bubble in the fea, 

A hazel-wand amidft a wood of pines,— 

Or as a bear fad chained unto a ftake. 

Stood famous Ed^ardy ftill expeding when 

* 4 bowes and deadly 
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Those dogs of frunce would faften on his flefh* 
Anon, the death-procuring knell begins : 
Off* go the cannons, that, with trenibling noise. 
Did (hake the very mountain where they ftood ; 
Then found the trumpets' clangors in the air, 
The battles join : and, when we could no more 
Discern the difference *twixt the Mend and foe, 
(So intricate the dark confusion was) 
Away we tum'd our watry eyes, with fighs 
As black as powder fuming into fmoke. 
And thus, I fear, unhappy have I told 
The moil untimely tale of EdwarJ^s fall. 

^ue. Ah me ! is this my welcome into France ? 
Is this the comfort, that I look'd to have. 
When I fhould meet with my beloved fon ? 
Sweet Nedy I would, thy mother in the fea 
Had been prevented of this mortal grief ! 

Edw, Content xhteyPbtlippe\ 'tis not tears, will fcrve 
To call him back, if he be taken hence : 
Comfort thyfelf, as I do, gentle queen. 
With hope of fharp, unheard of, dire revenge. -* 
He bids me to provide his funeral ; 
And fo I will : but all the peers in France 
Shall mourners be, and weep out bloody tears. 
Until their empty veins be dry and fere : 
The pillars of his herfe fhall be his bones ; 
The mould that covers him, their city' afhes ; 
His knell, the groaning cries of dying men ; 
And, in the ile^ of tapers on his tomb. 
An hundred fifty towers fhall burning blaze, 

5 clangor 
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While we bewail our valiant fon's deceafe* 
Fhmtijh of trumpets mjttbin. 
Enter a Herald. 

Her, Rejoice, my lord, afcend the imperial throne! 
The mighty and redoubted prince of Wales^ 
Great (ervitor to bloody Mars in arms, 
The Frenchman's terror, and his country^s fame. 
Triumphant rideth like^a Roman peer : 
And, lowly at his ftirrop, comes afoot 
King John of France^ together with his fbn. 
In captive bonds ; whose diadem he brings. 
To crown thee with, and to proclaim thee king. 

Edw, Away with mourning, Fhilippe^ wipe thine 
Sound, trumpets, welcome in Plantagenet ! [eyes ; — . 

A loud Flour ijb. Enter Prince, Audley, Artois, 
ijuith King John, and Philip. 
As things, long loft, when they are found again. 
So doth my fon rejoice his father's heart. 
For whom, even now, my foul was much perplex'd ! 
[running to the Prince, and embracing him* 

^e. Be this a token to exprefs my joy, [Hffing him. 
For inward pafiions will not let me ^eak. 

Pri. My gracious father, here receive the gift, 
[presenting him *with King JohnV Crown* 
This wreath of conqueft, and reward of war. 
Got with as mickle peril of our lives. 
As e'er was thing of price before this day ; 
Inftall your highnefs in your proper right : 
And, herewithal, I render to your hands 
These "f prisoners, chief occasion of our flrife. 
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EDff^, Sojjolm ofFrance^ I fee, yoa keep your word; 
You promis'd to be fooner with ourfelt 
Than we did think for, and 'tis fo indeed : 
But, had yoa done at firft as now yon do. 
How many civil towns had ftood untonch'd. 
That now are tom'd to ragged heaps of ftones ? - 
How many people's lives might you have fav'd* 
That are untimely funk into their graves ? 

JoH. Ednjuardy recount not things irrevocable ; 
Tell me what ranfbm thou requir'ft to have I 

Edh>'. Thy ranfom,^0^xr, hereafter ihall be known : 
But firft to England thou muft cro(s the feas. 
To fee what entertainment it affords ; 
Howe'er it falls, it cannot be fo bad 
As ours hath been iince we arriv'd in France. 

JoH. " Accurfed man ! of this I was foretold," 
*' But did mifconfter what the prophet told." 

Prt. Now, father, this petition Edward makes,^ 
To Thee, [kneels] whose grace hath been his ftrongeil 
That, as thy pleasure chose me for the man [fhield. 
To be the inftrument to (hew thy power. 
So thou wilt grant, that many princes more. 
Bred and brought up within that little isle. 
May ftill be famous for like viftories ! _ 
And, for my part, the bloody fears I bear. 
The weary nights that I have watch'd in field. 
The dangerous conflidis I have often had. 
The fearful menaces were proffer'd me. 
The heat, and cold, and what elfe might diiplease, 
I wiih were now redoubl'd twenty fold ; 
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So that hereafter ages, when they read 

The painful trafiick of my tender youth. 

Might thereby be enfiam'd with fuch resolve. 

As not the territories of France alone. 

But likewise Spain, Turiey, and what countries elft 

That juftly would provoke fair England*^ ire. 

Might, at their presence, tremble, and retire ! 

Edh^, Here, IBkn^Jh lords, we do proclaim a reft. 
An interceafing of our painful arms : 
Sheath up your fwords, r«fi:eih your weary limlM, 
Peruse your ipoils ; and, after we have breath'd 
A day or two within this haven town, 
God willing, . then for England we'll be ihip'd ; 
Where, in a happy hour, I truft, we Ihall 
Arrive, three kings, two princes, and a queen. 

\FlouriJh, Exeunt omnesi 
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Prolusions ; 

Part III. 

Nofce teipfuntj 

a Poem* 



To my moft gracious 
dread Sovereign. 



To that clear majefty^ nuhichy in the norths 

doth 9 like another funy in glory rise ^ 
nuhich ftandeth fixty yet fpreads her hea'venly ^worthy 

loadftone to hearts^ and loadjiar to all eyes ; 

Uke heaven in all; like the earth in this alone^ 
thaty though great Jiates by her fupport doftandy 

yet Jhe her/elf fupported is of noney 

hut hy the finger of the Almighty* s hand\ 

to the di'vineft and the richefi mindy 

both hy art's purchafe and by nature^ s doivery 

that ever luas from heaven to earth confin'dy 
to jhevj the uimofi of a creature* s povjer 'y 

to that great fpirit vuhich doth great kingdoms movcy 
the f acred fpring <wbence right and honour fir eamsy 

difHUing virtuCy Jhedding peace and love 
in every place^ as Cynthia y^^^/ her beams i 



/ offer upfimJ^arltUs of that fire 

luherehy ive reason f li*vey and moviy and he ; 
these /parks by nature e*vermore a/pire^ 

fwhich makes them to/o high an bigbnefsjlee : 

Fair fouly'" fince^ to tbefairefi body imt^ 
you gi'vefucb ii*vefy Ufey fuch quickning ponuer, 

fuch/'weet celefiial influence^ to sty 

as keeps itftill in youtb^s immortal flonuer ; 

asy tvbere tbefun is present all the year y 

and never doth retire bis golden ray, 
needs muft thefpring be ever lofting there y 

and every feason Uke the month of mayy^^ 

e, many numy years may you remain 

a happy angel to this happy land! 
long long may you on earth our emprefs reigny 

ere you in heaven a glorious angel ft and ! 
ftay long, fiveet fpirify ere thou to heaven depart y 
nuhich mak^ft each place a hea'ven ^wherein thou art ! 



Her Majefiy*s Uaft and 
utt^worthieft fubjeSiy 

John Davibs* 
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ELECT I. Of human Knowle^e. 

Why did my parents fend me to the fchools, Deure ^ 

that I with knowledge might enrich my mind ; knowk^e 

fincc the desire to know firft made men fools, *^^f^„ 

and did corrupt the root of all mankind ? n^S^ ' ^^ 

for,— when God's hand had written in the hearts 

of the firft parents all the rules of good, 
fb that their dull infusM did pafs all arts 

that ever were, before or fince the flood ; 

and when their reason's eye was fliarp, and clear, 

and, as an eagle can behold the fun, 
could have approach'd the eternal Light as near 

as the intelle6lual angels could have done,— 

even then to them the fpirit of lies fuggefts 
that they were blind, because they law not ill ; 

and breaths into their incorrupted breafts 
a curious wifti, which did corrupt their will : 

for that fame ill they ftraight desir'd to know ; 

which ill, being nought but a defeat of good, 
in all God's works the devil could not (how, 

while man, their lord, in his perfection ftood : 
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(b that themfelves were firft to do the ill, 
ere they thereof the knowledge could attain ; 

like him, that knew not poison's power to kill, 
until, by tailing it, himfelf was flain : 

irii^tigiml even ^^ by tafting of that fruit forbid, 

into the who^e they fought knowledgre, they did error find ; 

wrldy and yi ^^y desir'd to know, and ill they did ; 

— and, to give paiicm €yes, made reason blind : 

theeoMfeptett' for then their minds did firft in paffien fee 
ca o/ewl: those wretched fhapes of misery and woe^ 
of nakednefs, of ihame, of poverty, 

which then their own experience madetjiem know: 

but then grew reason dark, that ihe no more 
could the fair forms of good and truth discern ; 

bats they became, that eagles were before ; 
and this they got by their desire to iearn« 

fTbhenginal But wc, their wretched ofFTpring, what do w€:?r 
error conti- ^Jq jjot we ftiU tafte of the fruit forbid* 
ZrtilsoT w^.^^5' wi^ ^^^^ fruitleis curiofity, 
bumanhmo- ^ books prophane we f^k for knowledge hid I 

ledge : 

vanity of that What is this knowledge, but the fky-ftoln fin^ 
*!^ ' > for which the thief Hill chain'd in ice doth fit ; 
and which the poor rude fatyr did admire, 

and needa would kifs, but burnt his lips- with it ? 



Nofce teipfum. 3 

what is It, but the cloud of empty rain, 

which when yo<ve*s gueft embrac'd, he monfters got? 

or the faife pails, which, oft bein§ filPd with pain, 
receiv'd the water, but retained it not ? 

ihortly, what is it, but the fiery coach, 

which the youth {bught,andfoughthis death withal? 

or the boy's wings, wliich, when he did approach 
the fun's hot oeams, did melt, and kt him fall ? 

And yet, alas,*" when all our lamps are bum'd, difficulty of 
our bodies wafted, and our fpirits (pent ; attainit^ to 

when we have all the learned volumes tum'd, "• 

which yield men's wits both help and Ornament,"" 

what can we know, or what can we discern, 
when error chokes the windows of the mind ? 

the diverse forms of things how can we learn, 
that have been ever from our birth-day blind ? 

when reason's lamp — which, like the fun in Iky, 
throughout man's little world her beams did {jpread** 

is now become a fparkle, which doth lie 
under the aflies, half extind and dead ; 

how can we hope, that, through the eye, and ear, 

this dying fparkle, in this cloudy plate, 
can recoiled these beams of knowledge clear, 

which were infus'd in the firft minds by grace ? 



N 2 



4 }if(fci teipjum. 

/ 
(b might the heir, whose father hath in play 

waned a thousand pounds of ancient rent, 
by painful earning of one groat a day 

hope to reftore the patrimony fpent : 

the wits, that div'd moft deep, and foar'd moft high, 
feeking man's powers,have found his weaknefs fuch; 
' Skill comes fo flow, and life fo fail doth fly ; 
we learn fo little, and forget fo much : 

for this, the wiseft of all moral men 

faid, He knew nought but that he nought did know; 

and the great mocking mailer mock'd not then, 
when he faid, Truth was bury'd deep below. 

Thai man it For how may we to others* things attain, 
fir the mofl when none of us his own foul underflands ? 
fartdefeame f^^ which the devil mocks our curious brain, 
'^^ff^M^" when. Know thyfelf, his oracle commands : 

•fbimfelf: for why fhould wc the busy foul believe, 

when boldly fhe concludes of that, and this, 
when of herfelf fhe can no judgment give, 

nor how, nor whence, nor where, nor what fhe is ? 

all things without, which round about we fee, 
we feek to know, and have therewith to do ; 

but that — whereby we reason, live, and be,— 
within ourfelves, we flrangers are thereto : 
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we feek to know the moving of each fbhere, 

and the flrange cause of the ebbs and floods of iW/r; 

but of that clock, which in our breaAs we bear, 
the fubtle motions we forget the while : 

we, that acquaint ourfelves with every zone, 
and pafs both tropicks, and behold both poles, 

when we come home, are to ourfelves unknowo, 
and unacquainted itill with our own fools : 

we ftudy fpeech, but others we perfuade; 

we leech-craft learn, but others cure with it ; 
we interpret laws which other men have made, 

but read not those which in our hearts are writ. 

Is it because the mind is like the eye, ^ty bt hfi 

(through which it gathers knowledge by degrees) defiffiv* : 

whose rays refled not, but fpread outwardly ; 
not feeing itfelf, when other things it fees ? 

No, doubtlefs ; for the mind can backward caft> 

upon herfelf, her underftanding light; 
but fhe is fo corrupt, and fb defac'd, 

as her own image doth herfelf affright : 

as is the fable of that lady fair 

which, for her lull, was tum'd into a cow ; 
when, thirfty, to a ilream fhe did repair, 

and faw herfelf tranfForm'd fhe wift not how. 
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at firft fhie ihutles, then ihe ftands amaz'd, 
at laft with terror fhe ^m thence -doth fly> 

and loaths the watry glafs wherein fhe gaz'd, 
and fhuns it Hill, mough fhe for thirft do die : 

even fb man's foul,-^ which did God*s image bear, 
and was, at firil, fair good, and fpodefs pure,— * 

iince with her fins her beauties blotted were, 
doth, of all fights, her own fight leafl endure ; 

for, even at firft refledion, fhe efpies 

fuch ftrange chimasras, and fuch monfters, there, 

fuch toys, fuch anticks, and fuch vanities, 
as fhe retires, and fhrinks, for fhame, and fear; 

and as the man loves leafl at home to be, 

that hath a fluttifh houfe haunted with fpritet, 

fo fhe, impatient her own faults to fee, 

turns from herfelf, and in flrange things delists : 

for this, few know themfelves ; for merchants broke 
view their eflate with difcontent, and pain ; 

and fcas are troubPd, when they do revoke 
their flowing waves into themfelves again : 

Whence tteo^ And while the fece of outw^d things we find 
l^^h that Ibis pleasing, and fair, agreable, and fweet, 

tended to : "lat With herfelf herfelf can never meet : 
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yet, if affli£tion once her wars begin, 

and threat the feeble fenfe with Iword and fire, 

the mind contradls herfelf,- and fhrinketh in, 
and to herfelf fhe gladly doth retire; 

as fpiders, touch'd^ feek their webs' inmoil part; 

as bees, in florms, unto their hives return ; 
as blood, in danger, gathers to the heart; 

as men feek towns, when foes the country bum. 

If ought can teach us ought, afHi6tion's looks, 

making us look into ourfelves fo near, 
teach us to know ourfelves, beyond all books, 

or all the learned fchools that ever were : 

This miflrefs lately pluck'd me by the ear, v)hy new 

and many a golden leflbn hath me taught, ^l^^^Lt^^ 

hath made my Snfes quick, and reason clear, g "^S 
refonnM my will, and reftify'd my thought ; ^} *« 

fb do the winds, and thimders, cleanfe the air ; 

fo working feas fettle and purge the wine ; 
fb lopt and pruned trees do ilourifh fair ; 

fo doth the fire the droffy gold refine : 

neither Minerva^ nor the learned muse, 

nor rules of art, nor precepts of the wise, 
could in my brain those beams of fkill infuse 

as but the glance of this dame's angry eye& : 
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fhe within lifts my ranging mind hath brought, 
that now beyond myfelf I lift not go ; 

myfelf am center of my circling thought ; 
only myfelf I itudy, learn, and know : 

bh fnfi I know, my body's of fo frail a kind 
tharein. as foTCc without, fevers within, can kill ; 

I know the heavenly nature of my mind, 
but 'tis corrupted both in wit and will ; 

I know, my foul hath power to know all things, 
yet is fhe blind and ignorant in all ; 

I know, I am one of nature's little kines, 
yet to the leaft and yileft things am thiall ; 

I I know, my life's a pain, and but a fpan ; 

I I know, my fenfe is mock'd with every thing ; 

I and, to conclude, I know myfelf a man, 

i which is a proud and yet a wRtched thing. 




ELEGT 11. Of the Soul of Man, and 
the Immortality thereof 

The lights of heaven, which are the world's fair eyes, Jtanduaiw 
look down into the world, the world to fee ; '^^ the foul 

and, as they turn, or wander in the (kies, hatbafower 

furvey all things that on this center be : S- f JT* 

and yet the lights which in my tower do fhine, 
mine eyes, which view all objedb, nigh, and far, 

look not into this little world of mine, 
nor fee my hce, wherein they fixed are. 

Since nature fails us in no needful thing, 

why want I means mine inward felf to fee ? 
which light the knowledge of myfelf might bring, 

which to true wisdom is the fiirft degree. 

That Power, which gave me eyes the world to view, 

to view myfelf infus'd an inward light ; 
whereby my foul, as by a mirror true, 

of her own form may take a perfed fight. 
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But, as the fharpeft eye discerneth nought, 

except the fun-beams in the air do Ihine ; that power 

fo the teft foul with her refleaing thought. Z^j^ft- 

feci not herfelf, without fome light divme. ancet 
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Invocation to O Light, which mak'ft the light, which makes the day, 
tbeDivinity, which fet'ft the eye without, and mind within, 
aSanc/^^ lighten my fpirit with one clear heavenly ray, 
ajpjtance , which now to view itfelf doth firft begin ! 

reasons why For her trufc form how can my fpark discern,— 
// is want' which, dim by nature, art did never dear,— 
'^"■/^'^ when the great wits, of whom all fldll we learn, 
w/>/Xw "® ignorant both what (he is, and where ? 

err*dinjudg- 

went of the One thinks, the foul is air ; another, fire ; 
/w/5 both in another, blood diffus'd about the heart ; 
tubat it is, another faith. The elements confpire, 
*f*d and to her eilence each doth give a part ; 

musicians think, our fouls are harmonies ; 

physicians hold, that they complexions be ; 
epicures make them fwarms of atomies, 

which do by chance into our bodies flee ; 

ibme think, one general foul fills every brain» 
as the bright fun fhcds light in every ftar ; 

and others think, the name of ibul is vain, 
and that we only well-mix'd bodies are : 

jvberefem^i in judgment of her fubftance thus they vaiy ; 
and thus they vary in judgment of her leat : 
for fome her choir up to the brain do carry ; 
fome thruft it down into the ftomack's heat ; 
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fomc place it in the root of life, the heart ; ^ 

fome in the liver, fountain of the veins ; 
fome i&y. She is all in all, and all in part ; 

fome fay. She is not contain'd, but all contains: 

Thus these great clerks their little wisdom fhow, 
while with their dodrines they at hazard play, 

tofling their light opinions to and fro, 

to mock the lewd, as leam'd in this as they : 

for no craz'd brain could ever yet propound, \ 

touching; the foul, fo vain and f<md a thought, ' 

but fome among these mailers have been found, 
which in their fchools the felf-iame thing have taught: 

God, only wise, to punifh pride of wit, wbytbeydid 

among men's wits hath this confusion wrought; Jo err t 

as the proud tower, whose points the clouds did hit, 
by tongues' confusion was to ruin brought. 

But Thou,-^ which did'ft man's foul of nothing make; feeond inw- 
and» when to nothing it was i^'n aeain, cation, 

to make it new, the form of man did'ft take, 
and, God with God, becam'ft a man with men,— 

thou,— that haft faihion'd twice this foul of ours, h 

fo that (he is by double title thine,— 
thou only know'ft her nature, and her powers, 

her fhbde form thou only can'ft define : 
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to judge herfelf, (he mull herfelf tranfcend, 

as greater circles comprehend the left ; 
but fhe wants power her own powers to extend* 
• as fettered men cannot their ftrength exprefs. 

But Thou,— bright morning ftar; thou rising fun, 
which, in these later times, haft brought to light 

those myfteries, that, (ince the world begun, 
lay hid in darknefs and eternal night,— 

\ thou, like the fun, doft with indifferent ray 
1 into the palace and the cottage fhine ; 

and fhew'ft the foul, both to the clerk and lay, 
by the clear lamp of thy oracle divine : 

This lamp through all the regions of my brain, 
where my foul %ts, doth (pread fuch beams of grace, 

as now, methinks, I do diftinguilh plain 
each fnbtle line of her immortal fece. 

Ordtr of the The ioul a fubftance, and a fpirit, is, 
vbde wcrk, which God himfelf doth in the body make, 
which makes the man ; for every man from this 
the nature of a man, and name, doth take : 

and though this ijpirit be to the body knit, 
as an apt mean her powers to exercise,"" 

which are, life, motion, fenfe, and will, and wit»— 
yet (he furvives, although the body dies. 
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She is a fubflance, and a real thing,— That the foul 

which hath itfelf an aftual working might ; nafuhftance, 

which neither from the fenfe's power doth fpring; . S/^'Y^. 
nor from the body's humours tempered right. fi/ff 

She is a vine, which doth no propping need, - affing hy it's 
to make her fpread herfelf, or 4>^g upright ; ownpowersi 

fhe is a ilar, whose beams do not proceed 
from any fun, but from a native light : 

for when fhe forts things present with things pafl, 
and, thereby, things to come doth oft forefee; 

when fhe doth doubt at firil, and choose at iafl ; 
these adls her own, without the body, be : 

when of the dew, which the eye suid ear do take 
from flowers abroad, and bring into the brain, 

fhe doth within both wax and honey make ; 
this work is hers, this is her proper pain : 

when fhe from fundry ads one fkill doth draw, 
gathering from diverse fights one art of war, 

from many cafes like one rule of law ; 
these her coUedUons, not the fenfe's, are : 

when in the efFeds fhe doth the causes know, [rise,. 

and, feeing the flream, thinks where the fpring doth 
and, feeing the branch, conceives the root below ; 

these things ihe views without the body's eyes : 
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when (he without a Pegafus doth fly, 

fwifter than lightning's fire, from eaft to wcil, 

about the center, and above die fky ; 
fhe travels then, although the body reft : 

when all her works fhe fbrmeth firft within, 
proportions them, and fees their perfed end, 

ere fhe in a£l doth any part begin, 

what infbnments doth then the body lend ? 

when without hands fhe thus doth cafUes build, 
fees without eyes, and without feet doth run ; 

when fhe digefts the world, yet is not fill'd ; 
by her own power these miracles are done : 

when fhe defines, ar^es, divides, com^unds, 
confiders virtue, vice, and general things, 

and, marrying diverse principles and grounds, 
out of their match a true conclusion brings ; 

these actions in her closet all alone, 
retir'd within herfelf, fhe doth fulfill ; 

ufe of her body's organs fhe hath none, 

when fhe doth use the powers of wit and will: 

Yet in the body's prison fb fhe lies, 

as through the body's windows fhe muft look, 

her diverse powers of fenfe to exercise 

by gathering notes out of the world's great book ; 
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nor can herfelf diftourfe, or judge, of oughty 
but what the ienfe colleds, and home doth bring; 

and yet the power of her difcourfmg thought 
from these collediions is a diverie thing : 

for though our eyes can nought but colours fee, 
yet colours give them not their power of iight ; 

{Oj though these fruits of ienfe her objeds be, 
yet ihe discerns them by her proper light : 

the workman on his fluff his fkill doth fhow, 
and yet the fluff gives not the man his fkill ; 

kings dieir affairs do by their fervants know, 
but order them by their own royal will ; 

fb, though this cunning mifb-efs, and this queen^ 
doth» as her inflruments, the fenfes use 

to know all things that are felt, heard, or feen, 
yet fhe herfelf doth only judge, and choose : 

even as our great wise Emprefs, that now reigns 
by fbvereign title over fundry lands, 

borrows in mean affairs her fubjedb' pains, 

fees by their eyes, and writeth by their hands; 

but things of weight and confequence indeed 
herfelf doth in her chamber them debate, 

where all her counfellors fhe doth exceed 
as £ur in judgqient as flie doth in ffate : 
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OT^ as the man, whom (he doth now advance 
upon her gracious mercy-feat to fit, 

doth common things of courfe and drcumftance 
to the reports of common men commit ; 

but, when the cause itfelf muft be decreed, 
himfelf, in perfon, in his proper court, 

to grave and folemn hearing doth proceed 
of every proof, and every by-report ; 

then, like God's angel, he pronounceth right, 
and milk and honey from his tongue do flow ; 

happy are they that iHll are in his nght, 
to reap the wisdom which his lips do fow : 

right {oy the foul,— which is a lady free, 
and doth the juftice of her ftate maintain,— 

because the ienfes ready fervants be, 

attending nigh about her court, the brain, 

by them the forms of outward things fhe learns; 

for they return into the fantafy 
whatever each of them abroad discerns, 

and there enroll it for the mind to fee ; 

but, when (he fits to judge the good and ill, 
and to discern betwixt the falfe and true, 

fhe is not guided by the fenfe's (kill, 

but doth each thing in her own mirror view ; 
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then flic the fenfes checks, which oft do err, 

and even againft their falfe reports decrees ; 
and oft flie doth condemn what they preferr ; 

for with a power above the icnfe ftie fees : 

therefore no fenfe the precious joys conceives, 

which in her private contemplations be ; 
for then the ravifh'd fpirit the fenfes leaves, 

hath her own powers, and proper adions, free : 

her harmonies are (weet, and full of ikill, 

when on the body's inftrument fhe plays ; 
but the proportions of the wit and will, 

those fweet accords, are even the angels' lays : 

these tunes of reason are Am^hionh lyre, 

wherewith he did the Theban dty found ; 
these are the notes wherewith the heavenly quire 

the praise of him, which fpreads the heaven, doth 

[found : 
Then her felf-being nature fliines in this, 

that flie performs her nobleil works alone : 
the work the touch-ftone of the nature is ; 

and by their operations things are known. 

Are they not fenfelefs then, that think the foul n^tffringing 

nought but a fine perfedlion of the fenfe ; fromthefenfet 

or, of the forms which fancy doth enroll, 
a quick resulting, and a confequence ? 
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What is it then, that doth the fcnfc accnse 
both of falfe judgments and fond appetites ; 

which makes us do what fenfe doth moft refuse ; 
which oft in torment of the fenfe delights ? 

fenfe thinks the planets' fpheres not much afunder; 

What tells us then, their diilance is fo far ? 
fenfe thinks the lightning born before the thunder; 

What tells us then, they both together are ? 

when men feem crows far off upon a tower, [men? 

fenfe faith,they're crows; What makes us think them 

-~^ when we in agues think all fweet things four, [then? 

what makes us know our tongue's falfe judgment 

what power was that, whereby Medea faw, 

and well approv'd, and prais'd, the better courfe, 

when her rebellious fenfe did fo withdraw 
her feeble powers, as fhe purfu'd the worfe ? 

did fenfe perfuade Uhffes not to hear 
'/ . the mermaids' fongs, which fo his men did please, 

as they were all perfuaded, through the ear, 
to quit the fhip, and leap into the feas ? 

could any power of fenfe the Roman move 

to bum his own right hand, with courage ftout ? 

could fenfe make Marius fit unbound, and prove 
the cruel lancing of the knotty gout ? 
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doubtlefsy in man there is a nature found, 

befide the fenfes, and above them far ; 
though, moft men being in fenfual pleasures drown'd, 

it ieems, their fouls but in the fenfes are : 

if we had nought but fenfe, then only they [found; 

ihould have found minds, which have their fonfes 
but wisdom grows, when fenfes do decay ; 

and folly moft in quickefl fenfe is found : 

if we had nought but fenfe, each living wight, 
which we call, brute, would be more fharp than we, 

as having fenfe's apprehenfive might 
in a more clear and excellent degree ; 

but they do want that quick difcourfing power, 
which doth, in us, the erring fenfe correft; 

therefore, the bee did fuck the painted flower, j^ 

and birds of grapes the cunning Ihadow peckt : •' ■' 

fenfo outfides knows, the foul through all things fees ; 

fenfe circumflance, fhe doth the fubftance view ; 
fenfe fees the bark, but ihe the life of trees ; 

fenfe hears the founds, but fhe the concords true : 

but why do I the foul and fenfe divide, 

when fenfe is but a power which fhe extends, 

which, being in diverse parts diverfify'd, 
the diverse forms of objedls apprehends ? 
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this power fpreads outward, but the root doth grow 
in the inward foul, which only doth perceive ; 

for the eyes, and ears, no more their objedls know, 
than glaifes know what faces they receive ; 

for, if we chance to fix our thoughts elfewhere, 
although our eyes be ope, we do not fee ; 

and, if one power did not both fee and hear, 
our fights, and founds, would always double be : 

Then is the foul a nature, which contains 
the power of fenfe within a greater power ; 

which doth employ and use the fenfe's pains, 
but fits and rules within her private bower, 

nor from the If ftie doth then the fubtle fenfe excell, 

bumoun of how grofs are they, that drown her in the blood, 

tbt body : ^^ j^ ^^ body's humours temper'd well ; 

as if in them fuch high perfeftion flood ? 

as if moft (kill in that musician were, 

which had the beft, and beft tun'd, inftrument; 

as if the pencil neat, and colours clear, 
had power to make the painter excellent. 

Why doth not beauty then refine the wit, 
and good complexion redify the will ? 

why doth not hedth bring wisdom ftill with it ? 
why doth not ficknefs make men brutiih flill ? 
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who can in memory, or wit, or will, 
or air, or fire, or earth, or water find ; 

what alchymift can draw, with all his ikill, 
the quinteflence of these out of the mind ? 

if the elements — which have nor life, nor fenie"^ 
can breed in us fo great a power as this, 

why give they not themfelves like excellence, 
or other tilings wherein their mixture is ? 

if Ihe were but the body's quality, 

then would fhe be, with it, fick, maim'd, and blind ; 
but we perceive, where these privations be, 

a healthy, perfedl, and fharp-fighted mind : 

if (he the body's nature did partake, 

her ftrength would with the body's ftrength decay; 
but when the body's ftrongeft finews flake, 

then is the foul moft adUve, quick, and gay: 

if flic were but the body's accident, 

and her fole being did in it fubidil, 
as white in fhow, flie might herfelf abfent, 

and in the body's fubftance not be mift ; 

but it on her, not flie on it depends ; 

for flie the body doth fuftain, and cherifti ; 
fuch fecret powers of life to it flie lends, 

that, when they fail, then doth the bpdy p^rifli : 



03 



22 Ntfce ttip/um. 

Siiicc then the foul works by herielf alone,— 
fprings not from fenfe,— nor humours well agree- 

her nature is peculiar, and her own ; [i^g?"^ 

(he is a fubftance, and a perfed being. 

that it is a But, though this fubfhmce be the root of fenfe, 
Jpiritualjuh' fenfe knows her not, which doth but bodies know; 
fiancty and fjjg jg ^ fpirit, and a heavenly influence, 

which from the fountain of God's (pirit doth flow. 

She is a fpirit,— yet not like air, or wind; 

nor like the fpirits about the heart, or brain ; 
nor like those fpirits which alchymifls do find, 

when they in every thing feek gold in vain ; 

for fhe all natures under heaven doth pafs ; [fee, 
being like those fpirits which God's bright &ce do 

or like himfelf, whose image once fhe was, 
though now, alas, fhe fcarce his fhadow be. 

cannei he a Yet of the forms fhe holds the firft dejg^ree, 
^o^'i^ • that are to grofs material bodies kmt ; 

yet Ihe herfelf is bodilefs, and free, 
and, though confin'd, is almoil infinite. 

Were fhe a body, how could fhe remain 
within this body, which is lefs than fhe ? 

or how could fhe the world's great fhape contain, 
and in our narrow breafb contained be ? 
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all bodies are confin'd within fome place; 

but fhe all place within herfelf confines : 
all bodies have their measure, and their fpace ; 

But who can draw the foul's dimenfive lines ? 

no body can at once two forms admit, 

except the one the other do deface ; 
but in the foul ten thousand forms do fit, 

and none intrudes into her neighbour's place : 

all bodies are with other bodies fiU'd ; 

but fhe receives both heaven and earth together ; 
nor are their forms by ralh encounter fpill'd, 

for there they ftand, and neither toucheth either : 

nor can her wide embracements filled be ; 

for they, that moft and ereateft things embrace, 
enlarge thereby their minds' capacity, 

as ftreams enlarg'd enlarge the channel's (pace : 

all things receiv'd do fuch proportion take 
as those things have wherein they are receiv'd ; 

fo little glafTes little faces make, 

and narrow webs on narrow frames be weav'd ; 

Then what vaft body muft we make the mind, t 

wherein are men,beafts,trees,towns,feas,and lands, I 

and yet each thing a proper place doth find, • 

and each thing in the true proportion ilands ? / 
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doubtlefs, this could not be, but that (he tarns . 

bodies to fpirits by fublimation Grange ; 
as fire converts to fire the things it bums, 

as we our meats into our nature change ; 

from their grofs matter ihe abftradts the forms, 
and draws a kind of quintef&nce from things, 

which to her proper nature (he tranfForms, 
to bear them light on her celeftial wings : 

this doth ihe, when from things particular 
ihe doth abih'ad the univerfal kinds, 

which bodilefs and immaterial are, 

and can be lodg'd but only in our minds ; 

and thus firom diverse accidents and ads, 
which do within her observation fall, 

fhe goddeHes and powers divine abf^rads, 
as nature, fortune, and the virtues all : 

agaip,— how can fhe feveral bodies know, 
if in herfelf a body's form Ihe bear ? 

how can a mirror fundry faces fhow, 
if from all fhapes and forms it be not dear ? 

nor could we by our eyes all colours learn, 
except our eyes were of all colours void ; 

nor fundry tails can any tongue discern, 

which is with grofs and bitter humours cloy'd ; 
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nor may a man of pafiions jadge aright, 

except his mind be from all paffions free ; 
nor can a judge his office well acquite, 

if he posseft of either party be : 

if, laftly, this quick power a body were, 

were it as fwift as is the wind, or fire,— 
whose atomies do the one down fide-ways bear, 

and make the other in pyramids afpire,— 

her nimble body yet in time muft move, 

and not in inilants through all places Aide ; 
but fhe is nigh, and far, beneath, ^above, 

in point of time which thought can not divide ; 

Ihe's fent as fbon to China as to Spain^ 

and thence returns as fbon as fhe is fent ; 
fhe measures, with one time, and with one pain, 

an ell of filk, and heaven's wide-fpreading tent : 

As then the foul a fubflance hath alone, 

befides the body, in which fhe is confin'd, 
fb hath fhe not a body of her own, 

but is a fpirit, and immaterial mind. 

Since body and foul have fuch diverfities, is the imme- 

well might we muse how firfl their match began, diatt creation 

but that we learn, that he, that fpread the fkies, °/j9'^ *'** 
and fix'd the earth, firfl form'd the foul in man : fij^ 
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this true Prometheus firft made man of earth, 
and ihed in him a beam of heavenly fire ; 

now, in their mothers* wombs, before their birth, 
doth in all fons of men their fouls infpire ; 

and as Miner<va is in fables faid, 

from Jo^ve^ without a mother, to proceed, 

fo our true Jcnfiy without a mother's aid, 
doth daily millions ofMinervas breed. 

made in time, Then, neither from eternity before, 
**''' nor from the time when time's firft point begun, 

made he all foub ; which now he keeps in ftore, 
fome in the moon, and others in the fun : 

nor in a fecret cloifter doth he keep 

these virgin fpirits, until their marriage day; 

nor locks them up in chambers, where they ueep, 
'till they awake within these beds of clay : 

nor did he firft a certain number make, 
infusing part in beafts, and part in men, 

and, as unwilling farther pains to take, 

would make no more than those he framed then ; 

fo that the widow foul, her body dying, 
unto the next born body marry'd was, 

and fo, by often changing, and fupplying, 

men's fouls to beafts, and beafts' to men did pais ; 
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these thoughts are fond; for, fince the bodies born ^ 
be more in numbei* far than those that die, 

thousands mufl be abortive, and forlorn, 

ere others' deaths to th«n their fouls fupply : 

but as God's handmaid, nature, doth create 
bodies, in time diftinft, and order due, 

fo God gives fouls the like fucceffive date, 
which himfelf makes in bodies formed new : 

which himfelf makes of no material thing ; 

for unto angels he no power hath given 
either to form the fhape, or ftufF to bring 

from air, or fire, or fnbftance of the heaven : 
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nor he, in this, doth natirre's fervice use ; 

for though from bodies Ihe can bodies bring, 
yet could me never fouls from fouls traduce, 

as fire from fire, or light from light doth ijpring. 

Alas, that fome, that were great lights of old, 
and in their hands the lamp of God did bear, 

fome reverend fathers did this error hold, 
having their eyes dim'd with religious fear! 

For when (fay they) by rule of faith we find, 

that every foul, onto her body knit, 
brings from the mother's womb the fin of kind, 

the root of all the ill fhe dodi commit; 
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how can we (ay, that God the ibol doth make, 
but we moft make him author of her fin ? 

then from man's foul Aie doth beginning take, 
fince in man's ibul corruption did begin : 

for, if God make her firft, he makes her ill, 
Which God forbid our thoughts fhould yield unto ! 

or makes the body her fair form to ipill, 
which, of itfelf, it had no power to do : 

not Adan^% body, but his foul did fin, 
and fo herfelf unto corruption brought ; 

but our poor ibul corrupted is within, 
ere ihe hath fin'd, either in adl, or thought : 

and yet we iee in her fuch powers divine, 

as we could gladly think, from God ihe came ; 

fain would we make him author of the wine, 
if for the dregs we could fome other blame. 

anfwer to tb Thus these good mcn with holy zeal were blind, 
tir reasons 3 when on the other part the truth did ihine ; 
whereof we do clear demonibations find, 
by light of nature, and by light divine. 

None are fo grofs as to contend for this, 
that fouls mm bodies may traduced be, 

between whose natures no proportion is, 
when root and branch in nature iHll agree ; 
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but many fubtle wits have juftify'd, 

that fouls from fouls fpiiitually may fpring ; 
which, if the nature of the (bul be try'd, 

willy even in nature, prove as grofs a thing: 

For all things, made, are — either made of nought, drawn Jhm 
or made of ftuiF that ready made doth fhuid ; naturt, 

of nought no creature ever formed ought, 
for that is proper to the Almighty's hand : 

if then the foul another foul do make, 

because her power is kept within a bound, 
ihe mud feme former flufF or matter take ; 

but in the foul there is no matter found : 

then if her heavenly form do not agree 

with any matter which the world contains, 
then (he of nothing mufl created be ; 

and, to create, to God alone pertains : 

Again, if fouls do other fouls beget, 

'tis, by themfelves, or by the body's power : 

if by themfelves. What doth their working let, 
but they might fouls engender every hour ? 

if by the body. How can wit and will 

join with the body only in this aft, 
fince, when they do their other works fulfill, 

they from the body do themfelves a}}^aft? 
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Again, if fouls of fouls begotten were, 

into each other they fhould change and move ; 

and change and motion (till corruption bear ; 
How fhall we then the foul immortal prove ? 

If, laftly, fouls did generation use, 

then fhould they fpread incorruptible feed ; 

What then becomes of that which they. do lose, 
when the ads of generation do not fpeed ? 

and though the foul could caft fpiiitual feed, 
yet would (he not, because fhe never dies ; 

for mortal things desire their like to breed, 
that fo they may their kind immortalize : 

therefore, the angels fons of God are nam'd, 
and marry not, nor are in marriage given, 

their fpirits and ours are of one fubflance fram'd, 
and have one father, even the Lord of heaven ; 

who would, at firft, that, in each other thing, 
the earth, and water, living fouls ihould breed, 

but that man's foul, whom he would make their king, 
fhould from himfelf immediately proceed ; 

and, when he took the woman from man's fide, 
doubtlefs, himfelf infpir'd her foul alone, 

for 'tis not faid, he did man's foul divide, 

but took — flefh of his flefh, bone of his bone : 
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laftly, God,— 'being made man, for man's own fake, 

and being like man in ail, except in fin,— 
his body from the virgin's womb did take ; 

but, all agree, God fbrm'd his foul within : 

Then is the foul from God ; fo pagans fay, 

which faw, by nature's light, her heavenly kind, 

naming her, kin to God, and God's bright ray, 
a citizen of heaven to earth confin'd. 

But now, I feel, they pluck me by the ear, drawn from 

whom my young muse fo boldly termed blind, divinity. 
and crave more heavenly light, that cloud to clear, 

which makes them think, God doth not make the 

[mind. 
God, doubtlefs, makes her ; and doth make her good; 

and grafFs her in the body, there to ipring ; 
which, though it be corrupted flefh and blood, 

can no way to the foul corruption bring : 

and yet this foul (made good by God at firft, 

and not corrupted by the body's ill ) 
even in the womb is finful, and accurf 'd, 

ere fhe can judge by wit, or choose by will : 

yet is not God the author of her fin, 

though author of her being, and being there ; 

and, if we dare to judge our judge herein, 
he can condemn us, and himfelf can clear : 
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Firft, God, from infinite eternity, 

decreed what hath been, is, or (hall be done, 
and was resolv'd, that every man fhould be, 

and, in his torn, his race of life fhonld nm ; 

and fb did purpose all the fouls to make, 
that ever have been made, or ever (hall, 

and that their being they fhould only take 
in human bodies, or nOt be at all : 

was it then fit, that fuch a weak event 

(weaknefs itfelf, the fin, and fall, of man) 

his counfel's execution fhould prevent, 
decreed and fixt before the world began ? 

or, that one penal law, by Adam broke, 
fhould make God break his own eternal law, 

the fettl'd order of the world revoke, 

and change all forms of things which he fbrefaw ? 

could E^u^^ weak hand, extended to the tree, 
in funder rent that adamantine chain 

whose golden links effects and causes be, 

and which to God's own chair doth fixt remain ? 

o,— could we fee how cause from cause doth fpring» 
how mutually they link'd and folded are ; 

and hear how oft one difagreeing fhing 
the harmony doth rather make than mar ; 
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and view at once how death by iin is broigiity 
and how from death a better life doth ji$e; 

how this God's juftice, and his mercy, taught,— • 
we this decree would praise, as right, and wise : 

but we, that measure times by firft and laft, 
the fight of things fucccflively do take ; 

when God on all at once his view doth caft^ . 
and of all times doth but one inflant make : 

all in himfelf, as in a glafs, he fees, 

for, from him, byJhim, through him, all things be; 
his fight is not difcourfive by degrees, 

but, feeing the whole, each fingle part doth fee : 

he looks on Jdam, as a root, or well, 

and on his heirs, as branches, and as ftreams ; 

he fees all men as one man, though they dwell 
in fundry cities, and in fundry realms ; t 

and, as the root and branch are but one tree, 
and well and fiream do but one river make, 

fo, if the root and well corrupted be, 

the ftream and branch the iame corruption take ; 

fo^ when the root and fountain of mankind 
did draw corruption, and God's cnrfe, by fixiy 

this was a charge that all his heirs did bind, 
and all his ofBpring grew corrupt therein ; 
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and as, when the hand doth ^rike, the man ofleadsy 
( for part from whole law fevers not in this) 

fb AdtmCt fin to the whole kind extends, 
for all their natures are but part of his ; 

therefore this £n of kind not perfonalj 

but real, and hereditary, was, 
the guilt whereof, and puniihment, to all, 

by courfe of nature, and of law, doth pafs; 

for as that easy law was given to all, 
to anceftor, and heir, to firft, and laft, 

fo was the firfl tranfgreffion general, 
and all did pluck the fruit, and all did tafte ; 

of this we find fbme foot-fleps in our law ; 

which doth her root from God, and nature, take ; 
ten thousand men fhe doth together draw, 

and, of them all, one corporation make ; 

yet these and their fuccefibrjs are but one ; 

and, if they gain, or lose, their liberties, 
they harm, or profit, not themfelves alone, 

but fuch as m fucceeding time fhall rise ; 

and fo the ance^or and all his heirs, 

though they in number pafs the flars of heaven, 
are ftiU but one ; his forfeitures are theirs, 

and unto them are his advancements given ; 
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his civil a^ do bind and bar them all ; 

and, as ^m Adam all corruption take, 
fo, if the father's crime be capital, 

in all the blood law doth corruption make : 

is it then juft, with us, to difenherit 
the unborn nephews, for the father's fault ; 

and to advance, again, for one man's mierit, 
a thousand heirs that have deserved nought ; 

and is not God's decree as jud as ours, 
if he, for Adamh fin, his fons deprive 

of all those native virtues, and those powers, 
which he to him, and to his race, did give ? 

for what is this contagious fin of kind* 
but a privation of that grace within, 

and of that great rich dowry of the mind, 
which all had had, but for the firfi: man's fm f 

if then a man on light conditions gain 
a great eilate, to him and his for ever, 

if wilfully he forfeit it again, 

who doth bemoan his heir, or blame the giver ? 

fo, though God make the foul good, rich, and fair, 
yet, when her form is to the oody knit, 

which makes the man, which man is Adani^ heir, 
juftly forthwith he takes his grace from it ; 
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and then the foul, beinc; firft from nothing brongkfi, 
when God's grace hSs her, doth to nouiing ndl ; 

and this declining pronenefs unto nought 
is even that fin that we are bom withal : 

yet not alone the firft good qualities, 
which in the firft foul were, deprived are, 

but in their place the contrary do rise, 
and real fpots of fin her beauty mar; 

nor is it ftrange, that Adanf^ ill desert 
fhould be tranffer^d unto his guilty race, 

when Chriil his grace, and juftice, doth impart 
to men unjufl, and fnch as have no grace : 

laftly, the foul Were better fo to be, 
bom flave to fin, than not to be at all ; 

fince, if file do believe, one fets her free, 

that makes her mount the higher from her fall : 

I Yet this the cOTious wits will not content ; 
^ they yet will Enow, fince God forefaw this ill, 
why his high providence did not prevent 
the declination of the firfl man's will : 

If by his word he had the current ftay'd 
of Adan^% will, which was by nature free, 

it had been one as if his word had faid, 
/ iJuilU henceforth f that man no manJhaU he : 
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for what IS man, without a moving mind, 
which haj^ a judging wit, and choosing will ? 

now, if God's power fhould her eledlion bind, 
her motions then would ceafe, and fland all itill : 

and why did God in man this foul infuse, 

but that he fhould his maker know, and love ? 

now, if love be compelled, and cannot choose, 
how can it grateful, or thank-worthy, prove ? 

love muft free-hearted be, and voluntary, 
and not enchanted, or by fate conftrain'd ; 

npt like that love which (£d VIjkjIJis carry 

to Cira^s isle, with piighty charms eogh^'d : 

befide6, were we unchangeable in will, 
and of a wit th^t nothing could mi^eem, 

equal to God — whose wisdom fhineth ftiU, 
and never eri"S — we might ourfelves efleem ; 

fa that, if man would be unvariable, 

he muft be God, or like a rock, or tree, 

for even the perfeft angels were not ftdble, 
but had a fall more defperate than we, : 

Then let us praise that Power which makes us be 
men as we are, and reft contented fo ; 

and, knowing man's fall was curioiity, 

adn^ire God's counfels which we cannot knaw ; 
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and let us know, that God the maker is 
of all the fouls in all the men that be ; 

yet their corruption is no fault of his, 

but the firfl man's, that broke God's firft decree. 

JVby the foul This fubilance, and this fpirit, of God's own makings 
is united to is in the body plac'd, and planted here, 
the body s ^at, bodi of God and of the world partaking, 
of all that is man might the image bear. 

God firft made angels, bodilefs pure minds ; 

then, other things, which mindlefs bodies be ; 
laft, he made man, the horizon 'twixt both kinds, 

in whom we do the. world's abridgment fee : 

befides, this world below did need one wight, 
which might thereof difHnguilh every part, 

make ufe thereof, and take therein delight, 
and order things with indufhy, and art ; 

which alfo God might in his works admire* 

and here,beneath, yield him both prayer and praise, 

as there, above, the holy angels' quire 
doth fpread his glory with fpiritual lays : 

laftly, the brute unreasonable wights 

did want a visible king on them to reign ; 

and God himfelf thus to the world unites, 
that fo the world might endlefs blifs obtain. 
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But how fhall we this union well exprei^ ? in what 

Nought ties the foul, her fubtilty is fuch ; mannar it 

Ihc moves the body, which Ihe doth possefs, tsumtedt 
yet no part toucheth, but by virtue's touch : 

then dwells fhe not therein, as in a tent; 

nor, as a pilot in his fhip doth fit ; 
nor, as a fpider in her web is pent ; 

nor, as the wax retrains the print in it ; 

nor, as a veffel water doth contain ; 

nor, as one liquor in another ihed ; 
nor, as the heat doth in the fire remain ; 

nor, as a voice throughoiit the air is fpread ; 

but, as the fair and cheerful morning-light 
doth here and there her iilver beams impart, 

and in an inilant doth lierfelf unite 
to the traniparent air, in all, and part ; 

ftill refling whole, when blows the air divide ; 

abiding pure, when the air is mofi: corrupted^ 
throughout the air her beams di(^eriing wide, 

and, when the air is toft, not interrupted ; 

fc doth the piercing foul the body fillj 

being all in all, and all in part diffus'd, 
indivisible, uncorruptible ftill, 

fiot forc'd, encounter'd, troubl'd, or cohfus'd : 
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and as the fun above the lieht doth bring, 
though we behold it in uie air below ; 

fo from the eternal Light the foul doth Q)nng, 
though in the body fhe her powers do fhow. 

bow txer- But as this world's fun doth effeds beget 
enetb tt*s diverfe, in diverfe places, every day, 
/*J^'>/*' here autumn's temperature, there fummer's heat; 
^/^^ here flowry fpring-tide, and there winter grey ; 

here even,there niom,here noon,there day, there night; 

melts wax; dries-clay; makes fk)wers,ibme quick,tome 
makes the Moor black, and the European white, [dead ; 

the Jmerican tawny, and the caft-IndwM red ; 

fo, in our little world, this foul of oars,— 
being only one, and to one body ty'd,— 

doth use on diverfe objedis diverfe powers, 
and fo are her efFefls diverfify'd. 

I. The vege- Her quick'ning power, in every living partj 
tat'uve, oTy ^Q^ 35 ^l nune, or as a mother, lerve, 
qmdimng ^j j^^ employ her ceconomick art, 
^^ ' and busy care, her houihold to preserve ; 

here ftie attrafts, and there fhe doth retain ; 

there fhe decods, and doth the food prepare ; 
there fhe dilbibutes it to every vein ; 

there fhe expels what fhe may fitly fpare : 
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this power to Martha may compared be». 

which busy was the houfhold things to do ; 
or to a Dry as living in a tree ; 

for even to trees this power is proper too. 

And though the foul may not this power extend nSbepowtr 
out of the body, but ftill use it there, offtnfeifirft, 

file hath a power, which fhe abroad doth fend, ^-iS^^ 

which views and fearcheth all things every where : '^' 

this power is, fenfe ; which from abroad doth bring 
the colour, t^e, and touch, and fcent, ^d fpun^ 

the quantity, and fhape, of every thing 

within the earth's center, or heaven's circle, found: 

this power in parts made fit fit objeds takes, 

yet not the things, but forms of things, receives ; 

as when a feal in wax imprefiion makes, 
the print therein, but not itfelf, it leaves : 

and though things fenfible be numberlefs, 

but only five the fenfe's organs b$ ; 
and in those ^\t all things their forms exprefs, 

which we can touch, tafte, fmell, or hear, or fee : 

these are the windows through the which fhe views 
the light of knowledge, which is life's load-ftar ; 

and yet, whiles fhe these fpeftacles doth use, 
oft worldly things feem greater than they are. 
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j^big Firft, the two eyes, which have the feeing power, 

ftand as one watchman, foy, or (entinel, 
bdng plac'd aloft within the head's high tower ; 
and though both fee, yet bot6 bat one thing tell : 

these mirrors take into their little fpace 

the forms of moon, and fun, and every flar, 

of every body, and of every place, 

which with the world's wide arms embraced are ; 

yet their beft objed| and their nobleft ufe, 
hereafter in another world will he, 

when God in them (hall heavenly light infuse^ 
that face to face they may their m^ker fee : 

here are they guides which do the body lead, 
which elfe would flumble in etem^ night ; 

here in this world they do much knowledge read, 
and are the casements which admit moil light : 

they are her farthefl-reaching inflrument ; 

yet they no beams unto their objefts fend, 
but all the rays are from their objects fent, 

and in the eyes with pointed angles end : 

if the objedb be far off, the rays do meet 

in a (harp point, and fo things feem but fmall ; 

if thev be near, their rays do fpread and fleet, [al : 
ana make broad points,that dungs feem great With- 
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laftly, nine thines to fight required are,"" 
the power to fee, Ae light, the visible thing, 

being not too fmall, too thin, too nigh, too tar, 
clear ipace, and time the form diftindl to bring : 

Thus fee we how the foul doth use the eves, 
as inilruments of her quick power of nght ; 

hence do the arts optick, and fair painting, rise, 
painting, which doth all gentle minds delight. 

Now let us hear how fhe the ears employs : bearing^ 

their office is, the troubl'd air to take ; 
which in their masses forms a found or noise^ 

whereof herfelf doth true diftindlion make : 

these wickets of the foul are placed on high, 
because all founds do lightly mount aloft, 

and, that they may not pierce too violently, 
they are delay'd by turns and windings oft ; 

for fhould the voice diredUy ftrike the brain, > 

it would aflonifh and confuse it much, 
therefore these plaits and folds the found retrain, 

that it the organ may more gently touch ; 

as (beams, which with their winding banks do play, 
ftopt by their creeks run foftly through the plain, 

fo in the ear's labyrinth the voice doth ftray, 
and doth with easy motion touch the brain : 
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it is the (loweft, yet the daindeft fenfe ; 

for even the ear9 of (tich as have no fkill 
perceive a difcord, and conceive ofFence, 

and» ktiowing not what is good, yet find the ill : 

and though this fenfe firft gentle musick found, 
her proper objedt is the fpeech of men ; 

but that fpeech, chiefly, which God's heralds found, 
when their tongues utter what his fpirit did pen : 

our eyes hare lids, our ears ftill ope we fee, 
quickly to hear how every tale is proved : 

our eyes ftill move, our ears unmoved be, [ed : 
that, though we hear quick, we be not quickly mov- 

Thus, by the organs of the eye and ear, 
the foul with knowledge doth herfelf endue ; 

thus (he her prison may with pleasure bear, 
having fuch profpefts all the world to view : 

these conduit-pipes of knowledge feed the mind, 
but the other three attend the body ftill ; 

for by their fervices the foul doth find, 
what things are to the body good, or ill. 

tafiing^ The body's life with meats, and air, is fed ; 

therefore the foul doth use the tafHng power, 
in veins, which, through the tongue and palate fpred, 
diftinguifh every relifh, fweet, and four : 
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this is the body's nurfe ; but iince man's wit 
found the art of cookery, to delight his fenfc, 

more bodies are confum'd and kill'd with it, 
than with the fword, famine, or peililence. 

Next, in the noflrils (he doth use the iinell ; pntlUng^ 

as God the breath of life in them did give, 

fo makes he now this power in them to dwell, 
to judge all airs whereby we breath and live-: 

this fenfe is alfo mifbefs of an art, 

which to foft people fweet perfumes doth fell ; 
though this dear art doth little good impart, 

iince they fmell befl that do of nothing fmell : 

and yet good fcents do purify the brain, 

awake the fancy, and the wits refine ; 
hence old devotion incenfc did ordain, 

to make men's fpirits more apt for thoughts divine. 

LafWy, the feeling power, which is life's root, fttling \ 

through every uving part itfelf doth fhed, 

by iinews, which extend from head to foot, 
and, like a net, all o'er the body fpread; 

much like a fubtle fpider, which doth fit 

in middle of her web, which fpreadeth wide, • 

if ought do touch the utmofl thread of it, :^ ■ 

fhe feels it inilantly on every fide : 
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by touch the firft pure qualities we learn, 

which quicken all things, hot, cold, moift, and dry; 

by touch, hard, ibft, rough, finooth^ we do discern ; 
by touch, iweet pleasure, and ihaip pain, we try : 

These are the outward inftruments of (enfe ; 

these are the guards, which every thing mufl pais 
ere it approach the mind's intelligence, 

or touch the fantafy, wit's loo&ng-glais. 

imaghuttionf And yet these porters, which all things admit, 
cr, the am- thcmfelves perceive not, nor discern, the things ; 
mon fenf€, q^^ common power doth in the forehead ^it, 

which all their proper forms together brings : 

for all those nerves, which fpirits of fenfe do bear, 
and to those outward organs fpreading go, 

united are, as in a center, there ; 

and there this power those fundry forms doth know : 

those outward organs present thin|;s receive, 
this inward ienfe doth abfent thmgs retain ; 

yet ftraight tranfmits all forms flie doth perceive 
unto a higher region of the brain: 

fantafy, end Where fantafy, near handmaid to the mind, 

fits, and beholds, and doth discern them all ; 
compounds in one things diverfe in their kind ; 
compares the black and white, the great and finally 
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befide^y those fingle foims ihe doth efteem, 

and in her balance doth their valiies try» 
Ivhere fome things good, and fome things ill do (eeitt^ 

and neutral fome in her fantafkick eye : 

this busy power is working day and night ; 

for, when the outward lenies reft do take, 
a thousand dreams, fantaftical, and light, 

with fluttering wings do k«qp her ftill awake : 

Yet always all may not afore her be, fenfitive m- 

fucceffively ihe this and that intends ; «<^J' • 

therefore, fuch forms as fhe doth ceafe to fee 
to memory's large volume ihe commends : 

this liedger-book lies in the brain behind, 
like Janus* eye, which in his poU was fet ; 

the lay-man's tables, ftore-houie of the mind, 
which doth remember much, and muqh forget. 

Here fenfe's apprehenfion end doth take; 

as, when a ftone is into water caft, 
one circle doth another circle make, 

'till the laft circle touch the bank at laft* 



But, though the apprehenfive power do pause. Secondly ^ m^ 
the motive virtue then begins to move, ' jf5 ^"^^j" 

which in the heart below doth paflions cause, ^t^SoTof 

joy, grief, and fear, and hope, and hate, and tove : ^^^^ ^^ 
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these paffions have a free commanding mighty 
and diverse adi6ns in our life do breed ; 

for all adls, done without true reason's light, 
de from the paifion of the fenfe proceed : 

But, fith the brain doth lodge these powers of fenfe^ 
how makes it in the heart those paffions ipring ? 

The mutual love, the kind intelligence 

'twixt heart and brain, this fympathy doth bring : 

from the kind heat, which in the heart doth reign, 
the fpirits of life do their beginning take ; 

these fpirits of life, afcending to the brain, 

when they come there the fpirits of fenfe do make; 

these fpirits of fenfe, in fantafy's high court, 
judge of the forms of objects, ill, or well; 

and fo they fend a good, or ill, report 

down to the heart, where all affe^ons dwell ; 

if the report be good, it causeth love, 
and longing hope, and well-aflured joy ; 

if it be ill, then doth it hatred move, 

and trembling fear, and vexing grief's annoy : 

yet were these natural affedions good, 

( for they, which want them, blocks, or devils, be) 

if reason in her firft perfe6lion flood, 
that fhe might nature's pafiions rectify. 
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Befides, another motive power doth rise the tmtion of 

out of the heart ; from whose pure blood do fpring Hfi^ <i»^ 

the vital {pints, which, born in arteries, 
continual motion to all parts do bring : 

this makes the pulfes beat, and lungs reipire ; 

this holds the finews, like a brid&'s reins, 
and makes the body to advance, retire, 

to turn, or flop, as fhe them flacks, or (trains. 

Thus the foul tunes the body's inftrument ; 

these harmonies ftie makes with life, and fenfe ; 
the organs fit are by the body lent, 

but the aftions flow from the foul's influence. 

But now I have a will, yet want a wit, HI. The in" 

to exprefs the workings of the wit, and will ; ulhaual 

which, though their root be to the body knit, ^^jf 
use not the body, when they use their &ill : '•'^ * 

these powers the nature of the foul declare, 

for to man's foul these only proper be ; 
for on the earth no other wights there are, 

which have these heavenly powers, but only we. 

The wit "" the pupil of the foul's clear eye, vit, 

and in man's world the only fliining fl:ar — 
looks in the mirror of the fantafy, 

where all the gatherings of the fenfes are ; 
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from thence this power the ihapes of things abftrads, 
and them within her paffive part receives, 

which are enlighten'd by that part which ads, 
and fo the forms of fmgle things perceives ; 

but, after,— by difcourfing to and fro, 

anticipating, and comparing, things,— 
(he doth all univerfal natures know, 

and all eiFedls into their causes brings : 

[ground, 
when fhe rates things, and moves from ground to 

the name of reason ihe obtains by this ; 
but, when by reasons fhe the truth hath found, 

and flandeth fixt, fhe underflanding is ; 

when her afTent fhe lightly doth encline 

to either part, fhe is opinion light ; 
but, when fhe doth by principles define 

a certain truth, fhe hath true judgment's fight ; 

and as from fenfe's reason's work doth fpring, 
fo, many reasons underflanding gain, 

and many underflandings knowledge bring, 
and by much knowledge wisdom we obtain ; 

fo, many flairs we mufl afcend upright, 
ere we attain to wisdom's high degree ; 

fo doth this earth eclipfe our reason's light, 
which elfe in inilants would, like angels, fee: 
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yet hath the foul a dowry natural, 
and {parks of light fome common things to fee, 

not being a blank where nought is writ at all, 
but what the writer will may written be ; 

for nature in man's heart her laws doth pen, — 
prefcribing truth to wit, and good to will,'^ 

which do accuse, or elfe excuse, all men, 
for every thought, or pradife, good, or ill ; 

and yet these fparks grow almoft infinite, 

making the world, and all therein, their food, 
as fire fo fpreads as no place holdeth it, 

being nouriih'd ilill with new fupplies of wood ; 

[fin, 
and though these fparks were almoft quench*d with 

yet they, whom that juft one hath juftify'd, 
have them encreaf 'd with heavenly light within, 

and, like the widow's oil. Hill multiply'd. 

And, as this wit fhould goodnefs truly know, w///, ani 

we have a will which that true good Ihould choose; 

thoueh will do oft, when wit falfe forms doth fhow, 
take ill for good, and good for ill refuse : 

ivill puts in pradlife what the wit deviseth ; 

will ever ads, and wit contemplates ftill ; 
suid, as from wit the power of wisdom riseth, 

all other virtues daughters are of will : 
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— ' will is the prince, and wit the coanfellor, 

which doth for common good in council fit ; 
and, when wit is resolv'd, will lends her power, 
to execute what is advis'd by wit : 

wit is the mind's chief judge, which doth controul 
of fancy's court the judgments falfe and vain ; 

will holds the royal fcepter in the foul, 

and on the paffions of the heart doth reign : 

will is as free as any emperor, 
. nought can reftrain her gentle liberty ; 

no tyrant, nor no torment, hath the power 
to make us will, when we unwilling be. 

ituelkaual To these high powers a ftore-houfe doth pertain, 
memory, where they dl arts, and general reasons, lay ; 

which in the foul even after death remain, 
and no Lethean flood can wafh away. 

RefUaions ThisT is the foul, and those her virtues be ; 
upon the which though they have their fundry proper ends, 

foul, and It's ^jj^ Qjjg exceeds another in degree, 
powers, ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ other mutually depends : 

our wit is given, almighty God to know ; 

our will IS given, to love him being known ; 
but God could not be known to us below, 

but by his works, which through the fenfe are ihown : 
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and as the wit doth reap the fruits of fenfe, 
fo doth the quick'ning power the fenfes feed ; 

thus, while they do their fundry gifts difpenfe, 
the beft the fervice of the leaA doth need : 

even fo the king his magiftrates do ferve ; 

yet commons feed both magiftrate and king ; 
the commons' peace the magiftrates preserve, [^ring. 

by borrow'd power, which from the prince doth 

The quick'ning power would be, and {q would reft ; 

the fenfe would not be only, but be well ; 
but wit's ambition longeth to be beft, 

for it desires in endlefs blifs to dwell : 

And these three powers three forts of men do make : 
for fome, like plants, their veins do only fill ; 

and fome, like beafts, their fenfe's pleasure tak« ; 
and fome, like angels, do contemplate ftill : 

therefore, the fables turn'd fome men to flowers ; 

and others did with brutifti forms inveft ; 
and did of others make celeftial powers, 

like angels, which ftill travel, yet ftill reft : 

Yet these three powers are not three fouls, but one ; 

as one and two are both coi^tain'd in three, 
three being one number by itfelf alone ; 

a fhadow of the blefled Trinity. 
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An acchma- 0» what is man, great Maker of mankindy 
*»•«. that thou to him fo great refpcdl doft bear ; 

that thou adom'ft him with fb bright a mind, 
mak'ft him a king, and even an angel's peer I 

o, what a lively life, what heavenly power, 
what fpreading virtue, what a fparkling fire, 

how great, how plentiful, how rich a dower, 
doft thou within this dying flefh infpire ! 

thou leav'ft thy print in other works of thine, 
but thy whole image thou in man haft writ; 

there cannot be a creature more divine, 
except, like thee, it ftiould be infinite : 

but it exceeds man's thought, to think how high 
God hath r^s'd man, fince God a man became ; 

the angels do admire this myftery, 

and are aftonifh'd when they view the fame. 

That the foul Nor hath he given these bleffings for a day, 
M immortaU nor made them on the body's life depend ; 
««/ cannot ^^ ^^^j^ though made in time, furvives for aye, 
and, though it hath beginning, fees no end : 

her only end is never-ending blifs, 

which is, the eternal face of God to fee, 

who laft of ends, and firft of causes, is ; 
and, to do this, flie muft eternal be. 
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How fenfelefs then and dead a foul hath he, 
^vhich thinks his foul doth with his body die ; 

or, thinks not fo, but fo would have it be, 
that he might fin with more iccurity ? 

for though these light and vicious perfons fay. 

Our foul is but a fmoak, or airy hlafty 
nxjhichy during life^ doth in our noflrils play^ 

and J fwben ijue die, doth turn tP <wind at lafl ; 

although they fay. Come, let us eaty and drink ; 

our life is but a /park, ivhich quickly dies ; 
though thus they fay, they know not what to think, 

but in their minds ten thousand doubts arise : 

therefore, no hereticks desire to fpread 
their light opinions, like these epicures ; 

for fo their daggering thoughts are comforted, 
and other men's affent their doubt affures : 

Yet, though these men againft their confcience ftrive, 
there are ibme fparkles in their flinty breafts, 

which cannot be extindl, but ftill revive, 

that, though they would, they cannot quite be beafls ; 

but whofo makes a mirror of his mind, 

and doth with patience view himfelf therein, 

his fouPs eternity fhall clearly find, 

though the other beauties be defac'd with fin. 



Q.4 



56 iSofct feififitM, 

ift, reason ; Firft, in man's mind we find an appedte 

drawn from to leanl and know the truth of every thing, 

1^ ^J7 ^ which is connatural, and born with it, 

^^^' • and from the eflence of the foul doth fpring ; 

with this desire, fhe hath a native mi^ht 
to find out every truth, if fhe had time 

the innumerable effeds to fort aright, 
and by degrees from cause to cause to climb : 

but, iince our life fb fail away doth flide 
as doth a hungry eagle through the wind, 

or as a ihip tranfported with the tide, 

which in their pailage leave no print behind; 

of which fwift little time fo much we fpend, 
while fome few things we through the fenfe do Ihain, 

that our fhort race of life is at an end, 
ere we the principles of ikill attain ; 

or God (which to vain ends hath nothing done) 
in vain this appetite, and power, hath given, 

or elfe our knowledge, which is here begun, 
hereafter mufl be perfeded in heaven. 

God never gave a power to one whole kind, 
but moft part of that kind did use the fame ; 

moil eyes have perfed fight, though fbme be blind ; 
moil legs can nimbly run, though fome be lame : 
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but, in this life, no foul the truth can know 

fo perfeAly as it hath power to do 5 
if, then, perfection be not found below, 

an higher place muft make her mount thereto. 

Again, how can fhe but immortal be, 2^. reaion 5 

when, with the motions of both will and wit, drawn frm 

ihe ftill afpireth to eternity, the motion of 
and never reAs, 'till ihe attain to it ? 
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water, in conduit-pipes, can rise no higher 

than the well-head from whence it firft doth fpring ; 

then, fince to eternal God Ihe doth afpire, 
fhe cannot be but an eternal thing. 

All moving things to other things do move 

of the fame kind, which fhews their nature fuch ; 

fo earth falls down, and fire doth mount above, 
'till both their proper elements do touch : 

And as the moifture, which the thirfty earth 
fucks from the fea, to fill her empty veins, 

from out her womb at laft doth take a birth, 
and runs a nymph along the graffy plains ; 

long doth fhe flay, as loth to leave the land 
from whose foft fide fhe firfl did iffue make, 

fhe tails all places, turns to every hand, 
her fiowry banks unwilling to forfake ; 
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(b, when the foul finds here no true content, 

and, like Noah^s dove, can no Aire footing take, 

flie doth return from whence fhe firft was fent, 
and flies to him that firft her wings did make. 

Wit, feeking truth, from cause to cause afcends, 
and never refts, 'till it the firft attain ; 

will, feeking good, finds many middle ends, 
but never ftays, 'till it the laft do gain : 

now God the truth, and firft of causes, is, 
God is the laft good end, which lafteth ftill, 

being alpha, and omegay nam'd for this, 
alpha to wit, omega to the will ; 

fith then her heavenly kind ihe doth bewray, 
in that to God fhe doth diredily move, 

and on no mortal thing can make her ftay, 
fhe cannot be from hence, but from above* 

And yet this firft true cause, and laft good end, 
fhe cannot here fo well and truly fee j 

for this perfeftion fhe muft yet attend, 
'till to her Maker fhe efpoused be : 

As a king's daughter, being in perfon fought 
of diverse princes, which do neighbour near, 

on none of them can fix a conflant thought, 
though fhe to all do lend a gentle ear ; 
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yet can flie lore a foreign emperor, 

whom of great worth, and power, (he hears to be, 
if ihe be wooM bot by embaflador, 

or bat his letters, or his pidnre, fee ; 

for well (he knows, that, when (he ihall be brooght 
into the kingdom where her fponse doth reign, 

her eyts ihall fee what fhe conceiv'd in thought, 
himfelf, his flate, his glory, and his train : 

fb, while the virgin foul on earth dodi fby, 
(he woo'd and tempted is ten thousand ways 

by these great powers which on the earth bear fway, 
the wisdom of the world, wealth, pleasure, praise ; 

with these fbme time (he doth her dme beguile, 

these do by fits her fantafy possefs, 
but (he diftails them all within a while, 

and in the fweeleft finds a tedioufnefs ; 

but if upon the world's almighty Kine 
(he onc^ do fix her humble loving mought, 

which by his pifture, drawn in every thine, 
and facred medages, her love hath fought, 

of him, (he thinks, (he cannot think too much, 
this honey, tafted (till, is ever fweet, 

the pleasure of her ravi(h'd thought is fuch 
as almod here (he with her blUs doth meet ; 
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but when in heaven fhe (hall his eflence fee, 
this is her fovereign good, and perfeft blift, 

her longings, wiftiings, hopes, all finifh'd be, 
her joys are full, her motions reft in this ; 

there is fhe crown'd with garlands of content ; 

there doth fhe manna eat, and nedar drink ; 
that presence doth fuch high delights present, 

as never tongue could fpeak,nor heart could think. 

For this, the better fouls do oft defpise 
the body's death, and do it oft desire ; 

for, when on earth the burthen'd balance lies, 
the empty part is lifted up the higher. 

But, if the body's death the foul fhould kill, 
then death muft needs againft her nature be, 

and, were it fo, all fouls would fly it flill, 
for nature hates and fhuns her contrary; 

for all things elfe, which nature makes to be, 
their being to preserve are chiefly taught, 

for, though fbme things desire a change to fee, 
yet never thing did long to turn to nought : 

if then by death the foul were quenched quite, 
fhe could not thus againfl her nature run, 

lince every fenfelefs thing, by nature's light, 
doth preservation feek, deflrudtion fhun ; 
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nor could the world's beft fpirits fo much err, 
if death took all, that they fhould all agree 

before this life their honour to prefer, 

For what is praise to things that nothing be I 

Again, if by the body's prop fhe ftand, 
if on the body's life her life depend, 

as MeUager^s on the fatal brand, 

the body's good fhe only would intend ; 

we fhould not find her half fo brave and bold, 
to lead it to the wars, and to the feas, 

to make it fufier watchhigs, hunger, cold, 

when it might feed with plenty, reft with ease : 

, doubtlefs, all fouls have a furviving thought ; 
therefore of death we think with quiet mind ; 
but, if we think of being tum'd to nought, 
a trembling horror in our jfbuls we find. 

\tb, reason I And, as the better fpirit, when fhe doth. bear 
rom the fear a fcom of death, doth fhew fhe cannot die ; 
^^l^\uh' ^°' ^^^°^ ^^ wicked foul death's face doth fear, 
^^ J^ *• gygj^ ^gjj ^g proves her own eternity. 

For, when death's form appears, fhe feareth not 
an utter quenching or extinguifhment, 

|he would be glad to meet with fuch a lot, 
that fo fhe might all future ill prevent i 
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but ihe doth doubt what after may befall ; 

for nature's law accuseth her within, 
and fay'th, 'TVj true that is affirnCd by alU 

that after death there is a pain fir Jin ; 

then fhe, which hath been hoodwink'd from her birth^ 
doth iirft herfelf within death's mirror fee, 

and, when her body doth return to earth, 
fhe firfl takes care how ihe alone ihall be : 

who ever fees these irreligious men 

with burthen of a ficknefs weak and fdnt, 

but hears them talking of religion then, 
and vowing of their fouls to every faint ? 

when was there ever curfed atheiH: brought 

unto the gibbet, but he did adore 
that bleffed Power, which he had fet at nought, 

fcorn'd, and blafphemed, all his life before ? 

these light vain perfons flill are drunk, and mad, 
with furfeitiiigs, and pleasures of their youth ; 

but, at their deaths, they are frefh, fober, fad, 
then they discern, and then they ipeak, the tmtlv 

If then all fouls, both good and bad, do teach 
with general voice, that fouls can never die, 

'tis not man's flattering glose, but nature's fp^echi 
which, like God's oracle, can never lie- 



A 



64 Nofce teip/um, 

t^b. reason 5 iHcnce (prings that univerfal ftrong desire, 
from the ^e- j which all men have, of immortality ; 
«rtf/ Jestre ^^^^ £q^^ £^^ fpints unto this thought afpire, 
%y: "' i ^^^ ^ men's minds in this united be : 

then this desire of nature is not vain, 

fhe covets not impoflibilities ; 
fond thoughts may fall into ibme idle brain, 

"but one aflent of all is ever wise : 

From hence that general care and ftudy fprings, 
that launching and progreffion of the mind, 

which all men l^ve fb much of future things 
as they no joy do in the present find : 

from this desire that main desire proceeds, 
which all men have, furviving fame to gain- 

by tombs, by books, by memorable deeds ; 
for fhe, that this desires, doth flill remain : 

hence, laflly, fjprings care of pofterities ; 

for things their kind would everlafting make ; 
hence is it, that old men do plant young trees, 

the fruit whereof another age fhall take. 

If we these rules unto ourfelves apply, 
and view them by refledtion of the mind, 

all these true notes of immortality 
in our heart's tables we fhall written find. 
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And though fbme impious wits do queftions move^ M, reiton ; 

and doubt, if fouls immortal be, or no, from the very 

that doubt their immortality doth prove, ^^^ ^f^ ^ 

because they feem immortal things to know. i^^tality: 

For he, which reasons on both parts doth bring, 
doth fome things mortal, fome immortal, cdl ; 

now, if 'himfelf were but a mbrtal thing, 
he could not judge immortal things at all : 

for, when we jud^, our minds we mirrors make ; 

and, as those elailes, which material be, 
forms of materid things do only take, 

for thoughts, or minds, in them we cannot fee ; 

fb, when we God, and angels, do conceive, 

and think of truth, which is eternal too, 
then do our minds immortal forms receive, 

which, if they mortal were, they could not do : 

and as, if beads conceiv'd what reason were, 

and that conception fhould diftin&ly (how, 
they fhould the name of reasonable bear, 

for, without reason, none could reason know ; 

fb, when the foul mounts with fo high a wing 

as of eternal things (he doubts can move, 
flie proofs of her eternity doth bring 

even when fhe ftrives the contrary to prove ; 
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ifi, reason ; Firft, in man's mind we find an appetite 

drawn from to leani and know the truth of every thing, 

x*^ ^7 ^ which is connatural, and born with it, 
knowledge : ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^g^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^p^^ . 

with this desire, fhe hath a native mi^ht 
to find out every truth, if (he had time 

the innumerable elFedb to fort aright, 

and by degrees from cause to cause to climb : 

but, fince our life fo faft away doth Aide 
as doth a hungry eagle through the wind, 

or as a ihip tranfported with the tide, 

which in their paflage leave no print behind ; 

of which fwift little time fo much we fpend, 
while fome few things we through the fenfe do ibrain, 

that our ftiort race of life is at an end, 
ere we the principles of fkill attain ; 

or God (which to vain ends hath nothing done) 
in vain this appetite, and power, hath given, 

or elfe our knowledge, which is here begun, 
hereafter muft be perfected in heaven. 

God never gave a power to one whole kind, 
but moft part of that kind did use the fame ; 

moft eyes have perfed fight, though fome be blind ; 
moft legs can nimbly run, though fome be lame : 
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but, in this life, no foul the truth can know 

fo perfedly as it hath power to do ; 
if, then, perfeftion be not found below, 

an higher place muft make her mount thereto. 

Again, how can (he but immortal be, %d, reason ; 

when, with the motions of both will and wit, drawn frm 

fhe Hill afpireth to eternity, 't'T/f ^-^ 

and never refts, 'till fhe attain to it ? ' ' -^ ' 

water, in conduit-pipes, can rise no higher 

than the well-head from whence it firft doth fpring ; 

then, fmce to eternal God fhe doth afpire, 
fhe cannot be but an eternal thing. 

All moving things to other things do move 

of the fame kind, which Ihews their nature fuch ; 

fo earth falls down, and fire doth mount above, 
'till both their proper elements do touch : 

And as the moiflure, which the thirfly earth 

fucks from the fea, to fill her empty veins, 
from out her womb at lafl doth take a birth, 

and runs a nymph along the graffy plains ; 

long doth fhe flay, as loth to leave the land 

from whose foft fide fhe firfl did iifue make, 
fhe tads all places, turns to every hand, 

ber flowry banks unwilling to forfake ; 
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yet nature fo her ibeams doth lead and carry, 
as that her courfe doth make no final flayy 

*till Ihe herfelf unto the ocean marry, 
within whose watry bosom firft ihe lay : 

even fo the foul, which in this earthy mold 
the fpirit of God doth fecretly infuse, 

because at firft (he doth the earth behold, 
and only this material world Ihe views, 

at firft our mother earth ihe holdeth dear, 

and doth embrace the world, and worldly things^ 

ihe flies clofe by the ground, and hovers here, 
and mounts not up with her celeftial wings ; 

yet under heaven ihe cannot light on ought 
that with her heavenly nature doth agree, 

ihe cannot reft, (he cannot fix her thought, 
ihe cannot in this world contented be ; 

For who did ever yet in honour, wealth, 
or pleasure of the fenie, contentment find ? 

who ever ceaTd to wifh, when he had health ? 
or, having wisdom, was not vex'd in mind ? 

then, as a bee, which among weeds doth fall, 
which feem fweet fiowers,with luftre freih,and gay, 

ihe lights on that, and this, and tafteth all, 
but, pleas'd with none, doth rise and foar away ; 
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fo, when the foul finds here no true content, 

and, like Noah's dove, can no fure footing take, 

flie doth return from whence fhe firft was fent, 
and flies to him that firfl her wings did make. 

Wit, feeking truth, from cause to cause afcends, 
and never refts, 'till it the firft attain ; 

will, feeking good, finds many middle ends, 
but never ftays, 'till it the laft do gain : 

now God the truth, and firft of causes, is, 
God is the laft good end, which lafteth ftill, 

being alpha, and omega, nam'd for this, 
alpha to wit, ofnega to the will ; 

fith then her heavenly kind (he doth bewray, 
in that to God Ihe doth diredly move, 

and on no mortal thing can make her ftay, 
ftie cannot be from hence, but from above* 

And yet this firft true cause, and laft good end, 
ftie cannot here fo well and truly fee j 

for this perfedHon fhe muft yet attend, 
'till to her Maker fhe efpoused be : 

As a king's daughter, being in perfbn fought 
of diverse princes, which do neighbour near, 

on none of them can fix a conftant thought, 
though fhe to all do lend a gentle ear; 
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yet can (he love a foreign emperor, 

whom of great worth, and power, flie hears to be> 
if fhe be woo'd but by embaAador, 

or but his letters, or his picture, fee ; 

for well fhe knows, that, when fhe fhall be brought 
into the kingdom where her fpouse doth reign, 

her eyes fhall fee what fhe conceived in thought, 
himfelf, his flate, his glory, and his train : 

fo, while the virgin foul on earth doth flay, 
fhe woo'd and tempted is ten thousand ways 

by these great powers which on the earth bear fway, 
the wisdom of the world, wealth, pleasure, praise ; 

with these fome time fhe doth her time beguile, 

these do by fits her fantafy possefs, 
but fhe diftafls them all within a while, 

and in the fweeteft finds a tedioufnefs ; 

but if upon the world's almighty King 
fhe onc^ do fix her humble loving thought, 

which by his pidure, drawn in every thing, 
and facred meffages, her love hath fpught, 

of him, fhe thinks, fhe cannot think too much, 
this honey, tafled fHll, is ever fweet, 

the pleasure of her ravifh'd thought is fuch 
as almofl here fhe with her blifs doth meet ; 
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but when in heaven Ihe fhall his eflence fee, 
this is her fovereign good, and perfeft blift, 

her longings, wifhings, hopes, all finifh'd be, 
her joys are full, her motions reft in this ; 

there is fhe crown'd with garlands of content ; 

there doth ihe manna eat, and nedar drink ; 
that presence doth fuch high delights present, 

as never tongue could fpeak,nor heart could think. 

For this, the better fouls do oft defpise 
the body's death, and do it oft desire ; 

for, when on earth the burthen'd balance lies, 
the empty part is lifted up the higher. 

But, if the body's death the foul ftiould kill, 
then death muft needs againft her nature be, 

and, were it fo, all fouls would fly it ftill, 
for nature hates and fhuns her contrary ; 

for all things elfe, which nature makes to be, 
their being to preserve are chiefly taught, 

for, though fome things desire a change to fee, 
yet never thing did long to turn to nought : 

if then by death the foul were quenched quite, 
Ihe could not thus againft her nature run, 

lince every fenfelefs thing, by nature's light, 
doth preservation feek, deflrudtion ihun ; 
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nor could the world's beft fpirits fo much err, 
if death took all, that they ihould all agree 

before this life their honour to prefer. 

For what is praise to things that nothing be ? 

Again, if by the body's prop fhe ftand, 
if on the body's life her life depend, 

as Meleager^s oil the fatal brand, 

the body's good fhe only would intend ; 

we fhould not find her half fo brave and bold, 
to lead it to the wars, and to the feas, 

to make it fuffer watchings, hunger, cold, 

when it might feed with plenty, reft with ease : 

doubtlefs, all fouls have a furviving thought ; 

therefore of death we think with quiet mind ; 
but, if we think of being tum'd to nought, 

a trembling horror in our fouls we find. 

tb, reason ; And, as the better fpirit, when fhe doth. bear 
'om the fear a fcom of death, doth fhew ihe cannot die ; 
li^^fJls' ^°' ^^^ ^^ wicked foul death's face doth fear, 
J^ *• gygj^ ^gjj ^g proves her own eternity. 

For, when death's form appears, Ihe feareth not 
an utter quenching or extinguifhment, 

Ihe would be glad to meet with fuch a lot, 
that fo fhe might all future ill prevent i 
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but Ihe doth doubt what after may befall ; 

for nature's law accuseth her within, 
and fay'th, '77j true that is affirmed by ally 

that after death there is a pain for Jin ; 

then fhe, which hath been hoodwink'd from her birth, 
doth firft herfelf within death's mirror fee, 

and, when her body doth return to earth, 
fhe firfl takes care how ihe alone fhall be : 

who ever fees these irreligious men 

with burthen of a licknefs weak and faint» 

but hears them talking of religion then, 
and vowing of their fouls to every faint ? 

when was there ever curfed atheift brought 

unto the gibbet, but he did adore 
that bleffed Power, which he had fet at nought^ 

fcorn'd, and blafphemed, all his life before ? 

these light vain perfons flill are drunk, and mad, 
with furfeitiiigs, and pleasures of their youth ; 

but, at their deaths, they are frefh, fober, fad, 
then they discern, and then they {peak, the tmtlv 

If then all fouls, both good and bad, do teach 
with general voice, that fouls can never die, 

'tis not man's flattering glose, but nature's fp^echf 
which, like God's oracle, can never lie^ 
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tity : 



iHencc fprings that univ^rfal ftronjg; de^, 
which all men have, of immormlit/ ; 

not fome few fpirits unto this thought afpire, 
but all men's minds in this united be : 



Ithen this desire of nature is not vain, 
ihe covets not impoflibilities ; 
I fbnd_thoughts may fall into Ibme idle brain, 
^But one aflent of all is ever wise : 

From hence that general care and ftady fprings, 
that launching and progreffion of tiie mind, 

which all men have fo much of future things 
as they no joy do in the present find : 

from this desire that m^ desire proceeds, 

which all men have, furviving fame to gain- 
by tombs, by books, by memorable deeds ; 
for fhe, that this desires, doth flill remain : 

hence, laftty, fprings care of pofterities ; 

for things their kind would everlafting make ; 
hence is it, that old men do plant young trees, 
j the fruit whereof another age fhall take. 

If we these rules unto ourfclves apply, 
and view them by refledtion of the mind, 

all these true notes of immortality 
in our heart's tables we fhall written find. 
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And though (bme impious wits do queftions move, Ub, reum ; 

and doubt, if fouls immortal be, or no, from the very 

that doubt their immortality doth prove, ^"*' ^f^ ^ 

because they feem immortal things to know. immrtJl^: 

For he, which reasons on both parts doth bring, 
doth fome things mortal, fome immortal, c2l ; 

now, if himfelf were but a mbrtal thing, 
he could not judge immortal things at all : 

for, when we judfi^e, our minds we mirrors make ; 

and, as those glailes, which material be, 
forms of materisd things do only take, 

for thoughts, or minds, in them we cannot fee ; 

fo, when we God, and angels, do conceive, 

and think of truth, which is eternal too, 
then do our minds immortal forms receive, 

which, if they mortal were, they could not do : 

and as, if beafts conceived what reason were, 

and that conception ihould diftindly ihow, 
they (hould the name of reasonable bear, 

tor, without reason, none could reason know ; 

ib, when the foul mounts with fo high a wing 

as of eternal things (he doubts can move, 
ihe proofs of her eternity doth bring 

even when ihe ftrives tne contrary to prove : 
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for even the thought of immortality, 

being an ad done without the body's aid, 

ihews, that herfelf alone could move, and be, 
although the body in the grave were lay'd; 

and if herfelf fhe can fo lively move, 
and never need a foreign help to take, 

then muft her motion everlafting prove, 
because herfelf fhe never can fodake* 

That it can- But, though Corruption cannot touch the mind 
«or be de- fj-Qm ^ny cause that from itfelf may fpring, 
^^ ' fome outward cause fate hath perhaps <ieiign'd, 
which to the foul may utter quenching bring. 

it's cause Perhaps, her cause may ceafe, and fhe may die : 
ceafetb net; God is her cause, his word her maker was, 
which fhall (land fixt for all eternity, 

when heaven and earth fhall like a fhadow pafs. 

it bath no Perhaps, fome thing, repugnant to her kind, 
nntrary } by ftrong antipathy the foul may kill r 

But what can be contrary to the mind^ 
which holds all contraries in concord ftill ? 

ihe lodgeth heat, and cold, and moifl, and dry, 
and Gfe, and death, and peace, and war, together; 

ten thousand fighting things in her do lie, 
yet neither troubleth or difbirbeth either. 
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Perhaps, for want of food the foul may pine : canmtdiefor 

But that were fbange ; fince all thingSybadyand good, tvantoffiodi 

fince all God's creatures, mortal, and divine, 

iince God himfelf is her eternal food : ' " 

bodies are fed with things of mortal kind, 

and fb are fubjed to mortality ; 
but truth, which is eternal, feeds the mind, 

the tree of life, which will not let her die. 

Yet violence, perhaps, the foul deftroys ; vhUnee can- 

as lightning, or the fun-beams, dim the fight ; w' ^Jhsf '^l 

or as a thunder-clap, or cannons' noise, 
the power of hearing doth aflonifh quite : 

But high perfection to the foul it brings, 
to encounter things moft excellent and high ; 

for, when fhe views the beft and greateft things, 
they do not hurt, but rather clear, her eye: 

befides, as Homer^s gods 'gainft armies (land, 
her fubtle form can through all dangers Hide ; 

bodies are captive, minds endure no band, 
and will is free, and can no force abide. 

But, laftly, time, perhaps, at laft hath power nW ednmi 

to foend her lively powers, and quench her light : ^P^ ''• 

But Old god Saturn^ which doth all devour, 
doth cherifh her, and ftill augment her might : 
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heaven waxeth old, and all the fpheres above 
ihall one day faint, and their xmix. motion ftay; 

and time itfelf in time fhall ceafe to move ; 
only the foul furvives, and lives for aye : 

our bodies, every foot-ftep that thev make, 
march towards death, until at laft they die, 

whether we work, or play, or ileep, or wake, 
our life doth pais, and with time's wings doth fly; 

but to the foul time doth perfection give, 
and adds frefh lufbre to her beauty ftill, 

and makes her in eternal youth to live, 

like her which ne£tar to the gods doth fill ; 

the more fhe lives, the more fhe feeds on truth ; 

the more fhe feeds, her ftrength doth more encreafe; 
And what is fbength, but an effeft of youth ? 

which if time nurfe, how can it ever ceafe ? 

Oijeaions But now these epicures begin to fmile, 
0gainji the and fay. My dodrine is more fafe dian true ; 

'T*h!i'^- ^^ ^^^^ ^ fondly do myfelf beguile, 
of tbejou : ^}iiie these receiv*d opinions I enfue : 

iJl^ohjeaiM'y For, <whaty (ay they, doth mt the JM wax Mf 
Honu comes it then, that aged men do dote ? 
and that their brains grenv Jotti/h, dull, andcold^ 
twhich were in youth the only/firiti of note ? 
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What 9 are not fouls ijoithin themfeUves corrupted? 

Honv can there idiots then iy nature he ? 
ho<w is it, that fame twits are interrupted, 

that nonu they daid*d arcy notv clearly fee f 

These quelHons make a fubtle argument, anfmer : 

to fuch as think both fenfe and reason one ; 

to whom nor agent from the inftrument, 

nor power of working from the work is known : 

but they, that know that wit can ihew no fkill 
bu^ when (he things in fenfe's glafs doth view, 

do know, if accident this glafs do ^ill, 
it nothing fees, or fees die falfe for true. 

For, if that region of the tender brain,— 
where the inward fenfe of fantafy ihould fit, 

and the outward fenfes' gatherings ihould retain,— 
by nature, or by chance, become unfit ; 

either at firft uncapable it is, 

and fo few things, or none at all, receives ; 
or mar'd by accident, which haps amifs, 

and fo amifs it every thing perceives : 

then« as a cunning prince that useth fpies, 
if they return no news, doth nothing know ; 

but if they make advertisement of lies, 
the prince's council all awry do go ; 
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even fo the fouI,~ to fuch a body knit, 
whose inward fenfes undifposed be» 

and, to receive the forms of things, unfit,"- 
where nothing is brought in, can nothing fee : 

this makes the idiot ; which hath yet a mind 
able to know the truth, and choose the good, 

if fhe fuch figures in the brain did find 
as might oe found if it in temper ftood : 

but, if a frenzy do possefs the brain, 

it ib diflurbs and blots the forms of things, 

as fantafy proves altogether vain, 

and to the wit no true relation brings ; 

then doth the wit, admitting all for true, 
build fond conclusions on those idle grounds, 

then doth it fly the good, and ill purfue, 
believing all that this ^dfe fpy propounds ; 

but, purge the humours, and the rage appease 
which this diftemper in the fancy wrought, 

then will the wit, which never had disease, 
difcourfe, and judge, difcreetly as it ought : 

fo, though the clouds eclipfe the fun's fair light, 
yet from his face they do not take one beam ; 

fo have our eyes their perfeft power of fight, 
even when they look into a troubled ftream : 
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Then, these defeds in fenfe*s organs be, 

not in the foul, or in her working might ; 
ihe cannot lose her perfedl power to fee, 
though miils,and clouds,do choke her window-light: 

these imperfedtions, then, we muft impute 
not to the agent but the inftrument ; 

we mull not blame Apolloy but his lute, 

if falfe accords from her falfe fbings be fent : 

the foul, in all, hath one intelligence ; 

though too much moifture in an infant's brain, 
and too much drynefs in an old man's fenfe, 

cannot the prints of outward things retain : 

then doth the foul want work, and idle fit ; 

and this we childifhneis, and dotage, call ; 
yet hath fhe then a quick and adive wit, 

if fhe had flufF, and tools to work withal ; 

for, give her organs fit, and objefts fair, 

give but the aged man the young man's ftrength, 

let but Medea ^/on^s youth repair, 

and ftraight fhe fhews her wonted excellence : 

as a good harper flricken far in years, 
into whose cunnings hands the gout is fall, 

all his old crotchets in his brain he bears, 
but on his h^ plays ill, or not at all ; 
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but if JpoUo take his eont away, 

that he his nimble uigers may apply, 

JpoUo*s felf will envy at his play, 

and all the world applaud his minftrelfy : 

Then dotage is no weaknefs of the mind, 
but of the fenfe : for, if the mind did wafte, 

in all old men we ihoold this wafting find, 

when they fome certain term of years had paflfd ; 

but moft of them, even to their dying hour, 
retain a mind more lively, quick, and ftrong, 

and better use their nnderftanding power, [young; 
than when their brains were warm, and limbs were 

for, though the body wafted be, and weak, 
and though the leaden form of earth it bears, 

yet, when we hear that half-dead body fpeak, 
we oft are ravifhM to die heavenly fpheres. 

zd.Ujeaioni Tetf fay these men, if all bit argons JUe^ 

then bath the foul no fvwer her fvwers to me ; 
fo^ in a firt^ her fmuirs extinS do Uoy 
'when unto a& jhe cannot them reduce: 

andj if her powers be dead^ then luhat is fie? 

for fince from every thing fome ponvers dofpring^ 
and from those ponders fome aSfproceeMng be^ 
theny kill both ponaer and 0^9 and kiU the thing. 
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Doubtlefs, the body's death, when once it dies, anfivo' 
the inflruments of fenie and life doth Jdll ; 

fo that (he cannot use those faculties, 

although their root reft in her fubftance fHll ; 

but as, the body living, wit, and will, 

can judge, and choose, without the body's aid, 

though on fuch objeds they are working flill 
as through the body's organs are convey'd ; 

fo, when the body ferves her turn no more, 

and all her ienies are extind and gone, 
ihe can difcourfe of what fhe leam'd before, 

in heavenly contemplations all alone : 

fo, if one man well on a lute doth play, 

and have good horfemanfhip, and learning's fkill, 

though both his lute and horfe we take away, 
doth he not keep his former learning ftill ? 

he keeps it, doubtlefs, and can use it too, 

and doth both the other ikills in power retain, 

and can of both the proper adions do, 
if with his lute or hone he meet again ; 

fo, though the inftruments — by which we live, 
and view the world — the body's death do kill, 

yet, with the body, they (hall all revive, 
and all their wonted offices fulfill. 
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yi,Uf}i0im\ Buty ho^ ^till thenjhalljbe ber/e^ employ ? 

herjpies are dendy ^which brought borne news before \ 
lubat Jhe batb got^ and keeps j Jbe may enjoys 
but Jhe batb means to underftand no more : 

tbeny 'what do those poor fouls ^ lohich nothing get ? 

or, ivhat do those,, tvhich gety and cannot keept 
like buckets bottomlefsy tvbich aU out let ? 

those fouls y for nvant of exercise ^ muftfeep, 

imffioer: See, how man's foul againft itfelf doth ftrive ! — 
Why fhould we not have other means to know ? 
9s children, while within the won^ib they live, 
feed by die navel ; here they feed not fo : 

these children, if they had fome ufe of fenfe, 
and ihonld, by chance, their mothers talking hear». 

that in ihort time they fhall come forth from uience, 
would fear their birth more than our death we fear; 

they would cry out, If ive this place Jball lea^e^ 
then JhaU woe break our tender na^veUftrings ; 

How Jhall <we then our nourijhment recein/Cy 
fince our fm)eet food no other conduit brings ? 

and if a man (hould to these babes replv, 

that into this fair world they (hall be brought, 

where they Ihall fee the earth, the fea, the iky, 
the glorious fun, and ^1 that God hath wrought ; 
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that there ten thousand dainties they fhall meet, 
which by their mouths they (hall with pleasure take, 

which fhall be cordial too, as well as fweet, 
and of their little limbs tall bodies make ; 

this would they think a fable, even as we 

do think the ftory of the golden age ; 
et as fome fenfual ipirits amongft us be, 

which hold the world to come a feigned ilage ; 

yet fhall these infants after find all true, 
though then thereof they nothing could conceive ; 

as foon as they are bom the world they view, 
and with their mouths the nurfes' piilk receive : 

fo, when the foul is bom, ( for de^th is nought 
but the foul's birth, and fo we fhould it call) 

ten thousand things fhe fees, beyond her thought, 
and in an unknown planner knows them all ; 

then doth fhe fee by fpeftacles no more, 

fhe hears not by report .of double fpies» 
herfelf in inflants doth all things explore, 

for each thing present and before her lies. 

But flill this crew with quefHons me purfues ; ^b, okjec" 

If fouls deceafdy fay they, ftill iMng be^ tii»\ 

nuhy do they not return^ to bring us news 

ofthatftrangetwwldy twbere they fuch wonders fee ? 
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mnfwer : Fond men \ — If we believe, that men do live 
under the zenith of both frozen poles, 
though none come thence advertisement to give, 
why bear we not the like faith of our fouls ? 

the foul hath here on earth no more to do, 
than we have businefs in our mother's womb ; 

What child doth covet to return thereto, 

although all children firft from thence do come ? 

but as NoaFs pi?eon, which returned no more, - 
did (hew ihe footing found for all the flood; 

fo, when good fouls, departed through death^s door, 
come not again, it (hews their dwelling good : 

and, doubtlefs, fuch a foul as up doth mount, 
and doth appear before her Maker's face, 

holds this vile world in fuch a bafe account, 

as (he looks down, and {corns this wretched pla<^ ; 

but, fuch as are detruded down to hell, 

either for fhame they (till thcmfelves retire, 

or, ty'd in chains, they in clofe prison dwell, 
and cannot come, although they much desire. 

^tb^objeSHtn-y Welly luelly fay these vain fpirits, though *vain it isy 
to thinki our fouls to hea*veny or helU 4p go^ 
politick men have thought it not amifi 

tofpread this lie^ to make men virtupuifi. 



Nofci uiffum. 77 

Do you then think this moral virtue good ? anjwer, 

I think, you do, even for your private gain ; 

for common-wealths by virtue ever ftood, 
and common good the private doth contain : 

if then this virtue you do love fo well, 

have you no means her pradtice to maintain, 

but you this lie muft to the people tell, 
that good fouls live in joy, and ill in pain ? 

mufl virtue be preserved by a lie ? 

virtue and truth do ever befl agree ; 
by* this it feems to be a verity, 

fince the effeds fo good and virtuous be : 

for as the devil father is of lies, 

fb, vice and mifchief do his lies enfue ; 
then this good dodlrine did not he devise, 

but made this lie, which fay'th, it is not true : 

For how can that be falfe, which every tongue, 

of every mortal man, affirms for true ? 
which truth hath in all ages been fo iirong, 

as, loadflone-like, all hearts it ever drew : 

for not the chrifHan, or the Jen»fy alone, 
the Perfian^ or the 7«ri, acknowledge this, 

this myftery to the wild Indian known, 
and to the cannibal^ and Tartar , i§ ; 
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this rich J0riam dhig grows erenr whcfe, 
as common in the north as in the eaft ; 

this dodrine doth not enter by the ear, 
but of itielf is native in the breaft ; 

none, that ackngwledge God or providence* 

their foul's eternity did ever doubt, 
for all religion takes her root fiiom hence, 

which no poor naked nation lives without: 

for, fince the world for man created was, 
( for only man the nfe thereof doth know) 

if man do perifh like a wither'd grafs, 

how doth God's wisdom order things below ? 

and, if that wisdom fHll wise ends propound^ 
why made he man of other creatures king, 

when, if he perifh here, there is not found 
in all the world fo poor and vile a thing? 

if death do quench us quite, we have great wrong, 
fince for our fervice all things elfe were wrought, 

that daws, and trees, and rocks, fhould lafl fo long» 
when we muft in an inflant pafs to nought : 

But blefl be that great Power, which hath us blefl 
with longer life than heaven, or earth, can have» 

which hath infiis'd into one mortal breaft 
immortal powers not fubjed to the grave ; 
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for, though the foul do feem her grave to bear, 

and in this world is almoft bury'd quick, 
we have no cause the body's death to fear, 

for, when the fhell is broke, out comes a chick. 

For, as the foul's eifential powers are three, Hhat then 

the quick'ningpower,the power of fenfe,and reason, ^^ '*'"'* 

three kinds of life to her defigned be, ^!^Mc 

which perfed these three powers in their due feason : ^^ three 

fwvers of 

the firft life in the mother's womb is (pent, fh* fi«l, 

where fhe her nurfing power doth only use, 
where when fhe finds detedt of nourifhment, 

fhe expels her body, and this world fhe views ; 

this we call birth, but, if the child could fpeak, 
he death would call it, and of nature 'plain, 

that fhe would thrufl him out, naked, and weak, 
and, in his pafTage, pinch him with fuch pain : 

yet out he comes, and in this world is plac'd, 

where all his fenfes in perfedion be, 
where he finds flowers to imell, and fruits to tafle, 

and founds to hear, and fundry forms to fee ; 

when he hath pafT'd fome time upon this flage, 
his reason then a little feems to wake, [age, 

which, though fhe fpring when fenfe doth fade with 
yet can fhe here no perfeft pradice make : 



8o l^ofce teifjum* 

then doth the afpiring foul the body leave, 

which we call death, but, were it known to all 

what life our ibuls do by this death reccdve, 
men would it birth, or goal-delivery, call ; 

in this third life, reason will be fo bright 
as that her (park will like the fun-beams ihine» 

and fhall of God enjoy the real fight, 
being ftill encres^d by influence divine. 

An acclama- O ignorant poor man, what doft thou bear 
tion 5 and lock'd up within the caflcet of thy breaft ! 
^ht^^M^ ^^^^ jewels, and what riches, haft thou there! 
' ' ^ '• what heavenly treasure in fo weak a cheft ! 

look in thy ibul, and thou ihalt beauties find, 
like those which drown'd Narciffus in the fiood ; 

honour and pleasure both are in thy mind, 
and all that in the world is counted good : 

think of her worth ; and think, that God did mean 
this worthy mind ihould worthy things embrace ; 

blot not her beauties with thy thoughts unclean, 
nor her diihonour with thy paifions bafe ; 

kill not her quick'ning power with furfeidngs, 
mar not her fenfe with fenfuality, 

caft not her ierious wit on idle things, 
make not her free will Have to vanity : 
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and, when thou think*ft of her eternity, 
think not that death againil her nature is, 

think it a birth, and, when thou go'fl to die, 
ling like a fwan, as if thou went'fl to blifs ; 

and if thou, like a child, did*ft fear before, 

being in the dark, where thou did'ft nothing fee, 
now I have brought thee torch-light, fear no more, 

now, when thou dy'ft, thou can'ft not hood-wink'd 

[be: 
And, thou, my foul,— which turn'ft thy curious eye, 

to view the beams of thine own form divine,— 
know, that thou can'ft know nothing perfectly, 

while thou art clouded with this ilefh of mine ; 

take heed of over- weening, and compare 

thy peacock's feet with thy gay peacock's train ; 

fludy the beft and higheft things that are, 
but of thyfelf an humble thought retain ; 

caft down thyfelf, and only ftrive to raise 
the glory of thy Maker's facred name, * 

use all thy powers that bleffed Power to praise, 
which gives thee power to be, and use the fame. 
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